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AROUND THE COUNTY 

IŀƴŘǎ ǳǇ ƛŦ Ψ½ƻƻƳΩ ƻǊ ΨaƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ¢ŜŀƳǎΩ ǿŜǊŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ǘƻ ȅƻǳ ŀ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƎƻΚ Very few CAS Area 

Reps would have put their hands up, yet they are now proficient in communicating across 

cyberspace. So on March 13th we had the first Zoom meeting of the year, convened by Iain 

Rowe. 

We were lucky to be joined by representatives of Cornwall AONB, Cornwall and Scilly 

Historic Environment Service, and Historic England. PC Julian Fry, Rural Affairs Officer, 

Devon and Cornwall Police, spoke about heritage crime (see ON THE CASE OF HERITAGE 

CRIME below). Tasha Fullbrook, who is CornwallΩs Finds Liaison Officer for the Portable 

Antiquities Scheme, and a CAS trustee, introduced herself and gave a short talk on the 

scheme. 

The meeting was also an opportunity for Area Reps to give updates from their own parishes: 

In the following report Sheila James describes investigations of a clapper bridge and a 

Methodist chapel on an ancient site: 

 

HER MCO58723 Treloggas Clapper Bridge 

Any opinions or errors in these articles are those of the authors and must not be assumed to be those of Cornwall Archaeological Society. 
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The remains of a clapper bridge over a stream between Treloggas and Higher Lanner, Kea 

parish, were identified and recorded in the HER in 2017. During storms the following winter 

the bridge was partially swept away. All remnants of the old bridge have now been cleared 

away and a new bridge built over the stream. Nothing of the old bridge has been retained. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Treloggas Clapper Bridge, March 2017            Photo: Sheila James 

Treloggas Bridge after it had been broken in the storm.                                                             Photo: Sheila James 
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HER MCO32169 Carnon Downs Wesleyan Chapel  

The small building to the rear of Carnon Downs Wesleyan Chapel is in a poor state of 

repair and a pre-application planning enquiry has been raised for advice on its 

demolition.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The chapel was built in 1825 and the stable was built in 1834, as recorded in the Chapel 

Account Books now in the records office, reference CRO MRT/117. The stable was 

ƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ άŦƻǊ ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ƘƻǊǎŜǎέ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ōǳƛƭǘ ǎƻƳŜ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀǊ ƻŦ 

the chapel, which was later extended to join it. The stable was built by local resident 

William Murton who had requested permission to lease land from the Chapel on which 

to build a cottage. One of the conditions for granting the lease was that Mr Murton 

Treloggas new bridge, November 2020                          Photo: Sheila James 

Carnon Downs Wesleyan Chapel stable, March 2020.                 Photo: Sheila James 
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sƘƻǳƭŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀōƭŜΦ Lƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻΣ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŦǳǊǘƘŜǊ ƎǊŀƴǘŜŘ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ άŎŀǊǊȅ 

ƻŦŦ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ŜŀǊǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƭŘ .ŀǊǊƻǿ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎƘŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǇǊƻǇŜǊέΦ 

This is the only reference to a barrow on the site, but the reference has been added to 

the HER (MCO55294) as the location is in rough alignment with a number of other 

Bronze Age barrows in and around the village. If the stable is demolished, there will be 

an opportunity to investigate the ground underneath. 

 

According to Ms Ann Street, who raised the application on behalf of the Chapel, the 

stable building is considered to be dangerous as it is liable to collapse and has an 

asbestos roof. It cannot be demolished yet because a bat survey identified a single bat 

roosting there. The next bat survey is due in May/June. Following a report from the HER 

an historical impact report has been requested from the Heritage Trust. Assuming the 

demolition is allowed to go ahead, the site is to be used as a memorial garden. If it is the 

site of a Bronze Age barrow then this would be quite appropriate! 

 

         Report and photos by Sheila James 

 

Peter /ǊƛǎǇƛƴ ǿŀǎ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ /ƻǊƳŀŎΩǎ ƭŀǘŜǎǘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ ¢ǊŜƪŜƭƭŀƴŘ .ǊƛŘƎŜ όǎŜŜ LǎǎǳŜ рмύ 

and was praying fervently that there would be no more collisions. So far, there was no more 

news about the Lezant stone row but when there is it will definitely be covered in From Your 

Own Correspondents. 

 

Karen Dickin and Emma Allen had different observations about monuments on Bodmin 

Moor. Karen noted that gorse was encroachiong on the Trippet Stone Circle on Manor 

Common (HER 1928; Scheduled Monument CO126; Blisland, SX 1310 7501) and had made 

arrangements with the relevant authority to do some clearance when the lockdown was 

eased. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Trippet stone circle                                           Photo: Karen Dickin 
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Emma Allen was curious about disturbances of the turf around some stones at the 

ƳȅǎǘŜǊƛƻǳǎ YƛƴƎ !ǊǘƘǳǊΩǎ Iŀƭƭ (HER 1967; Scheduled Monument CO81; St Breward, SX 1297 

7765). So far no explanation has been discovered. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The society has received other reports about disturbance of stones on features in the 

Minions area and the situation is being monitored by the relevant authorities. 

King Arthur's Hall                                          Photo: Emma Allen 

What has caused this?                                                           Photo: Emma Allen  
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CAS ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ WƻƘƴ !ƭƭŀƴΩǎ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƴƎ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ 
architecture of Launceston Priory (HER 2613; Listed Building (II*) 370061, Scheduled 
Monument CO268; Launceston, SX 3281 8501) in the latest journal (Cornish Archaeology 
руύΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ wƛŎƘŀǊŘ tŀǊƪŜǊΩǎ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘ ƻŦ Ƙƻǿ ƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ Ƙƛǎ ǿƻƴŘŜǊŦǳƭ ǊŜŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ 
drawing of how the complex may have looked circa 1500. Launceston was the largest 
Cornish monastic house and was staffed by Augustinian canons. Diana Sutherland has been 
tracking a planning application for Ψ8 dwellings and associated infrastructure on previous 
ŀǇǇǊƻǾŜŘ ƭŀƴŘΩ and has been trying to discover if the previous application, or the present 
one, will require an archaeological survey as a condition. She noted tƘŀǘΥ ΨA previous house 
building spree, on the north side of this area, for some reason did not have archaeological 
input and a lot of granite slabs were found and thrown aside.  These now reside in the 
museum part of the Launceston Steam Railway but, of course, by the time they were 
ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ǘƻƻ ƭŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŎǳƭŀǘŜ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǳǎŜΦΩ 
 
Andrew Langdon reported that work on the A30 between Chybucca and Carland Cross had 

started. A line of boundary stones existed in this area (including HER MCO62892; Kenwyn 

SW 7784 4876). Two had disappeared, hopefully just for temporary storage while the work 

was carried out, but he would keep an eye on the situation. 

Nigel Allen was very concerned about the condition of Great Wheal Busy near Chacewater. 
This is the only Scheduled Monument in the parish (HER 19318; Scheduled Monument 
32992; SW 7393 4462ύ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀȅŜŘ ŀ ǾŜǊȅ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ /ƻǊƴǿŀƭƭΩǎ ƳƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 
engineering history. The calciner (HER MCO61254; Scheduled Monument 32992; Listed 
Building 63184; SW 7382 4453) has become the focus of large amounts of fly tipping and the 
metal work is in poor, possibly dangerous, condition. The smithy (HER 19318.02; Listed 
Building 492506; SW 7388 4475) is in a sadly neglected state too. 
 

TRENCRIME HILL? 

On a post lockdown trip to Trencrom Hill (HER 31136; Scheduled Monument CO31; Ludgvan 

SW 5178 3621) Adrian Rodda was dismayed to find signs of digging. He suspects rogue 

metal detectorists have been at work. Lest responsible detectorists take unnecessary 

offence, it should be pointed out that it is only illegal activity that is being criticised here. 

Most detectorists follow a code of practice, report any finds to the Portable Antiquities 

Scheme and collectively have made a huge contribution to archaeological knowledge since 

the scheme began. They would be among the first to condemn digging anywhere on a 

Scheduled Monument. You can read more about their Code of Practice at 

https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice . And if you would like to see 

examples of some great finds, try the PAS database: https://finds.org.uk/database . 

IŜǊŜ ƛǎ !ŘǊƛŀƴΩǎ ǇƛŜŎŜ ŀōƻǳǘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ /Ǌime at Trencrom hillfort: 

Where better to go once one could drive further than in my case the forbidden but 

promised land west of the Hayle River?  To take my dog up Trencrom has been an ambition 

that could be realised on 1st April.  There was a shock waiting at the summit, but I was not 

https://finds.org.uk/getinvolved/guides/codeofpractice
https://finds.org.uk/database
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fooled. Metal detectorists had taken advantage of the lockdown quiet to explore the 

Neolithic tor enclosure with its fully looted Bronze Age Barrows. Having recently read a new 

ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩǎ ōƻƻƪƭŜǘ ƻƴ IŜǊƛǘage Crime I could recognise the pits and 

ǎŎǊŀǇŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǾƻǳǊŜŘ ƳŜǘŀƭ ŘŜǘŜŎǘƻǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǘƻƻƭ ǿŀǎ ŎƭŜŀǊΦ L 

had seen what I suspect are detectƻǊƛǎǘǎΩ ƛƴǘǊǳǎƛƻƴǎ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǎǎ ŀǘ {ǘ tƛǊŀƴΣ ōǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ 

the area being sand and rabbits often enlarging the scrapes, as well as digging their own, it 

is hard to be certain. These shallow pits are definitely illegal interference on a Scheduled 

Monument.  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo: Adrian Rodda 

 

Photo: Adrian Rodda 

 


