





























































































































































































































































































































































































































HUNDRED OF POWDER
17: PARISH OF TYWARDREATH (3000 acs.)
PETER SHEPPARD

ANY
PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS REFERENCES
EXTANT
Barrows
1 Trenython 10375431 Yes SMR SX15SW2; Tumulus OS 6" 1963; TA
1210 The Barrows; OS index SX15SW6;
(Parish boundary)
2  Gribben 09724979 Yes SMR SX04NES3; Air photo ECLP(1963)7/1675
3  Menabilly 09415093 Yes? SMR SXO05SE30; OS index SX05SE3; Air

photo ECLP (1963) 7/1675

(TA 405 Moor called Barrows must be mining because it was formerly a sea inlet)

Prehistoric Track
1 Trenython 10225435 SMR SX15SW112; DDR(S) 84/1 p.2 CRO;
to 10035412 (notice RRIC(1849)Pl.xxvi)
Rounds
1  Caruggatt Ap.084564 SMR SX05NE81; 1150 Kairhugat,Hend.Top
or 086568 111 195; Gover 427; TA 856 Carroggatt Wood
2  Trenython 10255438 Yes SMR SX15SW107; OS index SX15SW5; OS
1813; RRIC (1849) 30,PlL.xxvi (Hr.Lwr.Castle
Fields adjoin); Essays 26; Lake IV 281;
DDR(S)84/1 p.2 CRO; Thomas 45
3  Kilhallon 07325492 SMR SX05SE31; CA Newsletter 19; CA
15(1976)67; ‘‘possible round”’ H.L. Douch
Round Fields
1  Trenadlyn 09985598 SMR SXO0O5NE82; TA972b Round Close
2  Par 08135425 SMR SXO5SES6; TA 144.150 Round Meadow
3 Kilmarth 09265255 SMR SXO05SE62; Round Meadow, DDR
5274/2,3 CRO
Crosses, Cross Sites?
1  Tregaminion 09655193 Yes SMR SXO5SE28; (not in situ) JRIC(NS) III
469; Hend.EA.II 194; Gt.& Little Cross Parks
(in 1825) DDR 5274/5,7.CRO: DDR(S)84/1 p.37
CRO; TA 1393 Pearces Gt.Cross Park, 1395
Parsons Little Cross Park; X.E.14; Langdon
83; Lake IV 279; VCH 426; Baird
2  Trenython 10075406 Yes SMR SX15SW3; OS index SX15SW16; Baird;
JRIC(NS) III 469; Hend.E.A.II 194; VCH 438;
Langdon/Hend; C.M.(1898)74-5
3  Treesmill Ap.088555 SMR SX05NE71; TA 683,686 Cross Parks
4  Lanescot Ap.080557 SMR SXO5NE72;TA 738-9,741-2 Cross Parks
5  Trill Ap.090531 SMR SX05SE63; TA 211 Cross Park; DDR
5274/7 CRO
6  Tywardreath 08475430 Yes SMR SXO05SE71; Shaft, OS index SXO5SET;
JRIC(NS) III 468; Notice in church porch.
7  Polridmouth 09675190 Yes SMR SX05SE28; Base, Baird; Langdon 273
(Now at ’
Tregaminion)
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ANY
PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS REFERENCES
EXTANT

(SMR SXO05SE28, SX15SW7, SX15SW8, A second cross at Tregaminion was probably Barr Cross from
Lanlivery parish. Another cross, from the Lanlivery/Golant boundary, is at Menabilly, and a second cross
at Menabilly is from Methrose in Luxulyan. JRIC(NS)III 469; DDR(S)84/1 p.37 CRO; Lake IV 279; X.E.15;
Dexter 18-9,161; Langdon 273,300; Hend.E.A.II 194; Baird; OS index SX15SW2.)

Medieval & Later

1 Tywardreath 08505425 SMR SX05SET7; Site of St. Andrew’s Priory,
0OS 6"'1962; OS index SXO5SE7; JRIC(NS) I11
460-8; TA 14 Abbey Orchard; Lake IV 274-7;
OC IIT 311-321; Vincent 11,12,14; Pol HC 11
117,171; Hend.E.A.II 174-193; WA 1X24; Pen
HS II 264; Gilbert HS II 873; CCG 196; Early
Tours 40 (Leland); H & D II 653-5; Lysons 11
315; Gilbert PH IV 100,104; History of Totnes
Priory . . . together with the sister Priory of
Tywardreath. H.R. Watkins (Torquay 1917)
Vol II 1028-9. (This work seems to print all the
known documents)

2  Chapeldown Ap.090548 SMR SX05SE41; Chapel, JRIC(NS) III 469;
TA 1055,1099,1100 Chapel Park; 1586
Chappell Downe, Hend.Top III 195

3 Gribben 098498 Yes SMR SX04NE4; Enclosure banks and ditches,
Air photo ECLP (1963) 7/1675
4 Pelean 08475635 SMR SXO5NES83; TA 867 Culver House
5 Par 07625448 SMR SX05SE42; TA 440 St. Andrew’s Bridge
Park; CBS 82; Martyn; DDX 415/144 CRO
6 Tywardreath 08435428 ? SMR SXO05SE43; TA 174 Newhouse Manor
Pound
7 Tywardreath 08555431 Yes SMR SXO5SE55; TA 2 Market House;
Vincent 18; DDX 415/143 CRO; Lake IV 282
8 Kilhallon 076550 SMR SX05NE73; TA 494,635 Deer Park
9  Tywardreath 08535432 Yes SMR SX05SE56; TA la Coach House
10 Beacon 09764980 Yes SMR SX04NE2; TA 1446 Preventive Service
Station
11 Beacon 09794976 Yes SMR SX04NE1; TA 1442 Outer Beacon; DDX
415/143 CRO; Lake IV 280
12 Polmear 08855347 Yes SMR SX05SE44; Rashleigh Almshouses,

Cornish Guardian 6.10.1977; Vincent 19; TA
333 Widows Garden & Houses; Lake IV 281;
Pen HS II 264; Lysons II 317; Gilbert HS II

877
13 Tywardreath 08395439 Yes SMR SX05SE45; TA 50 Schoolhouses; Local
inf.
14  Vicinity of 102548 SMR SX15SW108; Civil War battleground,
Castle Dore Coate 149; Lake II 98; Local inf. relics found;
(see also JRIC(NS) I appendix(1951)67-8, 97)
15  Menabilly 10035117 Yes SMR SX15SW109; Mansion, DDX 415/143

CRO; Pen HS II 262; Lake IV 279; Chesher
101; Pevsner 101; Coate 153,357-360

16 Par 07655443 SMR SX05SE46; Causeway, DDX 415/144 CRO
17 Tywardreath 08205485 Yes SMR SX05SE47; Causeway, DDX 415/144 CRO
18  Tregaminion 09675192 Yes SMR SX05SE48; Chapel of Ease (1815),

Vincent 16; Lake IV 278-9; Lysons II 317;
Gilbert HS II 876

19  Menabilly 10295054 Yes SMR SX15SW114; Grotto, Early Tours 250
(Maton); AD 43 CRO; H & D II 657; Lake IV
279; Pevsner 101
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PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS  REFERENCES
EXTANT
Mills
1 Polridmouth 10325052 SMR SX15SW115; TA 1456 Grist Mill; Pen
HS II 262
2 Trees Mill Ap. 089554 SMR SXO5NE74; 1235 Melyntrait, Gover 429;
1150 Melyntrait, Hend.Top III 195; TA 1091
Mill House
Industriai
1 Par 07565364 SMR SXO5SE49; TA 376 Fish Cellars
2  Penpillick 08015654 Yes SMR SXO5NE75; TA 803 Smiths Shop; Local
inf.
3  Polmear 08735355 SMR SXO5SE50; TA 1278 Lime Kiln
4  St. Blazey Bridge 07065508 Yes SMR SXO5NE76; TA 515a Lime Kilns
5  Porcupine 07655590 Yes SMR SXO5NE80/2; TA 755 Railway &
and 07655585 Stamps; Mines XIV 27; Todd/Laws 39; (Two
inclines)
6  Porcupine/ 083558 Yes SMR SXO5NE80; Fowey Consols Mine, DDX
Lanescot (Large area 415/140 CRO; Mines XIV 26-31; DD CF 3060
surrounding) CRO; TA 730-6, 741-6
7  Penpillick 08315599 Yes SMR SXO5NE80/1; Austen Engine House;
Mines XIV 27-31, photo op 53; Todd/Laws 39
8  Kilmarth 09445256 SMR SXO0O5SE70; Malthouse, DDR 5274/2, 3
CRO; TA 218 Malthouse Md. 221 Malthouse
Hill; TA Map
9  Polkerris 09225201 Yes SMR SXO5SE51; Pier, Lake IV 280; Gilbert
HS II 876; Todd/Laws 195
10  Polkerris 09285205 Yes SMR SXO5SE64; TA 241 Fish Cellars;

Engraving, Daniel 1825; Ant 69(1944)38-40;
Todd/Laws 195, 244

11 Polkerris 09315209 Yes SMR SXO5SE65; TA 243, 245 Fish Cellars

12 Polkerris 09265200 Yes SMR SXO05SE66; Old Limekiln, OS 6" 1962;
Todd/Laws 195

13  Polmear 08835345 SMR SXO5SE52; TA 338 Blacksmiths Shop

14  Kilhallon 07175465 SMR SXO5SE53; TA 482 WH.Union, 478
Engine House; Mines XIV 26

15  W. parish 07495594 Yes SMR SXO05SE67,SX0O5NE77; Canal, Todd/

boundary to 07555350 Laws 39,133; DDX 415/144 CRO; TA 402a,

411a, 509a, 511a, 515 Canal Lines

16  Par 08125372 SMR SXO5SE54; TA 165 Lime Kiln

17  Par Ap.077537 SMR SXO5SE68; Fish Pond/Salt Pans, Carew

212; DDR(S)84/1 p.137 CRO; DDX 415/144
CRO; H & D II 658; Lake IV 282

18  Penpillick 07935640 Yes SMR SXO5NE78; Round House & Horse
Gear, OC VII 446
19  Treesmill 09055584 Yes SMR SXO5NE79; Engine House
PRESENT
PROVE NANCE OBJECT LOCALITY REFERENCES
Miscellaneous Finds
1 Tywardreath Mensa Church SMR SXO05SE72; JRIC XII 142; Vincent 14;
CACT 107, 109
2 Menabilly R. Coin SMR SXO05SE27; OS index SXO5SE1; H & D
Hoard 1 369, 377; DDR(S)84/1 p.23 CRO; Pen HS II
265; Lake IV 282; VCHR 42
3  Vicarage Rd. M.B.A. Truro SMR SXO5SE58; RIC Catalogue
Palstave
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PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS  REFERENCES
EXTANT

4 Penhale Saxon Truro SMR SX15SW110; RIC Catalogue
Coin Hoard B.M.

5 Tywardreath Carved Tyward- SMR SXO5SE7/1; Lake IV 277; Vincent 11;
Stonework reath (Found in numerous places. Believed to have

come from the Priory.)
6  Shipwreck Stonework Menabilly SMR SXO5SE7/2, SX15SW109; Lake IV 278;

?0riginated from Priory.
7 Med & Later 14 Cannon Balls Finder SMR SX15SW108/1; Mrs Watts, Trees Mill

8 Par Stone Chest with SMR SXO05SE32; Norden; Carew 211; Lake IV
inscribed urn. 282; Pol HC I 140; OS index SXO5SE2
9 Kilhallon Samian & R.B. Truro SMR SXO05SE31/1; CA Newsletter 19; CA
(Round 3) Pottery, Bronze 15(1976)67
Brooch.
10 Polkerris Cannons (6) Polkerris SMR SXO0O5SE69; Todd/Laws 244
11 Tywardreath Shells & Animal SMR SXO5SE73; CA 15(19767)67
bones

HUNDRED OF WEST
3: PARISH OF ST. WINNOW (5000 acs.)

PETER SHEPPARD

ANY
PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS REFERENCES
EXTANT
Barrows ) o
1 Bofarnel 11666327 Yes SMR SX16SW8; OS index SX16SW11;
Thomas 54
2 Bofarnel 11816337 Yes SMR SX16SW6; OS index SX16SW12;
Thomas 54
3 Bofarnel 11846340 Yes SMR SX16SW5; OS index SX16SW13;
Thomas 54
4 Bofarnel 11966350 Yes SMR SX16SW4; OS index SX16SW14;
Thomas 54, diam 80 ft; Branson Barrow,
FS/3/901/11/3 CRO
5 Bofarnel 11866332 Yes SMR SX16SW7; OS index SX16SW31
6 Fairy Cross 12636279 Yes SMR SX16SW29; OS index
SX16SW17;Thomas 54, dia 90 ft.
7 Fairy Cross 12706271 Yes? SMR SX16SW30; OS index SX16SW18;
Thomas 54, dia 100 ft; TA 890 South Barrow
Down
8 Fairy Cross 12846255 Yes SMR SX16SW36; OS index SX16SW19;
9 Fairy Cross 13026232 Yes SMR SX16SW26; OS index SX16SW20;
Thomas 54, dia 70 ft.
10 Fairy Cross 13176227 Yes SMR SX16SW23; OS index SX16SW21;
Thomas 54, dia 80 ft.
11 Fairy Cross 13266228 Yes SMR SX16SW25; OS index SX16SW21
12 Fairy Cross 12206186 Yes SMR SX16SW28; OS index SX16SW22;
Thomas 54, dia 70 ft.
13 Fairy Cross 129627 SMR SX16SW31; OS index SX16SW1
14 Fairy Cross 129627 SMR SX16SW24; As above
15 Fairy Cross 13076230 SMR SX16SW51; Thomas 54, dia 20 ft.
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PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS REFERENCES
EXTANT
16  Fairy Cross 13126227 Yes? SMR SX16SW52; As above
17 Moilesbarrow 12286163 Yes SMR SX16SW27; OS index SX16SW23; TA
895 Moiles Barrow Close, 897 Moiles Barrow
Waste; Thomas 54, dia 65 ft; OC I 12(1930)11;
Archaeol Cambrensis VIII (1862)307, 310,
323-4; Local inf. locates this barrow as the one
cited in the last ref.
18  Moilesbarrow 12386153 Yes SMR SX16SW34; OS index SX16SW24; Mile
Barrow, Lanhydrock Atlas; Thomas 54, dia 80
ft; TA 899 Moiles Barrow Slips; DDF 326
CRO.
19  Druids Hill 12496147 Yes SMR SX16SW33; OS index SX16SW25A;
Thomas 54, dia 55 ft.
20  Druids Hill 12526145 Yes SMR SX16SW45; OS index SX16SW25B;
Thomas 54, dia 65 ft.
21 Druids Hill 13026146 SMR SX16SW55; TA 947 The Crooks
22 Bawdoe 13155920 SMR SX15NW41; TA 1060 Burrow Park
23  Bosmaugan Ap.119625 SMR SX16SW48; OS 1813; FS/3/901/11/3 CRO
24  Bosmaugan Ap.120625 SMR SX16SW49; As above
25  Bosmaugan Ap.120623 SMR SX16SW50; Thomas 54, dia 65ft.
26  Downend 11875972 SMR SX15NW67; ‘a small barrow’
Lanhydrock Atlas
Rounds
1. Tregays Ap.124578 SMR SX15NW42; 1314 Tregaers, Gover 307
2. Trewether 11785866 SMR SX15NW43; TA 228 Castle Hay
3. Bridgend 10845977 SMR SX15NW44; TA 433 Greensbury
Round Fields
1 Coldbeacon 11916109 SMR SX16SW53; TA 629 Round Park
2  Polmaugan 11306253 SMR SX16SW54; TA 663 Round Park
3  Coombe 13255940 SMR SX15NW45; TA 1036 Round Close
Lans
1. Lanwithan Ap.109594 SMR SX15NW46; 1302 Lankewoythian, Gover
307; TA 399 Lanwithin; Doble 44
Crosses, Cross Sites?
1 Fairy Cross 12576219 SMR SX16SW56; 1359 Fair Cross, Gover 307;
Fair-a-Crows, Baird; OS 1813; TA 893 Fairy
Cross Closes; OC I 12(1930)11
2  Waterlake 10206341 Yes SMR SX16SW35; OS index SX16SW10; Baird;
TA 710 Cross Cottage; Lake IV 331; Langdon
68; X.E.8; WMN 28.11.1928; DCNQ XXX 2-4
3 Ethy 13355800 SMR SX15NW47; TA 54,71 Cross Parks;
DCNQ XXX 129; (? as St. Nectans)
4 St. Nectans 12855997 Yes SMR SX15NW11; OS index SX15NW16;
Baird; CPRE 61; Hend VI 620; DCNQ XXX
129; (? as Ethy)
5 Moilesbarrow 712286165 SMR SX16SW57; Moile’s Cross or Treveny
Cross, OC 1 12(1930)11; Hend VI 623; Doble
44, Boundary in 1606
6  Tawell 13455872 SMR SX15NW48; TA 38 Cross Park
7 Colwood 714825845 SMR SX15NW49; TA 12 Cross Park
8  Trewether 12205841 SMR SX15NW50; TA 182 Cross Park
9 St. Winnow 11555760 SMR SX15NW51; TA 282-3 Hr. Lwr. Cross
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129



ANY

PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS REFERENCES
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10 Bosmaugan 11506174 SMR SX16SW58; TA 638 Cross Park
11 Bridgend 10976008 SMR SX16SW59; TA 461 Cross Meadow
12 Lanwithan 11075925 SMR SX15NW52; TA 345-6 Lwr. Hr. Cross
Parks

(Note: Cross at Druids Hill is from Lanlivery parish. SMR SX16SW37; OS index SX16SW27;
X.E.22-3; Langdon 167; Lake IV 331; DCNQ XXIV 219; Baird)

Chapels

1 St. Nectans 12835999 Yes SMR SX15NW53; (With cemetry); TA 1111 St.
Nightons Chapel, 1063, 1065 Chapel Fields;
1270 Capellae Sancti Nictani, Gover 307; CCG
206; Lake IV 328; Pevsner 178; Pen HS II
284; DCNQ XXX 129; Lysons 328; Doble 25;
Hend VI 611, 616, 620; Kelly (1910)371

2 Respryn Ap.101635 SMR SX16SW60; St. Martin, CCG 206; CBS
76; H & D II 681; Doble 44; WMN 28.11.1928;
Lysons 328; Hend EA East Corn; Hend VI
610, 621

3 Bosmaugan 11556225 SMR SX16SW61; St. Martin, Lake IV 328; TA
645 Chapel Park; H & D II 681; Lysons 328;
JRIC(NS)III 53; Pen HS II 284; Doble 44;
Hend VI 621

Medieval & Later

1 St. Winnow 11575701 Yes SMR SX15NW17; Manor House (Remains of)
0S 6” 1963; OS index SX15NW3; H & D I1
679; Lake IV 328-9; Gilbert HS II 904; Early
Tours 45(Leland); JRIC XIX 423; Essays 152;
Doble 44

2 Ethy 13345724 SMR SX15NW16; Manor House (Remains of)
0S” 1963; OS index SX15NW6; H & D II 680;
Lake 1V 329; Pevsner 53; Norden; Early Tours
46(Leland); Gilbert HS 11 906; Pen HS II 284.

3 Beacon Hill 12335970 SMR SX15NW10; King Charles Redoubt, OS
1813; OS index SX15NW11; Coate 146; Lake
IV 331, Supplementary 12; Thomas 54; Pen

HS IT 284
4 Bridgend 11125970 SMR SX15NW54; TA 413 Butts Meadow;
Doble 44
5 Bridgend 10855988 SMR SX15NW55; TA 435 Poors House
6 Lantivers 211555775 SMR SX15NW56; TA 270 Pound Pk. 272
Pound Md.
7 Lantivers 113577 SMR SX15NW57; TA 273-4 Deer Parks
8 Branstone 11146424 ? SMR SX16SW62; TA 840 Pound Md.
9 Trevego 13825983 Yes SMR SX15NW12; House, OS index
SX15NW12; Lake IV 331; H & D 11 681;
Gilbert HS II 906
10 Lane End 10556028 SMR SX16SW63; TA 512 Culver House Md.
11 St. Winnow 123569 SMR SX15NW58; TA 156-8 Deer Park;
Essays 162; Norden map
12 Beacon Hill 12335970 SMR SX15NW10; TA 927 St Winnow Beacon;
DDF 326 CRO
13 Delawhidden 13206190 SMR SX16SW64; TA 967 Pound Md.
14 Rough Parks 135609 Yes SMR SX16SW65; TA 1000 Deer Park; Essays
(Boconnoc) 157, 161-2; Norden
15 Resperyn 09946350 Yes SMR SX06SE25; Bridge, CBS 76-7; CPRE 37;

Early Tours 45 (Leland); WMN 28.11.1928
130
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16 Rough Parks 12856066 Yes SMR SX16SW38; Entrenchment, OS 25” 1907;
OS index SX16SW5
17 Bridgend 108598 SMR SX15NW59; 1366 Med.suburb, Gover
307
18  Lerryn 14085716 Yes SMR SX15NW26; 15th cent. Bridge, CBS 80;
Early Tours 46 (Leland); Todd/Laws 232
19  Druids Hill 12666128 Yes SMR SX16SW37; Memorial to Civil War
fighting, Lake IV 331, Supplementary 8, 12;
Langdon 167
20  Bofarnel 10676330 Yes SMR SX16SW66; Wesleyan Chapel, Lake IV
331
21 St Nectans Ap. 128600 SMR SX16SW67; Abandoned Settlement,
Norden; TA 1104-1110 St Nightons Tnt.; Hend
VI 609, 613; Lake IV 328
22  Polmena 11065871 SMR SX15NW13; Site of Manor House, OS
index SX15NW10
Mills
1 Ethy Ap.131576 SMR SX15NW60; TA 82 Windmill Field;
Douch CW 17
2  Notts Hill 13065713 Yes SMR SX15NW61; TA 116 Mill (Nots Mill
Tnt.); ME 48, 49 CRO
3  Bridgend 10785990 Yes SMR SX15NW62; TA 505 House & Millpool
(Sheepwash Mills Tnt.); Corn Mill, OS 25”
1907; 1331 Sepwasche, Gover 307; Doble 44
4 St Winnow Mill 12835745 Yes SMR SX15NW63; TA 120 St Winnow Mills;
B 1813; Doble 44; Local Inf.
5  Millham/ 11486030 SMR SX16SW68; 1331 Polscoth Mill, Doble
Hr.Polscoe 44; TA 450 Millhouses; Corn Mill, OS 25”1907
6 Dawna Ap. 145614 SMR SX16SW69; Water Mill, Doble 44
7  Dawna Ap. 145614 SMR SX16SW70; Fulling Mill, Doble 44
Industrial
1 Lerryn 13985707 & Yes SMR SX15NW64; TA 96 Lerryn Quay, 102-3
14035712 Quays
2  Lerryn 13635693 Yes SMR SX15NW65; TA 114 Granary; ME 48, 49
CRO
3 Lerryn 13665692 Yes SMR SX15NW37; Quay, OS 6” 1963
4 Hr.Polscoe 11536033 ? SMR SX16SW71; TA 465 Blowing House Park
5 St Winnow 11455799 Yes SMR SX15NW38; Quay, Early Tours 46
(Leland); Doble 44
6  Newham 10935783 SMR SX15NW39; TA 301 Quay Meadow
7 Bofarnel 10826319 Yes SMR SX16SW72; Whim House, TA 756, 760
Lwr. Little, Round House Fields
8  Bofarnel 10626292 Yes SMR SX16SW73; Duke of Cornwall Mine
(Copper, Disused) OS 25" 1907
9 Beacon Hill 12185958 Yes SMR SX15NW40; Silvervein Mine, OS 25”
1907; Wh. Fortescue, Mines XIV 37-40
PRESENT
PROVENANCE OBJECT LOCALITY REFERENCES
Miscellaneous Finds
1 Bosmaugan Font Herodsfoot SMR SX16SW61/1; Lake IV 328; CCG 206;
(Chapel 3) Hend EA East Corn: Pevsner 68
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2 Ethy Roman Coins (4) SMR SX15NW29; OS index SX15NW1; H & D
1 369; Lake IV 331; VCHR 35; JRIC
Supplement (1866) Additions to Borlase Nat.
His.
3  Ethy Fluted pillar with 13125678 SMR SX15NW66;

4 St Nectans

capital base.
Carved Stonework 12855997

SMR SX15NW53/1

HUNDRED OF PENWITH, EASTERN DIVISION
ADDITIONS TO PREVIOUS LISTS
6: PARISH OF ST ERTH (CA 14(1975)112)

CEDRIC APPLEBY

ANY
PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS REFERENCES
EXTANT
Enclosures
1 Bosence 57293254 Yes SMR SW53SE113; Air photo, Prof. St. Joseph.
Cambridge. AOP 84 & 82
2 Bosence 57333235 Yes SMR SW53SE114; As above
Medieval & Later
4 St. Erth Ap.549350 SMR SW53NW92; Tithe Barn, 1630 Terrier,
(Churchtown) Hend. MSS (62) 39
27 St. Erth 55783506 Yes SMR SW53NE313; Old Vicarage. Med. Hall-
type House, extensively rebuilt 16th, 17th,
19th cent. Inf. Pauline Howard, Architect,
Truro.
28 Hayle 54623629 SMR SW53NW138; Turnpike House, TA map;
Causeway (Demolished ¢.1960)
PRESENT
PROVENANCE OBJECT LOCALITY  REFERENCES
Miscellaneous Finds
12 Hayle River ‘Stone Celt’ London?  SW 53 SW 139; R.I.C. letter dated 29.3.1930.
Ap.549347 Object found during tin-dredging.
13 Trelissick B.A.Mace-head  Trelissick SW 53 NE 314; Inf. Mr. Ryan, Trelissick.
Ap.553354
14 Round 7 Flint arrow-head Lanuthno SW 53 SE 119; Inf. Mrs. Taylor, Lanuthno
Farm Farm )
15 Round 7 Flint Flakes SW 53 SE 119; Inf. Mrs. Taylor, Lanuthno

152

Farm.




Details of work at Launceston Castle were
included in the interim report published in
the volume for 1977. A resumé of work by
the Cornwall Committee for Rescue
Archaeology will appear in the volume for
1979.

COLLIFORD RESERVOIR, ST. NEOT

Field survey work and excavations, funded
by the South West Water Authority and Job
Creation Programme, took place in the area
to be flooded for the future Colliford
Reservoir between July and December,
following an initial survey in 1975 by Prof.
A.C. Thomas.

Field walking and detailed survey pro-
duced a number of additional sites including
a medieval longhouse and a possible second
within the enclosure at Stuffle and a further
two cairns. The landscape preserves a
number of fossilised field patterns, and low
ridge and furrow, possibly made by spade,
was identified in several places. A series of
small trenches and pits was dug to elucidate
the nature of the boundaries and to provide
environmental evidence currently being
studied by Dr E. Maltby and Mr C.
Caseldine at Exeter University. The
enclosure at Stuffle, with fields and struc-
tures, was surveyed at 1:500, as was the
area of settlement at W Colliford, with
possible house platforms.

Two field clearance cairns were ex-
cavated, part of a small cairnfield. One
barrow was totally excavated, and proved to
consist of a central pit, in which no bone or
finds were preserved, partially sealed by the
inner of 2 concentric stone rings, which in
turn were covered by a rubble mound. The
outer ring sealed three large post holes or
small pits in one quadrant containing
charcoal which is currently being examined
by AML and AERE Harwell. Finds from the
barrow were almost allflint with a very high
proportion of waste material, some blades,
at least one scraper and a barbed and tanged
arrowhead. No pot earlier than late medieval

Excavation News 1977

has been found anywhere within the reser-
voir area, presumably due to soil conditions.

Another three barrows, a large single-
ringed one and two smaller ones, are in
course of excavation at W Colliford and work
will be resumed in 1978.

F.M. Griffith
15 Lawford Rd.,
London NW5.

STANNON 3, ST BREWARD

A third cairn was excavated at Stannon
(SX 18408095). In the central pit under a
capstone was an inverted biconical ribbon-
handled urn (Trevisker Series One) contain-
ing one or more cremations. The handle
(one was missing), the upper part of the
body, and the inside of the rim carried cord-
impressed chevron decoration. The urn had
a large crack down one side which had been
repaired by making holes on each side of the
crack through which a thong or cord could
have been drawn.

Surrounding the pit were two well-laid
concentric stone walls with entrance gaps
to the south west, the entrance through
the inner wall having been blocked before
the cairn was finally built over the whole
structure.

Stretching out from opposite sides of the
cairn was a wall of stones which had its own
entrance and which enclosed a potato-
shaped area measuring 30 m by 50 m. From
this ‘field wall’ a C-shaped wall reached
out to a distance of 80 m. The walls and
enclosure closely resembled the many
Bronze Age field systems which can be seen
on the lower slopes nearby. It appeared
probable that cairn and field walls had
been built at essentially the same time and
as part of a single concept.

Peter Trudgian
Poughill, Bude.

133



EXCAVATIONS AT BAR POINT, ST.
MARY'’S, ISLES OF SCILLY, 1977
Erosion of the sand-dune mantled northern
part of St. Mary's has, in recent years,
revealed an old land surface and the remains
of stone structures which have been con-
strued as huts (Thomas, 1975, 91, fig.41),
and three such sites, just to the east of Bar
Point, were excavated during April, 1977.
The first, beneath some 6 ft of dune,
proved to be a field wall. A length was
bared and it was possible, by probing and
the recognition of walls exposed in the
adjacent sand pit, to assess the extent of the
field system preserved beneath these grass-
covered sand-dunes. It was possible to
trace, in a dramatic section, the mechanism
of progressive field sanding and dune shift.
Examination of the apparent huts showed
them to be largely fortuitous boulder
arrangements resulting from high storm
beach scatter. Their complete removal,
and the removal of sand beneath them,
bared an area of ancient land surface in
which were plough scratch marks compar-
able with the renowned series from
Gwithian (Thomas, 1960). Buff-coloured
pottery, in mint condition, found upon this
surface, could be included in the Class E1
(Thomas, 1955, 14) category of Cornish
Early Christian wares and from these
sherds, among other things, a pot-lid has
been largely reconstructed. It seems likely
that a settlement lies close by, concealed by
sand and broken up by the sea.
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Excavations at
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SAMSON, ISLES OF SCILLY

A five week excavation was carried out on
the cottage and midden at the base of the
south face of the north hill of Samson
SV 878128. It was one of a number of post-
medieval cottages on the island, the depop-
ulation of which took place in 1855. It has
remained deserted to date.

The cottage was a single roomed struc-
ture 7 m by 4.5 m, built with the indigenous
sea-rounded, granite boulders. It stood to a
maximum height of 2 m where an offset
ledge served to take the joists, providing
floor support for the loft above. There was a
single doorway possessing a granite step,
and the lower half of a window with evidence
of a recessed window seat. At the west
gable end there was a massive fireplace, and
at the other end a cupboard or alcove formed
by a recess in the wall.

There were two phases of flooring, the
first being the natural sand upon which
the structure was built, with a paved area in
front of the fireplace. This was later con-
solidated with a capping of clay/rab mix
which covered the whole of the interior.
Disturbance of this level suggests that the
structure may have been used as a work-
shop or storehouse subsequent to its deser-
tion as a domicile.

Adjacent to the cottage, some 10 m to the
west, was a structure 10 m by 3.5 m with its
long axis east-west and its seaward end
open. This was probably a structure for
housing a gig, this being a type of fast
rowing-boat used extensively by the
islanders. At present the relationship
between this structure and the cottage is not
clear.

The position of the boathouse was marked
on the Duchy survey of 1829, whereas the
cottage was not. This indicates that the
cottage was either not built, or was in a
runinous state at that time. as the survey
was of rentable properties only.

The midden, associated with the cottage,
was about 3 m south of the door, and was
approximately 10 m by 10 m in area and up
to 50 cm deep. It contained approximately
100,000 limpet shells, nearly 90,000 of which
were excavated. The midden was divided
up into a grid, on a metre square basis.
Where the midden was deep enough, the
metre square was removed in four layers,
each corresponding to 25% of the total




depth of the midden at that point. Squares
less than about 20 cm deep were removed
as a single layer. Each sample was sieved
and all the shells, bones and finds were
retained for examination. Each limpet was
counted, and the unbroken limpets
measured for height and length to the
nearest 1| mm. The limpet measurements
are being placed on computer cards ready
for a statistical analysis from which, it is
hoped, will be determined the spatial
sequence of build-up of the midden, and the
significance of limpets in the diet of the
cottage occupants. The midden yielded an
assemblage of coarse and fine pottery,
and small finds, mainly buttons, clay pipes
and gun flints. Other animal remains from
the midden include those of the rocky-
shore fish the ballan wrasse, the edible crab,
gull, and a variety of molluscs other than
limpets.

Howard Mason and Christopher Hayton
Department of Archaeology,
University College, Cardiff.

EXCAVATION OF CEMETERIES NEAR
ST. ENDELLION

Careful observations, by our member Mr
Henry Symons, of the laying of a water main
alongside the B 3314 Delabole to
Wadebridge road in the parishes of St.
Kew and St. Endellion revealed the
presence of a grave. Excavation at very
short notice by some 20 members revealed
17 slate-lined or slate-covered graves of
men, women and children, and a further 6
graves are known to have been disturbed by
ploughing in recent years. The graves
extended over more than 500 yards on both
sides of the road which follows the line
of an old trackway which was probably in
use in Roman and prehistoric times. The
distribution, location, and differing methods
of construction of the graves suggested at
least two cemeteries, and the fact that
these extend across the parish boundary
suggests a date before parish boundaries
had been defined. There were no grave
goods or inscriptions on the slates. Five
skeletons survived. The burials seem likely
to date from the 9th to 11th centuries AD,
but could be earlier.

Peter Trudgian
Poughill, Bude.
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Short Notes

FLINT BLADES FROM KYNANCE DOWNS,
MULLION

Two fields on the edge of the downs near the
Kynance Gate Settlement were recently
ploughed. About twenty flint flakes were
exposed on the surface of one of these fields,
confined to the immediate vicinity of SW
68591409.

Amongst the flint was a long narrow
Mesolithic blade of distinctive yellow-brown
flint. Its proximal end had been snapped off.
The distal end tapers to a fine ‘burin-like’
point. Nearby at SW 68601406 a parallel-
sided blade of orange-honey coloured flint
was also found.

Philip Steele

Truro

BROOM CHERT AXE FROM
ROSPANNEL, ST BURYAN

The axe (Fig. 45) was dug up c. 1948 in a
field SE of the farm and next to a stream
(approx. SW 3893263). It was loaned to the
County Museum, Truro in November 1977
by Mr G.B. Hocking.

Roger Penhallurick Fig. 45
County Museum, Truro Axe from Réspannel, St. Buryan. c.x 2/ 3.
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TRENINNOW : A CHAMBERED TOMB IN
RAME PARISH

In Plymouth Local History Library there is a
large collection of miscellaneous information
called the Broderick Index; newscuttings,
postcards, letters, and odd notes are roughly
grouped under various headings. In the
section for Cornwall is a written note
describing a feature at Treninnow in Rame
parish as follows, ‘Mr West born 1900
remembers his mother telling him how she
had walked under what must have been a
dolmen in ‘Barrow Field’ consisting of three
stones leaning inwards and a capstone on
top. His grandfather pulled them down to
make a hedge and then drew soil over the
spot. A mound is still there with a hedge
running through the middle.’

Barrow Field is almost certainly the Tithe
Apportionment 18 Borrow Park. This was
included in the Rame check-list (CA 13
(1974) 72) and a low mound was noticed
there at NGR 41635095 which is recorded as
Barrow 1, although it is uncertain if it
really is a barrow because the field was a
camp in World War II; several buildings and
other relics are still there. A first choice to
examine in fieldwork was a point on the
high ground where three hedges meet in a
kink. This has in one sector a semicircle of
slightly raised ground and in another sector
a disturbed pile of humps and bumps. In the
centre, nearest to where the hedges meet,
a large Day Mark is fixed for shipping
navigation. At first sight this seemed to be
the cause of the ground irregularities, but
now the more recently discovered note
in the Broderick Index revives the thought
that this is indeed the remains of a barrow.
For further confirmation, the 1948 aerial
photographs in the Cornwall County Plan-
ning Department have been re-examined.
The prints for the Rame area vary in quality.
Luckily F5/2139 shows a distinct circle on
the site at NGR 41835090 with a diameter of
approximately 25 metres.

Field shapes at Treninnow have not
changed since the Tithe Apportionment
Survey. Mr West's grandfather can only
have consolidated an existing boundary. If
the account was correct, this megalithic
structure was the only one of its kind known
in S.E. Cornwall.

J. Grimes & Peter Sheppard

A CIST AT TREVEMEDAR, ST EVAL

In April 1977 a tractor working in a cliff top
field near Porthcothan, at Trevemedar
farm, St Eval (SW 851716), fell through a
slate slab into a hole. The hole proved to be
a cist (Fig. 46) approximately 0.6 m wide
internally; it was 1 m long on the eastern
side, and 1.15 m long on the western side,
and 0.4 m deep. It was neatly lined with four
solid blocks of slate (P1.XIV), of an average
thickness of 7 cm, and covered with a slate
slab up to 15 cm thick. Some of this covering
remained in situ, but some, including all the
central part, had been broken, and lay either
inside the cist or on the surface outside it.
The ‘floor’ of the cist was not of slate, but
was cobbled; white quartz pebbles had been
used (390 of them were counted), with a few
very small smooth flint pebbles; all these
were set firmly in the underlying earth.
Flint pebbles are found on the beach just
below the field; slate is the local stone and
is readily available.

The cist had evidently been hollow, but
some earth had filtered in. In this was some
bone, including two long bones, which had
been removed before they could be
recorded. In clearing the remainder of the
soil, more bone fragments were found, and
lying on the cobbling was a small deposit of
white cremated bone (P1.XV).

No dating evidence was found. There are
many barrows on the high cliffs on either
side of Trevemedar, and cliff castles about
2 km to north and south. Harlyn Bay and
Cataclews Point are some 5 km to the north.
In the report on the Harlyn Bay burials
(Bullen, 1912, 96) the excavation of a barrow
at Cataclews is described; an urn was found,
and underneath it were ‘some rounded
pebbles (probably a fragment of raised
beach); the urn was inverted on these with
the incinerated remains inside’. In describ-
ing the stratigraphy of the barrow, the
author refers to shells ‘close to the urn and
within the slates placed round to keep the
fine rounded pebbles on which the urn
rested from spreading’. The son of the land-
owner, Mr L. Hellyar, described the stones
as ‘a pavement of white sea pebbles, all
the same size’ (OS card SW 87 NE 11;
SW 87 NE 13 SMR). This sounds very
similar to the cobbled ‘floor’ at Trevemedar.
If this is a valid parallel, the assumption
would be that the cist represents the internal
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feature of a barrow of which the mound
has long since been ploughed out. On the
other hand, the north - south alignment of
the cist is reminiscent of cist graves in the
Iron Age cemetery at Harlyn Bay
(Whimster, 1977, 320). Without further
evidence it seems imprudent to attach a
firm date to the Trevemedar burials.

Our thanks are due to the farmer at
Trevemedar, Mr S.]J. Sandry, for informing
the Cornwall Archaeological Society of the
discovery, and for allowing an examination
of the cist to take place; and to Dr Rogers,
who very kindly examined the bone, and
whose report follows.

The Trevemedar Bone Material by
Juliet Rogers MB ChB, Anatomy Depart-
ment, University of Bristol.

The bones formed two groups, un-
cremated and cremated, the former mainly
upcast from the cist and the latter from the
cist itself. However, some burnt bone
was found with the unburnt and vice versa,
so it seems likely that the original deposit
consisted of both types.

The Uncremated Bone

Twenty-eight pieces of uncremated bone
came from the upcast and six pieces from
the cist floor. Most of the bone is in the form
of small fragments except for a piece of
right ilium and an almost complete right
humerus. Most of the fragments could be
identified however and they all appear to
come from the same individual who was
female. She was adult, probably under
thirty-five years of age. From scarring on
the pelvic fragment it seems likely that
she had born at least two children. No sign
of any disease was seen on the bone frag-
ments present.

The Cremated Bone

Seven fragments of burnt bone were
found in the upcast with the uncremated
bone. Four of these were unidentifiable:
the other three were fragments of ulna,
ilium and the temporal margin of a parietal
bone.

The cremated bone from the cist floor
weighed a total of 228 grams after sieving
through a 2 mm mesh sieve to separate dust
and very small fragments.

The size of the fragments ranged from
3-40 mm and were of a uniform greyish
white colour with much staining from
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soil. Generally all the cremated bone was

fissured twisted and brittle.
There were present: —

205 gms assorted unidentified long bone
fragments

10 gms 14 skull fragments including part of
a right petrous temporal bone

2.5 gms 5 mandibular fragments

0.5 gms 5 fragments of permanent single
rooted teeth including one in which
ossification was incomplete, giving an age
range of between eleven and fourteen
years.

There is no evidence to suggest that more

than one individual is represented by the

cremated bone, and all those bones which

are identified are compatible with an age of

eleven to fourteen years.

Conclusion

Although the uncremated and cremated
bones seem to have been mixed together
in the cist, on the available evidence they
appear to come from two separate indiv-
iduals, one a female aged between twenty
and thirty-five and the other an eleven to
fourteen year old of unknown sex.

Could they be mother and child?
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The Borlase ‘Stone Altar’,

Tresco: A location; B 1978 survey; C profile; D W.Borlase's

1754 engraving, corrected. Based on O.S. 1:2500 plan, 1904.

THE BORLASE ‘STONE ALTAR’, TRESCO
ISLES OF SCILLY
William Borlase made a brief visit to Scilly
in 1752, and among the observations pub-
lished in 1754 (1), there is an illustration of a
monument on Tresco which he describes as
a stone ‘altar’, 19 ft long, circumscribed by a
ditch 36 ft in diameter and edged with un-
equal stones. No siting information is
provided. The feature occurs again in
1872 (2) when W.C. Borlase includes an
embellished engraving, entitled ‘Encircled
Rock at Trescaw’, but with no significant
textual comment. Reference to the original
manuscript Journals (3) however, elucidates
the siting and expands the description: —
‘From the tin pits we turned to the Old
Castle and in our way saw a vast rock, not
very tall but flat and shelving on the surface.
It was 19 ft long and had a little trench round
it, with a banquet edged with smaller stones
which have made a full circle about the
rock and was 36 ft in diameter. It was two
bow-shots W by N of the Castle.’
Accompanying the description is a small
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sketch. The engraving of 1754 is shown to be
not only an enlargement but a direct draw-
ing, creating a mirror image in the illus-
tration and a reverse orientation. The error
was repeated in 1872 and, corrected, is
shown above (Fig. 47, d). With the full
information the feature is readily identified.

It stands, inconspicuously, at SV
88231625, 200 metres west-north-west of
King Charles’ Castle and at 34.0 m OD
(Fig. 47, a). It is situated on a slight
southerly slope in a wide expanse of moor-
land. Borlase’s ‘altar’ (Fig. 47, b,c) is a
rectilinear ‘grounder’ 4.8 m by 5.3 m. The
west end is 2.6 m high, shelving to 0.8 m at
the east end. It is encompassed eccentrically
by a ditch up to 2.0 m wide and 0.3 deep; the
western quadrant is ragged where erosion
has created a near vertical face, the north
side is shallow. On the south side the
ditch is interrupted by a narrow causeway of
apparently undisturbed ground extending
from the central rock to the bank of upcast
beyond the ditch. This bank, 3.0 m wide and
0.3 m high, fades on the north where a large




rock 1.2 m high impinges upon and must
always have precluded completion of the
circle. Had the sketch been made from any
viewpoint but the south the illusion of
continuity would have been dispelled.
Borlase depicts at least 28 stones in the
bank, possibly an exaggeration. Only 4 are
now visible though others may exist beneath
the turf.
Although the feature is in poor condition
it is evident that Borlase recognised a
variation of the ring cairn series. Other
forms on Bryher and St. Agnes were
recorded during the 1978 Ordnance Survey
archaeological revision of the Isles of Scilly;
in these a large ‘grounder’ forms the focus
about which stones have been piled or a
stone ring constructed without the inter-
mediate ditch or causeway. This Tresco
cairn is, however, unlikely to be unique and
probably others await recognition in the
highland areas of the South-West if not
beyond.
1. Antiquities of Cornwall, 1754, 189, PI.
10, fig. 4, opp. 165 (W. Borlase).
2. Naenia Cornubiae, 1872, 136 (W.C.
Borlase).
3. Borlase Journals; Mss., 1752, 42, 6
(Morrab Library, Penzance).
N.V. Quinnell
Highbridge, Somerset.

TREVISKER/TREGEAR, ST.
DOCUMENTARY CLUES

Trevisker, in the parish of St Eval, has lent
its memorable name to the type of Bronze
Age pottery which was found during the
excavation of the so called Trevisker Round
in 1955 and 1956 (1). A glance at the OS
maps shows that Great Trevisker Farm and
the adjoining Little Trevisker are half a
mile to the NW of the school which now
covers the excavation site. Trevisker is
fairly well documented and has had various
names (2), such as Treviskermur in 1318,
Treveskarmur in 1327, Trevuskar in 1431.
Gover thought that this represented the
settlement name Tref added to a personal
name such as Etgar. However, the Ker,
Kar element in Trevisker may well repre-
sent an earlier settlement. The survey book
of lands of Richard Gulley (8) in 1779
names Kestle in Little Trevisker;
probably this is the Tithe Apportionment
field 270 Mowhay Kestle, NGR 88046904.
About 400 m N of this is field 227 Round

EVAL:

Close, NGR 88076954, another possible site.
No earthworks are visible in either of these
fields; both have suffered considerable
disturbance; Mowhay Kestle formed
part of a World War II airfield.

The Tithe Apportionment also shows that
the excavated site was in field 247 Higher
Gear, NGR 88706858, and next to it were
fields 244 Middle Gear, and 243 Round
Gear. In 1256 AD there was a settlement
within St. Eval called Tregaer (4). The
1779 survey (5) refers to ‘Tregear in St. Eval
next Trevisca’. The site is not to be found in
published 19th century maps but it was
marked by Martyn (6) in 1748 in the immed-
iate locality of the excavated enclosure.

Obviously we have in Trevisker/Tregear
two distinctly separate settlements. The
later stages at Trevisker are better known
than the earlier; the reverse applies at
Tregear where, although occupation of
the original enclosed settlement seems to
have ended at some time in the mid 2nd
century AD (7), the place-name and docu-
mented evidence point to further local
habitation in an open settlement (8) lasting
from about the 5th century to the 18th
century.

Unfortunately no trace of this later settle-
ment has been found in the archaeological
material . . . and to revert in future public-
ations to the original name, Tregear, may
prove confusing since it is now strongly
established with the name Trevisker.

1. Ap Simon A.M. and Greenfield E. 1972.
‘The Excavation of Bronze Age and Iron
Age Settlements at Trevisker, St. Eval,

Cornwall,” Proc. Prehist. Soc., 38,
302-381.

2. Gover ]J.E.B. The Place-Names of
Cornwall, 338, wunpubl. typescript,

Roy. Inst. Cornwall, Truro.

3. Henderson C. Transcripts of original
deeds. (28) 5. Roy. Inst. Cornwall,
Truro.

4. Gover, op.cit.337.

5. Henderson, ibid.

6. MartynT. 1748. New and Accurate Map
of the County of Cornwall.

7. ApSimon and Greenfield, op.cit.370.

8. Thomas A.C. 1966. ‘The character and
origins of Roman Dumnonia,’ in C.B.A.
Research Report 7, 97-8.

Peter Sheppard
Gorran
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A 16th CENTURY OUTWORK TO KING
CHARLES’ CASTLE, TRESCO
Documentary research by Saunders (1) and
Saunders and Miles (2) into the 16th century
fortifications and ordnance on Scilly detailed
those momuments recognised up to 1970.
On Tresco, to the mis-named King Charles’
Castle and the subsequently altered block-
house at New Grimsby, a further item can be
added, discovered in 1978 during the
Ordnance Survey's archaeological revision
of the islands.

The north end of Tresco is, for most part,
a heather covered plateau at about 30.0 m
OD, with thin gravelly topsoil overlying the
basic granite. Tregarthen Hill is the most
prominent of the few rock outcrops but
natural defence relies upon the steep cliff
slopes and, on the east, the sharp drop to a
narrow coastal shelf.

Extending across the plateau from SV
88431607 to SV 88651615 is an east to west
setting-out work. This fortification, 400.0 m
long and pivoting on King Charles’ Castle,
if completed, would have formed an outwork
and defended 6.0 hectares of the northern
end of the island. It is visible as a cropmark
on air photographs (3) (4), but consists
mainly of a bank 2.5 m wide and 0.2 m high
with, in part, a ditch on the southern side,
1.5 m wide and 0.1 m deep; elsewhere
there are merely traces of a ditch. In plan
(Fig. 48, outwork) it is seen to comprise a
central bastion with orillons, linked to a
half bastion on the east side of the plateau
and a fragmentary one on the west. There is
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a flanking return to the north on the east
side, which now appears as a low scarp
paralleling the crest of the coastal slopes.
A similar return on the western side is
aligned towards the castle beyond the
fragmentary bastion; topographically
there is no reason why this should not have
been a full bastion, perhaps subsegently
largely erased. Three cairns in close
proximity to the outwork have not been
despoiled though a slight swelling in the
bank 20.0 m west of the central bastion
suggests that another is incorporated within
the work.

Despite its physical insignificance the
feature has considerable implications con-
cerning the fortification of Scilly. The
incorporation of orillons suggests a date in
the 1550’s, and it would appear that Tresco
was then considered to be of paramount
importance. For economic or tactical reasons
the work was suspended and within 40
years the balance had evidently shifted to
St. Mary’s and the Hugh, leaving on Tresco
an ambitious project totally unrealized.

I am grateful to A.D. Saunders for helpful
comment regarding the interpretation
of this earthwork.

1. Cornish Archaeology, 1, 1962, 85 - 91.
2. Post Medieval Archaeology, 4, 1970,
1-30.
3. 0S76/164/007.7.6.76.
4. Admiralty 10.10.74/116 - 7.
N.V. Quinnell
Highbridge,
Somerset.
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Review

Mesolithic Cultures of Britain by SUSANN
PALMER. Dolphin Press, Poole, Dorset
(1977). Pp. 230, numerous figs. and some
pls. scattered through text, ISBN 0 85642
062X, £7.

Gazeteer of Mesolithic Sites in England and
Wales by J.J. WYMER (ED.) CBA Research
Report No. 20 (1977). Pp. 511 + xxui
(incl. 15 pp. ed. by C.J. Bonsall gazeteer of
Upper Palaeolithic sites). ISBN 0 900312 49
1, soft cloth cover £11.

Mrs Palmer’s work is more relevant to SW
Britain than its title suggests. It consists of
a detailed survey of mesolithic material from
the coastal parts of Sussex, Hampshire,
Dorset, Devon and Cornwall, together with a
brief summary of data from Britain and
Europe, and an illustrated typology of
mesolithic artefacts. The British summary is
too short to provide much useful back-
ground, while the continental neglects much
recently published material. The illustrated
typology is of value to the student as arte-
facts are rarely adequately presented and
depicted type by type.

A chapter is given to coastal sites in each
of the five counties, 14 pages covering
Devon and 11 Cornwall. Much material is
illustrated. Each site, in geographical
sequence around the coast, is briefly
summarised, but the layout of the headings
makes reference less easy than it might have
been. Cornwall has suffered from indiscrim-
inate collectors and too much material in
museums is inadequately labelled; even so
the information given, for example on
Land’s End, seems overcompressed. Never-
theless the chapter will provide a useful
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source of data as collections now outside the
county have been extensively studied.

The main contribution of this work lies
in the demonstration that assemblages
from coastal sites have significant differ-
ences from those inland, probably for
the whole mesolithic period. These are
related to a distinctive way of life made
possible, and it is suggested, sedentary, by
the varied resources of the coastal zone.
Archaeologists will continue to discuss how
far differences in tool kits really represent
different communities; it is possible that
coastal kits result from standardized
practises adapted to local conditions among
groups with seasonal patterns of movement.
Recent work is demonstrating that dwelling
sites may be expected to yield structural
traces and that mesolithic homes may have
at least sometimes been substantial.

Another valuable contribution of Mrs
Palmer’s survey is that mesolithic assem-
blages are to be found on a wide range of
soil types, not just those light and sandy —
an important point for fieldworkers. She also
shows how, throughout Southern Britain,
elevated cliffs and headlands adjacent to
coves or beaches were frequently chosen for
settlement, a choice amply evidenced in
West Penwith or North Cornwall.

The CBA Gazeteer is the work of
numerous compilers over a period of years.
It lists all known sites to a standard format,
which is explained and illustrated in the
introduction. The entries for Cornwall fill
11 pages and comprise 145 different
locations. It should become a standard
reference work both for parish check-listing
and for more detailed field survey.

Henrietta Miles
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historic buildings threatened by current development.
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