











































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































since 1935 and, to his knowledge, the garden hedge had not been altered on any previous occasion.
The site of the garden hedge is adjacent to a junction between the old coach road and an ancient
track which runs due north to Bodwannick Manor. This track, which eventually reduces to a foot-
path near Bodwannick, was the original church path from Nanstallon via Lamorrick to the church-
town. Inthe writer’s opinion the cross may have originally marked this old path. Another cross was
found in 1929 at Hoopers Bridge, near the northern end of this path and is now preserved in the
grounds of Bodwannick Manor. The writer has made a detailed examination of all large pieces of
granite on this church path, including stiles and gate posts, but has been unable todiscover the miss-
ing piece of cross shaft or the monument’s base stone. This latest discovery has increased the num-
ber of Lanivet crosses to twelve and there is documentary evidence to suggest that at least one oth-
er cross originally stood in the parish.

Two weeks after the monument was revealed, it had been firmly set up in the new hedge for
preservation, within two feet of where it was found (Fig 8). Later, on Sunday 13th October 1991,
the cross was re-dedicated by the Vicar of Lanivet, the Rev. Stephen Drakeley with the assistance
of the Rev. Brian Coombes, the Deputy Grand Bard of the Cornish Gorsedd. The ceremony was
organised by the Bodmin Old Cornwall Society. The writer is indebted to Mr Philip Burden and
family for allowing him access to examine the cross and other stones on their property.

Dimensions: Height: (0.94 m) 3'1"; Width of head: (0.56 m) 1'10"; Width of shaft: (0.355to
0.395m) 1'2" to 1’31/,"; Thickness: (0.19m) 71/,"

Recent News of other Cornish crosses
Hendra Cross, Menheniot (Fig 9)

The writer is pleased to be able to record that the Hendra Cross, recently featured in Cornish
Archaeology (Langdon 1988a, 204-5), has been renovated and re-erected by the Liskeard Old
Cornwall Society. The wheel- headed wayside ¥ 38 T g S .-
cross had been discovered buried head down in -~ :
the ground in use as a gatepost, and had been frac-
tured midway down its shaft. The Society
approached the landowner and gained permis-
sion to restore the ancient stone. This was later
achieved thanks to the skilful work of society
members, George Trethewey and Brian Bawden,
who with the landowner’s assistance drilled,
pinned and glued the two portions of cross shaft
together. A suitable piece of granite was located
forabase stone and the monument setuponanew
site outside the farmhouse at SX 2684 6553. On
October 2nd 1991, the cross was re-dedicated by
the Rev. Paul Mellor, Vicar of Menheniot in the
presence of the writer and sixty members of the
Liskeard O.C.S.

Altarnun, the St Vincent’s mine cross,
SX 208793

This was removed to the County Highways
depot at Two Bridges, near Lewannick, during
roadworks on the A30 trunk road. A number of
19th century milestones and boundary stones
were also removed. The writer examined the
Latin cross while it was out of the ground and
measured its overall height, which was found to
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Fig9
The Hendra cross, Menheniot, 1991



be 1.32 m (4 ft 4 ins). The cross has now (October 1992) been re-erected beside the new lay-by on
the other side of the road from its original position (David Hooley, pers comm).

Padstow, Prideaux Place. Fig 10

In 1974 a fragment of Hiberno-Saxon cross shaft was recovered by Lynette Olson (H.L. Douch,
pers comm).

It was partly buried beneath the roots of a large tree in the garden behind the manorhouse. The
tree has been felled recently and the writer obtained permission from Mr Peter Prideaux-Brune to
dig up the stone, which was placed beside the four-holed cross on the lawn (Langdon 1992, 59).
Originally the monument must have been much taller and the remaining portions of shaft may still
lie somewhere in the grounds.

Fig 10
Fragment of cross shaft, Prideaux Place, Padstow

Trevadlock, Lewannick

In January 1990 the writer was informed by Mr Frank Smeeth (Camelford Old Cornwall Soci-
ety Recorder) about a possible cross base at Lower Kernick Farm, in the parish of Helland. The
stone, whichdisplays a square socket, leans against a barn outside the farm and can be viewed from
the public road (SX 0848 7130). On enquiring of the farmer, the writer was told that he had dis-
covered the stone on land he previously farmed at Trevadlock, Lewannick. Near Trevadlock a
track runs south-west to the banks of the Lynher, giving access to some fields. Here, on the Lewan-
nick side, the stone was found resting on the river bank (SX 2606 7872). The river Lynher marks
the parish boundary between Lewannick and North Hill here and it is quite possible that a wayside
cross may have marked a safe fording place across the river.

There are three crosses on the Trebartha Estate, one of which was found in use as a gatepost on
anoldtrack leading from Knightonto Trebartha. This track runs parallel with the river and is direct-
ly opposite Trevadlock although proving any connection between these ancient stones may be dif-
ficult. In the writer’s opinion the recently discovered cross head from Trevadlock Manor (Lang-
don 1991a) is a much later example and any connection can therefore be ruled out.
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The stone is oval in shape and measures 1.150 m (3'9'/2") by 0.965 m (3'2"); its thickness is
0.305m (12"). The mortice measures 0.215m (81/2") square

See also Peter Herring's review of Andrew Langdon’s ‘Stone Crosses in North Cornwall’
(1992),pp 174-5
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CORNISH ARCHAEOLOGY No 31, 1992

Recent Work

CORNWALL ARCHAEOLOGICAL UNIT
De Lank, St Breward

In June 1991 the Cornwall Archaeological Unit was commissioned by RMC Technical Ser-
vices Ltd to undertake an evaluation survey of part of the historic De Lank Dimensional Stone
Granite Quarry complex toestablish the extent of surviving archaeological remains. The area stud-
ied took in the northern end of the tor enclosure (SX 1000 7525, of presumed Neolithic date, iden-
tified in 1988 during the Bodmin Moor Industrial Survey (Herring 1988, 212) and the opportuni-
ty was taken to confirm its character.

The placename De Lank is itself of interest: it may come from Cornish din and lonk, ‘fort of a
ravine’, Oliver Padel’s uncertainty in 1988 being in part due to the lack of a known hillfort (Padel
1988, 78). When the place was named (in the 17th century or earlier), the enclosure’s ruins would
have been much more clearly visible; not only would they not have been fragmented by quarrying
but the vegetation, now dense gorse, brambles and bracken, would also have been kept down by
grazing animals.

The enclosure is best preserved on the ridge 's long western side. A broken stony bank thickens
and has a partly orthostatic inner face at the southwestern corner. Here a narrow entrance, 1.3m
wide and with built stone faces, cuts through the rampart which is ¢ 4 metres wide and nearly 2
metres high externally, and up to 1 metre high internally. Another possible entrance, now partly
mutilated, is visible at the northern end of the enclosure, again located at a thickening and improve-
ment (some orthostatic facing) of the rampart. Use is made at both ends (¢ 280 m apart) of natural
tors, and elsewhere natural clitter runs are incorporated into the defences in typical ‘torenclosure’
fashion. This, together with the lack of defensive ditches, the irregular plan and the use of rubbly
banks with occasional orthostats for ramparts, all appear to confirm that this is indeed another tor
enclosure to be classified alongside the other possible instances, and, following the Carn Brea and
Helman Tor excavations, provisionally given an early Neolithic date (see Mercer 1986).

The site will be the subject of a detailed survey by the Royal Commission on Historical Monu-
ments (England) and we look forward to the results of their thorough examination.

The 1991 survey also confirmed the identification of a pair of menhirs, less than 2 m apart, with-
in the tor enclosure, immediately south of the major roadstone quarry cutting which now gives
vehicles access to the working quarry. Italso provided more detail of the remains of early 19th cen-
tury granite extraction scattered over the western side of the hill: stone-splitting pits, proto-indus-
trial quarries and early industrial quarries.

Peter Herring
Herring, P.C., 1988. ‘Bodmin Moor Industrial Survey’, Cornish Archaeol 27,212
Mercer, R.J., 1986. ‘The Neolithic in Cornwall’, Cornish Archaeol 25, 25-80
Padel, O.J., 1988. A Popular Dictionary of Cornish Place-Names, Alison Hodge, Penzance

Stannon and King Arthur’s Hall, Bodmin Moor

In April 1991 excavations were directed by Jeanette Ratcliffe for the Cornwall Archaeological
Unit in advance of the cutting of a pipeline trench by South West Water. The line cut through
medieval or post-medieval boundaries next to King Arthur’s Hall (SX 130 775), and through pre-
historic field systems at Stannon (SX 126 799, near the Stannon stone circle) where an early curvi-
linear field system is cut by a substantial prehistoric pasture boundary. One boundary was found
to have been preceded by a wooden fence line of near-continuous posts. These excavations, fund-
ed by South West Water, were complemented, thanks to funding from English Heritage, by envi-
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ronmental sampling in an adjoining bog. As two of the boundaries run into the bog it will be pos-
sible to relate the field systems to a dated sequence of vegetation change, the dates coming from
radiocarbon dating, the vegetation history from pollen analysis. A summary of the results will be
published in Cornish Archaeology.

Peter Rose

Halligye Fogou
During November 1991 CAU maintained an archaeological presence at Halligye fogou whilst
English Heritage staff excavated a trench in order to facilitate the shoring and blocking of the
entrance at the northern end of the northern creep where backfill from the 1980-81 excavations had
subsided and intruded into the passage. Excavation of backfill from the trench revealed three
courses of drystone walling including a massive lintel, 1.30 m in length x 0.49 m in depth, over the
entrance. It was recommended that the entrance should be blocked with 4" concrete blocks to indi-
cate that it was modern work.
Charles Johns

Carland Cross

CAU was commissioned by Renewable Energy Systems Ltd to carry out an archaeological
assessment of the Carland Cross area in advance of the proposed windfarm development. This
comprised a search of the Sites and Monuments Record, early OS maps, Tithe maps and aerial pho-
tographs. The *desk-based’ search was followed up by brief field visits.

A scatter of six certain and possible Bronze Age barrows were located. These adjoin the Car-
land Cross barrow group south of the A30 road. Until the 18th and 19th centuries this was down-
land. Warren Barrow, a prominent barrow, is suggested by Charles Henderson to have been re-used
as a beacon. An enclosure named ‘Little Garlings’ on the tithe award appears from its shape and
location to have been an animal pound sited on the hundred and parish boundary. By 1880 this
enclosure had disappeared and was replaced by a new pattern of field boundaries, a reflection of
the steady conversion of this land to arable use. Other 19th century activity included mining; the
workings of Cargoll Mine, Wheal Constance and East Wheal Rose encroach on this area. During
the present century the number of field boundaries has again declined, reflecting changes in agri-
cultural practice with the increased use of machinery.

Nigel Thomas

Trevu (Camborne) to St Erth water main

Anarchaeological assessment was carried out for South West Water, in advance of construction
of a pipeline. The preliminary work was followed up by a watching brief during installation.

The pipeline crosses an area where a few prehistoric flints are noted in the Sites and Monuments
Record; there are also farms documented in the medieval period, and probable medieval bound-
aries survive in the landscape. Industrial sites and industrial settlements are also characteristic of
this area. A full report will be published in a later volume.

Nigel Thomas

Bodmin, burgage plots south of Fore Street

In October 1991 CAU was asked by North Cornwall District Council (NCDC) to carry out an
assessment survey of land to the south of Fore Street, Bodmin, in response to proposals for the con-
struction of an access road and car park on the site of ancient burgage plots. During March 1992
CAU surveyed the plots, excavated 15 test pits and recorded sections through five earthen bound-
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ary banks; a medieval/?early post-medieval ceramic assemblage was recovered from the core of
one of the banks.

The intrinsic value of the burgage plots lies in their continuity of use as part of the historic fab-
ric of the town. This would be destroyed by the proposed development and CAU have recom-
mended that NCDC consider an alternative site for the car park and that the burgage plots should
be maintained as gardens or lightly managed woodland. In the event of development taking place
a comprehensive archaeological recording programme will be undertaken.

Charles Johns

Pendennis headland

CAU has undertaken a detailed archaeological assessment and comprehensive management
plan for Pendennis headland, sponsored by English Heritage and Carrick District Council. A
report will be published.

The St Just Mining District Survey

Work is well in hand on a survey of the mining district centred on St Just in Penwith. Few mem-
bers will not have heard of Botallack, Levant, Wheal Owles and Geevor, and the Crowns engine
houses at Botallack must surely be amongst the most photographed buildings of this type in the
county.

Along the coastal strip between Morvah and Sennen, however, there is scarcely a patch of
ground that has not been tried during the long history of mining in Cornwall. Evidence for pre-
industrial mining (that is, in the days before engine houses) is clearly visible in the many small
shafts of Ballowall and Bosorne, the gunnises of Hermon and Letcha cliffs, the lode-back work-
ings of Gribba, Cot and Kenidjack, and the streamworks at Nanjulian or Spearn Moor. Inland, too,
streamworks and lode-back works are scattered across the moors and bogs - Bostraze, Tregaseal,
Leswidden, Kenidjack and Carnyorth. In the coastal plateau which separates the cliff from the
moors recent landscape changes have obliterated much of the evidence, but even here, the thick-
ened hedges, linear overgrown dumps in the fieldscape, or the occasional stump of an engine
house, are clear indicators of the former importance of mining in the local economy of this west-
ern corner of Britain.

The CAU survey (including a contribution from Cornwall Trust for Nature Conservation) aims
to locate and evaluate mining remains from all periods, assessing their present condition and their
potential formanagement and interpretation, whilst setting them in the context of the development
of mining in this ore-field. A CAU report will be produced, summarising the results.

Adam Sharpe

Mineral Tramways Engine House survey

Cornwall’s engine houses are probably its most distinctive architectural structures, and in the
Camborne-Redruth area they seem to be virtually ubiquitous. Yet the truth is that these are the sur-
vivors of a far larger original population of such buildings - nearly 3000 in all- and most are under
threat of collapse through neglect and slow deterioration.

The CAU Mineral Tramways Project, whose first phase culminated in the publication of a
report outlining the enormous potential of the area (Sharpe et al 1990), set in motion a drastic
change in approach to the management of derelict mining landscapes in this area, to be overseen
by the newly-created Kerrier Groundwork Trust, working in conjunction with District and Coun-
ty Councils, the National Trust, English Heritage, the Department of the Environment, the Coun-
tryside Commission, the owners of local estates, the Trevithick Society, Camborne School of
Mines, and local business interests. The second phase of the project, the conservation of mining
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structures, the management of derelict minescapes and the opening up of mine trails, cycleways,
and the development of interpretative facilities, has now begun.

As a necessary preliminary stage in this process, CAU, together with a local firm of structural
engineers and the Kerrier Groundwork Trust, have undertaken a survey of the engine houses in the
Mineral Tramways area, and the report (Sharpe et al 1991) describes all the surviving houses in
great detail, as well as setting them in the context of the development and use of steam power in
Cornwall. Itis hoped that this approach can be applied to the remaining engine-houses in the coun-
ty, whilst interest has been shown in the methodology developed for this project by organisations
in other areas of Britain. A massive fundraising drive is now under way to begin the programme of
conservation work.

Adam Sharpe

Sharpe, A., Smith, J.R.S., and Jenkins, L., 1990, The Mineral Tramways Project, Cornwall
Archaeological Unit

Sharpe, A., Massie, C.,and Lewis, R., 1991, The survey of engine houses: the Mineral Tramways
area, Cornwall Archaeological Unit.

Geevor

By the middle of the nineteenth century, the rapid growth of large-scale copper and tin mining
elsewhere in the world was having a dramatic effect on the price for these metals, eroding the mar-
ket lead formerly held by Cornish mines. The effects of these changes on the local economy, and
on society in Cornwall, are well known. By the end of the century only a handful had survived the
changed economic climate, and the Cornish mining industry had declined to a shadow of its for-
mer self. The twentieth century saw even these former giants - Dolcoath and Botallack, Wheal
Busy, Tresavean and Clitters - wither and fade; the short-term successes of asmall number of mines
in the early decades of the century can be seen, in retrospect, to have been based on special eco-
nomic conditions.

By the 1980s only four mines of any size were in operation - Mount Wellington and Wheal Jane,
South Crofty and Geevor. All worked ore fields which had been exploited over centuries. Their
neighbouring mines had become archaeological ruins, their workings flooded, their surface areas
empty wastelands.

The tin crash of the 1980s was the last straw. Despite the cushion of government subsidies, first
Mount Wellington and then Wheal Jane, both modern mines, failed and closed. The future of South
Crofty hangs in the balance.

In the west of the county Geevor, denied government grants, survived for a while on a mixture
of economies, fund-raising and tourism. Now the pumps have been turned off, and the water ris-
ing in the shaft is slowly drowning over 2000 feet of the interconnected levels of some of the most
famous and venerable mines of West Penwith - Wheal Bal, Wheal Came, Boscaswell and Levant.
But the cessation of mining has brought into sharp focus the question of what to do with what
remains on the surface, in the recognition that a virtually unique collection of machinery and build-
ings representing mining technology from the early years of the century to the 1970s was in immi-
nent danger of dispersal or destruction. Lacking other means of paying their creditors, it was
inevitable that Geevor p.l.c. would capitalise on this resource.

With English Heritage, RCHM(E), County and District Councils, the Trevithick Society, and
the National Trust, CAU have been involved in putting together acomplex management package
which will result in the recording, protection and, it is hoped, the conservation of a representative
proportion of the physical assets on site, to form the core of an interpretation centre for mining in
Penwith.

Adam Sharpe
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Mount Edgcumbe Park, the Shell Seat

The Shell Seat, an unusual ornamental summerhouse decorated with geological specimens and
sea shells, stands in the Earl’s Garden, a former private garden in Mount Edgcumbe Park. This
Grade II* listed building has recently undergone restoration. CAU was asked to excavate the area
around the building to establish contemporary floor levels, the nature of the foundations and to
check for traces of any associated features such as garden statuary. The trenches revealed that the
Shell Seat, a semi-circular vaulted structure, was built upon the remains of a rectangular building,
probably an earlier summer-house.

As the excavations produced no dating evidence, documentary sources provide the only clues
to the date when the Shell Seat was built. The Earl’s Garden appears to have been laid out in the late
18th orearly 19th century, while the Shell Seat is first recorded in 1832. Archaeology suggests that
the rectangular summer house was an original feature of the Earl’s Garden that was demolished to
make way for the Shell Seat. The early summer house probably had a maximum lifespan of about
40 years before replacement by its more exotic successor.

Nigel Thomas

Plymouth defences survey

Work has now begun on both sides of the Tamar in conjunction with English Heritage, Devon
County Council, Plymouth City Council, the Fortress Study Group and the Exeter Museum Field
Archaeology Unit, to record and evaluate the very large number of military sites dating from the
Civil War to the mid 1950s which were constructed to prevent the bombardment of the Dockyard
and strategic anchorages in Plymouth Sound, both from the sea and the surrounding high ground.

Over the centuries a series of multi-layered defences was established. Atits mostextensive, the
period of ‘Palmerston’s Follies’, a chain of forts and batteries stretched along the coast from
Whitesand Bay in the west to Heybrook Bay in the east, whilst a no less impressive inner defen-
sive ring covered the landward approaches, intended to be virtually continuous from the St Ger-
man’s River through Ernesettle and Crownhill to Laira and Staddon Heights.

This extraordinary defensive system did not come into being all at once, but grew in fits and
starts in response to threats of invasion and the emergence of hostile naval powers: the Spanish,
the French, and later the Germans. Throughout the second half of the 19th century re-modelling
and re-arming of the forts and batteries was virtually continuous in an attempt to keep pace with
rapid developments in armaments technology. In the event, few shots were fired in anger, and with
the advent of the Second World War it became clear that the greatest threat was from the air and
that the days of fixed fortifications were over. In 1957, Coastal Artillery was disbanded, the guns
cut up for scrap, and the sites either abandoned or allowed to become derelict. Some have been
demolished, many converted (not always particularly sensitively) to other uses. The survey is
intended to establish what remains and to consider its management: not simply on a site-by-site
basis, but also collectively in recognition of the system as a near-unique and presently under-
exploited heritage resource.

Adam Sharpe

St Mawes Battery
Just upslope from the much-visited Henrician castle at St Mawes, the well-preserved remains
of a gun battery established in the early years of this century to counter the threat of motor torpedo
boat incursions into Carrick Roads are little known. At the request of English Heritage, CAU have
now completed a detailed survey of the site, with its four 12" gun positions, underground maga-
zine, and position and range-finding structures. The battery is remarkably complete and in sub-
stantially good condition, and it is hoped that English Heritage will be able to make the site acces-
sible to the public in due course.
Adam Sharpe
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Fieldwork in Scilly, 1991

During September and October 1991 the Cornwall Archaeological Unit carried out six weeks
of fieldwork in the Islands. This constituted the third year in a programme arising from Scilly’s
Archaeological Management Plan, which English Heritage commissioned the Unit to compile in
1988. As in previous years sites were selected on grounds of priority and a number of different
types of fieldwork were involved:

Detailed survey of two nationally important monuments

Coastal monitoring of the most vulnerable and archaeologically rich stretches of coastline

Detailed recording and sampling of two early cliff-face sites

Sampling of three intertidal peat deposits

Capital works

Amongst the exotic plants of Tresco Gardens stand the ruins of a church, the only surviving
remains of a 12th century Benedictine priory dedicated to St Nicholas. Nearby, on the uninhabit-
ed island of St Helen’s are the unroofed but otherwise well-preserved remains of a small isolation
hospital. Known as the Pest House, it was erected in 1764 following an Act of Parliament decree-
ing that all plague-ridden ships north of Cape Finisterre should anchor off this island. Though both
buildings are scheduled, neither had been adequately recorded prior to 1991, when a detailed pho-
tographic record and plans and elevation drawings were made.

Following severe storms during January 1990, a rapid examination of most of Scilly’s coastline
revealed that erosion had occurred at 46% of known beach, cliff, and intertidal sites. During 1991,
after a mild winter, the degree of erosion was found to be much less, which suggests that a com-
plete coastal check every five years would normally be adequate. However, a dozen or so key sites
(mainly prehistoric settlements or peat deposits, but also Civil War batteries) should be revisited
on an annual basis.

At Halangy Porth and Porth Cressa, St Mary’s, the stone walls and interiors of two Bronze Age
houses are exposed in the cliff face. At each site the cliff section was drawn, layers and features
contexted, artefacts collected and samples taken for radiocarbon dating and environmental analy-
sis (pollen, seeds, bones, soils).

In 1990 samples from intertidal peat deposits on Higher Town beach, St Martins’s, and Crab’s
Ledge, Tresco, produced radiocarbon dates ranging from 5120 BP £50 to 1460 BP +150 (uncali-
brated and correct to one standard deviation). As well as monitoring and re-surveying the exposed
areas of peat, the aim of fieldwork in 1991 was to assess the feasibility of constructing a plan of the
extent of the peat still buried beneath the sand. In the event, wet sand and shingle made systemat-
icauguring impossible. Nevertheless, the results were very exciting, since cores drilled by a pow-
ered percussion augur revealed that additional bands of peat underlay the dated exposures.

For the second year running, British Trust for Conservation Volunteers carried out repairs at
Oliver’s Battery, infilled timber revetments being used to repair the remaining eroded areas of this
Civil War earthwork. In addition, the Unit extended its capital works programme to include the
uninhabited island of Samson, where archaeological remains of all periods are threatened by a
combination of factors, of which visitor pressure and bracken invasion are the most serious. Paths
were re-routed, a stile constructed, and the eroded scars of two Bronze Age burial monuments
repaired.

Jeanette Ratcliffe
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Reviews

ROMAN FINDS FROM EXETER by Neil Holbrook and Paul T. Bidwell.Exeter Archaeological
Reports 4, University of Exeter Press(Exeter City Council and the University of Exeter) 1991,
ISBN 0-85989-367-7 313 + xx pp, 138 text figures, 1 microfiche. Hb £40

Isca Dumnoniorum, Exeter, remains the only site so far identified in Dumnonia to have devel-
oped as a Roman urban centre. Both as a trading centre and as the administrative base for Dum-
nonia, the canton which broadly comprised Devon and Cornwall, fluctuations in its prosperity,
interpreted from the archaeological record, should be relevant to Cornwall. Roman sites in the
Duchy tend to produce few closely datable artefacts such as samian and coins. Fluctuations in the
pattern of traded artefacts from Exeter may be reflected in those from Cornwall; we have at pre-
sent no other point of reference. Our knowledge of local Cornish ceramic sequences, and so of the
changes in settlement patterns and society, is currently very imprecise and a major reference work
which should help with chronological problems is to be welcomed. This review presents a sum-
mary, rather than a critical analysis, of the volume, which provides detailed studies by expert
authorities; it should be essential reading and reference material for all interested in the develop-
ment of Cornwall as part of a canton of Britannia.

The volume is principally concerned with the Roman pottery recovered from excavations from
1971, when the Exeter Museums’ Archaeological Field Unit was set up, until 1979. Only one
major excavation has so far been published in detail - Paul T. Bidwell, The Legionary Bath-house
and Basilica and Forum at Exeter (Exeter Archaeological Reports 1, 1979). Exeter Archaeologi-
cal Report 2 is M.Maltby, The animal bones from Exeter 1971-1975 (1979) and Report 3 is
J.P.Allan, Medieval and post-medieval finds from Exeter (1984). Paul Bidwell’s volume on the
bath-house included a detailed study of the finds but it is impractical to provide comparable treat-
ment of artefacts from the large number of sites (excavated both before and after 1979) which await
publication. Bidwell’s 1979 publication set out an Exeter Roman fabric series, and showed that the
range of both fabrics and forms is comparatively restricted for a Roman urban centre. It is there-
fore intended that Roman finds from Exeter should provide the detailed background to concise
summaries of coarse pottery planned for publication in future excavation reports. (Details of fab-
ric analysis of selected pottery groups and lists of stratified contexts are given in microfiche).

The Exeter fabric series has already been used in a number of reports in Cornish Archaeology,
eg that on Carvossa (Carlyon 1987). These reports drew heavily on the expertise of Paul Bidwell
and referred to the volume now discussed as ‘Bidwell forthcoming’. The title of the volume was
given in a variety of forms but was always referenced as Exeter Archaeological Reports 4. Now
that the volume is published it should be used to supplement these reports. Since 1979 a number of
fabrics have been traced to probable sources and the authors now prefer to use a source name where
possible rather than a fabric number; the major exemplar is fabric 5, now known as South Devon
Ware from its probable source in the Dart Valley area.

An introductory chapter provides a concise account of the development of /sca Dumnoniorum.
(Evidence for prehistoric activity is still sparse). Military occupation starts ¢ AD 55-60, probably
close to the later end of this range, and continued until the transfer of the Second Legion to Caer-
leon ¢ AD 74. Civilian occupation began immediately after this, with major construction work in
the AD 70s and 80s. The first phase of the town defences, an earthwork and ditch, is dated ¢ AD
160-200, the replacement of the earthwork with the City Wall occurring perhaps around AD 200.
The artefact range, especially coinage, indicates that occupation within Exeter was very much in
decline by the last decades of the fourth century. By the late fifth century the basilica had been
demolished and part of the site used for a cemetery, possibly Christian. There is still no evidence
for post-Roman Mediterranean imported wares or any sixth century occupation.
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Chapter II summarises the main trends in occurrence of different types of ceramics and other
artefacts, against which assemblages from elsewhere in the region can be assessed. It highlights
centres of production in West Dorset/East Devon and around Exeter itself, initiated during the mil-
itary occupation but continuing to supply the town for varying periods of time. The detailed data
for these recently recognised production centres is presented in Chapter VI on ‘The Coarse Pot-
tery’. Both these initial chapters are very clearly written and provide enjoyable reading for the non-
specialist.

Coins are covered in Chapter III. Detailed identifications of some 450 coins and two small
hoards by N.Shiel are followed by a discussion by R.Reece, who assesses the significance of the
fluctuations in coins throughout the Roman period against national trends. Claudian and Neronian
coins occur in large numbers, while those of the Flavian period fall within the national average.
Thereafter coins from Exeter, compared to other urban sites, decline steadily to a period with no
finds in the mid-third century; in the later third century there is a return to the national average, but
a gradual decline during the fourth century with only a single find from the House of Theodosius.
This clearly stated pattern could provide the basis for future comparative studies of coins from rur-
al areas of Devon and Cornwall. A final section by G.C. Boon rigorously examines the controver-
sial Greek/pre-Roman and Byzantine post-Roman coins and convincingly demonstrates that they
are unlikely to have come from their ‘recorded’ findspots; this is followed by a catalogue of Byzan-
tine copper coins from the British Isles in which few are accepted as authentic losses. Boon’s con-
tribution is useful for studies of post-Roman Dumnonia and should end long-running arguments
about the significance of the Exeter finds for the pre- and post-Roman periods.

The samian ware, in Chapter I'V: potters’ stamps by B.Dickinson, decorated sherds by
G.B.Dannell, is presented as a well-illustrated catalogue, but without any general consideration or
discussion of undecorated forms; analyses of all forms from selected contexts are presented in a
series of tables in Appendix II. Coverage of the fine wares in Chapter V includes more background
and comment - by K.Greene (pre-Flavian), D.M.Bailey (lamps), and V.Rigby (Gaulish imports
and related wares). A final section by the principal authors on ‘other fine wares’, based on identi-
fications by V.Swan, contains useful summaries of the occurrence of the commoner fabrics, Nene
Valley during the third century, New Forest from the late third through the fourth, and Oxfordshire
starting rather later but also continuing through the fourth century. For both New Forest and
Oxfordshire wares the incidence is low compared to such sites as Ilchester, a factor related to dis-
tance from production centres. This section also includes less common material, especially the
céramique a ' éponge from the Bordeaux region.

K.Hartley covers mortaria in Chapter VII, with a useful discussion based on quantification. Up
until the early fourth century continental imports are more common than British products, with the
Rhineland providing the majority of pieces through the third century. Although the Rhineland
industries are usually considered as terminated by the Frankish invasions of AD 258 this material
continues to occur at Exeter well into the fourth century. Oxfordshire mortaria do not appear at
Exeter before the early fourth century. The catalogue is presented on microfiche. Amphorae are
discussed by the principal authors in the same chapter, using identifications by D.P.S.Peacock,
S.J.Key and P.T.Bidwell; Italic and Spanish sources provide most material until their production
ceased in the late third century, North African vessels becoming gradually more common through
the fourth century. This detailed study which recognises fourth century amphorae from a variety
of origins makes the absence of imported B ware amphorae both obvious and reliably evidenced.

The concluding Chapters, VIII on the glass by D.A.Allen, IX on ‘The Small Objects’ by a vari-
ety of specialists, and X on building materials, provide useful reference sections.

The core of the volume is Chapter VI on ‘The Coarse Pottery’, which presents a range of fab-
rics with petrological analyses, and demonstrates previously unknown production centres in East
Devon and adjacent areas. ‘Black-burnished wares’ have been studied in detail and this has
enabled the well-established ‘standard’ BB 1, most of which had been formerly sourced to the
Poole Harbour area of Dorset, to be divided into two distinct groups. South-East Dorset BB 1 (fab-
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ric 31) from the Poole Harbour area has been distinguished from South-Western (fabric 40) with a
source probably between the rivers Axe and Brit. South-Western BB 1 occurs in substantial quan-
tities during the military occupation, is the dominant fabric during the second century but goes out
of production sometime during the third century. South-East Dorset BB I occurs regularly through
the first and second centuries but from the later third is increasingly common, as other fabric cen-
tres go out of production, and by the late fourth century supplies some 80% of the pottery in Exeter.
Studies of both BB fabrics, and of a second-century variant, Fine South-Western BB1 (fabric 60),
include valuable appraisals of their major forms and the accuracy of their dating.

Other wares identified have their distributions focused on Exeter. There is a series of ‘Fortress
wares’, produced during the military occupation but probably continuing into the second century.
Other wares probably made locally include Exeter Sandy Grey Ware (fabric 151), Exeter Mica-
ceous Grey Ware (fabric 125) and Exeter Gritty Grey Ware (fabric 101), with varying production
spans in the first and second centuries. Occasional sherds of some have been recognised on Cor-
nish sites. Gabbroic Ware (fabric 2) the major Cornish pottery of the period, occurs in small quan-
tities at Exeter only in the first and second centuries.

South Devon Ware (fabric 5), on which a detailed study has already been published (Bidwell
and Sylvester 1988), begins to occur in quantity by ¢ AD 200, with major increases in the fourth
century. The pattern which seems to be emerging is one in which the South-East Dorset and South
Devon production centres become predominant during the fourth century, a pattern which appears
to be reflected by the impact of their products in Cornwall in the late Roman period.

The authors emphasise that their work is only a beginning, that more fabrics remain to be clear-
ly identified and sourced, and further refinements should be expected in the typology, chronology
and distribution of those now well established. Clearer links should also emerge between the dis-
tribution of pottery and that of other commodities. They are to be congratulated on the clear ana-
lytical presentation of their material. From a Cornish perspective their work provides a reference
framework for the varying distribution and dating of ceramics which is lacking within the Duchy
itself. Its publication should increase the standard of pottery reports from sites of the Roman peri-
od and also stimulate research into other commodities traded in the South West and the relation-
ship of their distribution patterns, in space and time, with those of the pottery fabrics.

Henrietta Quinnell

Bidwell, P.T., and Silvester, R.J., 1988, ‘The Roman Pottery’ in B. Cunliffe, Mount Batten, Ply-

mouth,42-9
Carlyon, P.M., 1987, ‘Finds from the earthwork at Carvossa, Probus’, Cornish Archaeol 26, 103-
44

STONE CROSSES IN NORTH CORNWALL by Andrew Langdon
Federation of Old Cornwall Societies, 1992
ISBN 0902660 209,74 + v pp, pb £4.95

Almost exactly one hundred years after the first A.G.Langdon completed his monumental O/d
Cornish Crosses (1896, republished 1988 by Cornwall Books), still one of Cornwall’s finest works
of scholarship, the second (no relation) publishes the first of what we imagine, and hope, will be a
series of substantial regional surveys of the present state of Cornwall’s crosses. Andrew Langdon,
with the generously acknowledged encouragement of Mary Henderson and the solid and cheerful
support of the Old Cornwall Societies, has for over a decade been an energetic and tactfully per-
sistent champion of these beautiful stones. He has regularly contributed articles to this journal
recording losses, discoveries and re-erections (see p0O0 above). In this well-produced and clear-
ly laid-out book 102 crosses are each given a neat half-page; a description and recent history set
alongside an illustration, usually a photograph. Another 22 stones - cross-bases and other ‘possi-
bles’ - are dealt with as short notes.
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The need for such a series, to update the original Langdon, is real. Apart from the many dis-
coveries and re-assessments made since 1896, there have been changes to at least 130 of the 360
crosses featured in that first book; movement, repair, damage or, most distressingly, loss. These
much-loved monuments, age-worn and lichen-covered, so settled and peaceful in a Cornish
churchyard or at a quiet cross-roads, are in fact very mobile and thus worryingly vulnerable.
Andrew Langdon’s book will, it is believed, help to ensure their survival by increasing local com-
munities’ and individuals’ awareness of their crosses. Among introductory sections discussing the
various types of cross, their possible dating and their uneven distribution through the county,
Andrew has an interesting chapter on the role of the Old Cornwall Societies in lifting and repair-
ing neglected or abused crosses over the last 60 years.

The Cornwall Archaeological Society and all those who care for Conwall’s past owe a great
debt to the Old Cornwall Societies and to the A.G.Langdons, a debt that will continue to grow as
Andrew’s series of guidebooks is extended.

Peter Herring
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CORNISH ARCHAEOLOGY 31, 1992

Vivien Russell 1904-92
P.A.S.PooL

It is fitting that Vivien Russell should have died in her home parish of Sennen, which she loved
and where she spent so much of her life. Sennen is famous for its First and Lasts, and Vivien was
very proud of being the First and Last Bard, and more recently the First and Last Antiquary. By
birth, though, she was not Cornish; she was born in 1904 in Bristol, where her father, Cecil Rus-
sell, was a house-master at Clifton College. Her parents regularly brought the family to Sennen on
holiday, and one of Vivien's earliest memories was of playing tiddly-winks with her brother on the
floor of the holiday house. That brother, Harley Raymond Russell, became a casualty of the War
in 1915, and his memorial is in Sennen church. Vivien was educated at Clifton High School and St
Hugh’s College, Oxford; she later continued the family association with Sennen by buying ahouse
there. She never wanted to live any-
where else, and although she was to
meet a full share of life’s misfortunes,
her life was happy in that she spent most
of itliving where she wanted to live, and
doing what she wanted to do. _

She became aware of the wealth of
antiquities in Cornwall and especially in |
West Penwith, the study of which
became her life’s work. She joined the
West Cornwall Field Club and worked
with them at Maen Castle, a site almost
on her doorstep which was her introduc-
tion to the craft of excavation. But her
studies were interrupted by the outbreak §
of another war, the whole of which she : ,
spent in the WAAF, serving in a very & Z58es e ‘
specialised unit at Medmenham which (5 8% ,
included many archaeologists and dealt %
with the interpretation of aerial pho- &
tographs. When she was demobilised
her Commanding Officer gave a refer- &
ence which got her exactly right: ‘She #
has at all times worked hard, almost to %8
excess, and has particular aptitude for " y:
any difficult work of a research nature a8
requiring application. She can be trusted 8
implicitly’.

She returned to Sennen and resumed
work on the antiquities of West Penwith, §
digging each year with the Field Club
and gradually evolving the project
which was to become her most impor-
tant work, the archaeological gazetteer

of the district. But progress was held up . 2 B
by the need to earn money. Her private Vivien Russell at Nornour, ¢ 1971, photo D Gould

- e
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income was insufficient to support even her very modest life-style, and so she became a profes-
sional archaeologist, working on rescue excavations arranged by the Ancient Monuments Inspec-
torate of the then Ministry of Works. Most of these were outside Cornwall, but she was able to take
part in Mrs Christie’s important excavations on the guardianship site of Carn Euny.

[Her contribution to the many excavations she worked on outside Cornwall in the late 1950s
and 60s must not go unrecorded. She assisted John Wacher at Catterick, Ernest Greenfield on
numerous sites, including Thistleton, (Rutland), Puncknowle (Dorset), Witcombe (Glos),
Feltwell (Norfolk) and Philip Rahtz at Writtle (Essex), Cheddar (Somerset), Hog Cliff Hill and
Shearplace Hill (Dorset). Professor Rahtz writes: *her forte was in recording what was there, and
this was full, as she was a very good troweller. Her recording was as objective as it could be, and
this proved crucial when it came to writing up: there was no colouring of the record by interpreta-
tion, and when I wove elaborate tales about what it all meant she was interested but faintly amused:
the record was the thing.” He instances particularly Hog Cliff Hill, which Ann Woodward wrote
up afterwards, and ‘was able to use Vivien's plans and sections to reconstruct a remarkable
sequence of which I was quite unaware at the time of digging.’

Vivien was also a great contributor to excavations in the Isles of Scilly, particularly at Nornour
from 1970-73, where her knowledge of the behaviour of granite-based stratigraphy was invalu-
able, as was her total dedication to the task in hand, a rather fearsome integrity leavened by her
quiet humour. SB]

Vivien was one of those who fall under the mysterious spell of West Penwith, for whom this
small peninsula offers all that one asks of life, and who grudge all time spent elsewhere. The area
is unique in the number and variety of its ancient sites, and in the number and stature of the schol-
ars who have studied them over three centuries, and whose work is recorded in a vast number of
books and manuscripts. It was Vivien’s plan, first to record all the sites on the ground and note
exactly what had survived, and secondly to check all the printed and manuscript records, both of
the surviving sites and of the many which had been destroyed, thus producing a full archaeologi-
cal gazetteer of the area. Progress was slow; Vivien was a perfectionist, who believed that nothing
should be published until it was as good as it could possibly be. Eventually she was persuaded by
colleagues that no work, however scholarly, could ever be perfect, and that hers was good enough
to make publication not merely possible, but essential. So published it was, first as highly abbre-
viated parish lists in the Proceedings of the West Cornwall Field Club and its successor, Cornish
Archaeology, (which later became routine, but of which Vivien was the pioneer), and then in
extended and permanent form as a book, West Penwith Survey, published by this Society in 1971.
Itis hard to exaggerate the importance of this book to students of the area: it meant, simply, that the
antiquities of West Penwith were better recorded than those of anywhere else in the country. It was
not, of course, the last word on the subject, as further discoveries have been and will be made, but
itis the most important work of archaeological record ever published on any part of Cornwall, and
a model for those working in other areas. It would have been a magnificent life’s work, even if
Vivien had done nothing more, but in fact she did more, and a similar work on Scilly was published
in 1980. After that, infirmity prevented her from visiting sites in the field, but she continued with
historical work, turning to research on the population records of Penwith in the 17th century.

Vivien was a very shy and reserved person who hated the limelight and any form of personal
publicity; except for a short period as Secretary of the West Cornwall Field Club she shunned
office, avoided committee work, and never joined the local lecture circuit. Perhaps this explains
why recognition of her work was sometimes slow in coming: she was made a Bard of the Gorsedd
in 1955, an Honorary Research Fellow of the Institute of Cornish Studies in 1972, and a Fellow of
the Society of Antiquaries in 1983, a rather tardy but much appreciated recognition from the pre-
mier archaeological society in the country.

Vivien, unlike so many scholars, was always generous with her learning. Everything she knew
was at the service of any enquirer who shared her devotion to West Penwith and to scholarship. I
was one such; she seemingly recognised in me a kindred spirit, and helped enormously with all my
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researches and writings. She taught me how to be an antiquary and historian; the importance of
clearexpression, theevaluation of evidence both on the ground and in documents, and the vital dis-
tinctions between proved facts, probabilities, possibilities, and wishful thinking. Together we
explored and recorded large areas of Penwith, and made some important discoveries; we excavat-
ed, under her direction, such sites as Try longstone (Cornish Archaeol 3,1964, 15-26) and Chapel
Jane (Cornish Archaeol 7, 1968, 43-53); we tried to solve the mysteries of the St Buryan Charter,
but retired defeated like everyone else. More recently, she passed to me her large collection of
material on West Penwith field names, representing years of work, and was delighted when I was
able to add my own researches and publish the results. Many others were helped in similar ways.

Vivien was a very gentle and considerate person, always willing to believe the best of anyone,
except people who damaged ancient sites whom she regarded, rightly, as being beyond the pale. I
remember once when we were talking to a farmer whom she suspected of having demolished a
cross,and who whenquestioned became firstevasive and then abusive. She hastened out of earshot
and then said to me ‘what a very unscholarly man that was!’. She could think of no harsher criti-
cism than that.

Vivien was unlucky in the final phase of her life, which was protracted and at times disagree-
able, but she faced all its problems with extraordinary courage and cheerfulness. In early old age
she underwent a series of major operations, and though she recovered a degree of mobility, she
could no longer stride over the hills with her previous stamina and agility. Over a period of years
she became slowly weaker, and had to make difficult decisions: first to sell her house and move into
asheltered tenancy, and later to give that up and move into a home for the elderly. Fortunately both
moves were short ones, and she was able until the end to remain part of the community in Sennen.
Butshe lost her sightand then, tragically, the use of herlegs, and recently she would say quite open-
ly that her life had become a burden to herself and to others and that she wanted to go.

To the end, Vivien remained the scholar. When she realised that her researches were over, she
asked me to sort through her papers and pass all her archaeological notes and records to the Library
of the Royal Institution of Cornwall, so that her work will be available for her successors to build
on. She will be remembered by all who knew her as a delightful and courageous person, and by
scholars as a worthy successor to the great antiquaries who worked in this area in the past: the two
Borlases, Richard Edmonds, John Blight and Frederick Hirst. That is how she would have wanted
to be remembered.

Based on an address given at Sennen church, October 1992
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