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Editorial 

This vo lume of Cornish Archaeology is s o m e t h i n g of an anomaly . It is the issue for 1975, to 
be d i s t r i b u t e d to everyone who was a m e m b e r of the Society in that year , but it is be ing 
ed i t ed by an Edi tor who took office only in April 1976! It ha s been dec ided that a change of 
ed i t o r sh ip is an oppor tune t ime to a l ter slightly the mater ia l to be inc luded in each i ssue . If a 
vo lume of Cornish Archaeology is to be i ssued within, or ju s t a f t e r , the year of its da te of 
i ssue , i .e . the 1977 volume is to be i ssued at the end of 1977, it cannot contain a comple te 
account of activit ies in that year . Ins t ead , it should contain s u m m a r i e s for the previous 
yea r , 1976. T h e p resen t volume for 1975 should then contain s u m m a r i e s for 1974, but much 
of this ma te r i a l has a l ready been pub l i shed . The next vo lume. No. 15 for 1976, will the re fore 
con ta in an editorial cover ing impor tant even t s du r ing 1975 and the Excavat ion News for 
that yea r . O n e except ion has been m a d e for t he obi tuary on Dorothy Dudley, who died in 
March 1975; it was felt that m e m b e r s should be able to see in print at the earl iest oppor 
tuni ty the s u m m a r y of her work and the t r ibute to he r cont r ibut ion to Cornish archaeology 
p rov ided by Char l e s Woolf . 

This vo lume has been p r e p a r e d by the 1976 Edi tor , but with much ass i s tance , g ra te fu l ly 
a c k n o w l e d g e d , f rom the fo rmer Editor , Char les T h o m a s , who is now act ing as Editorial 
Consu l t an t to the Society. The Edi tor also now has the benef i t of the work of an Assis tant 
Edi tor , Mrs Brenda Duxbury , who has put much t ime and effort into e n s u r i n g that the 
p r e s e n t vo lume is accura te , consis tent and a t t rac t ive in a p p e a r a n c e , and to her , also the 
Society is m u c h indeb ted . 

HENRIETTA MILES 

Dorothy Dudley — Historian, Teacher, 

Archaeologist. An Appreciation 

CHARLES WOOLF 

Dorothy Dudley was born in Liverpool on 13 D e c e m b e r 1885. She died in Cornwall , the 
county she loved so much and to which she gave a g rea t part of her life, on 26 March 1975, 
in he r n ine t ie th year . The years b e t w e e n record the life of a truly r emarkab l e w o m a n . 

Miss Dudley read history at Liverpool Univers i ty and was awarded her M.A. d e g r e e in 
J u n e 1909. Having t ra ined as a t eacher , she se t t led at the County School (girls), Wolver ton, 
w h e r e she w a s senior history mi s t r e s s until he r r e t i r emen t in 1947. 'He r work has been 
invar iably m a r k e d by sound scholarship . . . and (she) has proved herself to be a very 
capab l e t e a c h e r , ' wrote her h e a d m a s t e r . 'She has taken a s t rong , persona l interes t in her 
pupi l s with whom she is dese rved ly popular . . . She has ini t iated and carr ied out most 
success fu l ly each yea r a s u m m e r ser ies of archaeological ou t ings for the pupi ls of the Upper 
School . ' This a s s e s s m e n t of Dorothy Dudley in her younger days , s u m s up this lady to her 
e n d . 
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She b e c a m e capt iva ted by Cornwall and in the ear ly 1930s occupied a flat at St Ives f r o m 
which, du r ing vacat ions , she s tudied the moor s and archaeology of Wes t Penwi th . F rom 
1933-35, Lt. Col. F. C. Hirs t , a noted local an t iqua ry , excava ted the cour tyard house site at 
Por thmeor ; Miss Dudley was quick to offer her a s s i s t ance , which was readily accep ted . The 
teacher was a lways willing to learn, and learn she mus t have done f rom this excava t ion . 
Like herse l f , Col. Hirst was a discipl inar ian, was met icu lous in his me thods , a t eacher and a 
grea t f ie ldworker . It is not surpr i s ing , t he re fo re , tha t he and Miss Dudley were excava t ing 
the longs tone at Ker row toge the r in May 1935. In Augus t of that year , the Wes t Cornwal l 
Field Club was f o r m e d , Dorothy Dudley be ing one of the six f o u n d e r m e m b e r s . In 1936, she 
was e lected to the commi t t ee , and in the s a m e yea r was excavat ing at the Bronze Age 
se t t l ement of Trewey-Foage — wri t ing the f inal repor t of the work the re . In 1939, she was 
excavat ing at G u r n a r d ' s H e a d . 

In 1947, a f te r the archaeological h ia tus of the war yea r s , Miss Dudley re t i red f r o m teach-
ing, se t t led at Looe, and was now able to devote he r whole t ime to a rchaeology. She was 
ass i s tan t director at the W e s t Cornwall Field C l u b ' s excavat ion at M a e n Cas t le , 1948-49, 
and f rom 1950-55, d u g at the ma jo r excavat ion at Bodrif ty; in its last year , she d i rec ted the 
work, eventual ly wri t ing the lengthy repor t on this impor tan t si te. 

Living at Looe, Miss Dudley tu rned her a t ten t ion to the more accessible Bodmin Moor 
which, like Wes t Penwi th , she came to love and to know int imate ly . Her f irst work the re was 
an explorat ion of the Bronze Age site on the no r the rn s lopes of Rough Tor, but she really 
m a d e her n a m e on Garrow Tor (1958-59), which she a l te rna te ly desc r ibed as 'an e n c h a n t i n g 
place ' and an 'archaeological m u s e u m ' . On this hill, she excava ted Bronze Age and Iron 
Age si tes, but her ma jo r work was the excavat ion of a Medieval long house si te - one which 
has received nat ional acclaim. 

By now, she had b e e n appoin ted C o r r e s p o n d e n t in Cornwall to the then Minis t ry of 
Works . This office imposed upon her t ime , bu t she was glad to accept this addi t ional 
commi tmen t for it kept her in touch with peop le and archaeological work. She was ready at 
any t ime to receive a call to view a chance discovery or to inspect a t h r e a t e n e d si te. Land-
owners and f a r m e r s alike knew her and a d m i r e d her for her knowledge and dedica t ion . 
Thanks to this, her work, we a re i ndeb t ed to Dorothy Dudley for the fact that many of our 
ancient m o n u m e n t s are now schedu led , and we hope , s a f e . 

Her associat ion with the Minis t ry of Works involved her in many excavat ions s h e 
c la imed twenty two in all. The more notable were the bar rows at Carvinack, Woolley, 
O t t e r h a m , Glendorgal , Carnon Downs, the d a g g e r burial at Rosecliston and the Medieval 
long house site at Trewor ld . Undoubted ly , he r two most impor tan t d igs mus t have been at 
Nornour , Isles of Scilly (1962-66) and at Treg i f f i an , St Buryan (her last), in 1967. I would 
he re e m p h a s i s e the g rea t spirit and de t e rmina t ion of this lady, who, at Treg i f f ian , in the 
mon th of October , in all winds and w e a t h e r s , was d igg ing at an age approach ing 83 yea r s ! 

In 1948, Dorothy Dudley was appoin ted Recorder in Archaeology to the Federa t ion of Old 
Cornwall Societies, an office she held for twenty- four years . She was init iated as a Bard of 
the Cornish Gorse th in 1949. By May 1957, she was e lec ted a Vice Pres ident of the Wes t 
Cornwall Field Club and in 1962, of the Cornwal l Archaeological Society, which was f o r m e d 
out of that Club. F rom 1957, she sat on the Council of the Royal Inst i tut ion of Cornwall and 
in 1962 was a w a r d e d the Henwood Gold Meda l of the Inst i tut ion for her archaeological work 
in Cornwall . In 1973, a p roud m o m e n t in her life, she was e lec ted one of its Vice-Pres iden ts . 
She readily ident i f ied herself with any cul tural activity which n e e d e d e n c o u r a g e m e n t . She 
was a commi t t ee m e m b e r of the Axehead Society, a m e m b e r of the Society for Medieva l 
Archaeology, a one- t ime Pres ident of the Lizard Field Club . H u m b l e r activit ies such as the 
Truro and Newquay Old Cornwall Societies and the Mevag i s sev M u s e u m Society also 
received her suppor t . 

The culminat ion of Miss Dud ley ' s archaeological work was undoub ted ly in 1955, when 
she was e lec ted a Fellow of the Society of An t iqua r i e s — only e ight yea rs a f t e r she tu rned to 
full t ime archaeology. This nat ional recogni t ion as an archaeologis t of r epu t e is not easilv 
a t ta ined and it indicates the h igh r ega rd in which she was held by lead ing a rchaeolog is t s 
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Even so, I have o f t e n thought that her local Cornish ach i evemen t s m e a n t jus t as much to 
he r . 

I did not know Miss Dudley closely until she moved to Truro in 1963. From that year 
o n w a r d s , it was m y p l ea su re and privi lege to motor this indefa t igab le lady a round Cornwall . 
A day out with this g rea t f ie ldworker was an exper ience and an educat ion — some t imes 
a r d u o u s , for e v e n on the ho t tes t of s u m m e r days , t he re was little re laxing. Every hour had 
to be g iven to the s tudy and explorat ion of the Cornish scene — of ten archaeological s i tes 
ident i f ied at h o m e by m e a n s of aerial p h o t o g r a p h s and 6-in OS m a p s . She was a t i re less 
walker and he r t r a ined eyes mis sed not a th ing ; to explore a par i sh church with he r was a 
h is tory lesson — the ' capable and insp i r ing t eache r ' of Wolver ton days . The t eacher 
whose f ront door was ever open , and whose l ibrary available to anyone wishing to learn 
about the Corn ish scene and its his tory. The t eache r , who on m a n y a dark w in t e r ' s n ight , at 
an a d v a n c e d a g e , would set off by bus or taxi, s l ides in one hand , projector in the o ther , to 
any r e m o t e society in the e n d e a v o u r to ins t ruct and in teres t its m e m b e r s . The t eacher who. 
a l t hough not a lways easy to ge t on with for she had a s t rong mind and personal i ty of her 
own, has left beh ind n u m e r o u s s t u d e n t s who admi red he r for her knowledge and 
e n t h u s i a s m , a n d who owe her a g rea t d e b t . 

At the age of s ixty-one, when many are th ink ing of re laxing. Miss Dudley e m b a r k e d upon 
a new ca ree r , tha t of a rchaeology. She d i s t i ngu i shed herself in it for twenty e ight yea r s . 
At he r f u n e r a l , a mutua l f r i end tu rned to m e and said, 'This is the end of an e r a . ' H e r 
p a s s i n g was indeed so. She had outl ived all her ear l ier con tempora r i e s who, with her , 
f o u n d e d Corn i sh archaeology as we know it today — Col. F .C. Hirs t , the Rev. C.B. Crof ts , 
M r J . J . J u d g e , Mj r and Mrs Lloyd, Miss F lorence Pa tche t t , Miss Ada Wil l iams. It is 
good that she did , for Cornwall was given the bonus of many years of her work. W e , who 
knew he r and a d m i r e d her , m u s t also pas s f r o m the scene , but the n a m e of Dorothy Dudley 
will live for eve r by vir tue of her work and her wr i t t en repor t s which accompany it. 

EPILOGUE 
No apprec ia t ion of the life and work of Dorothy Dudley would be comple te without r e f e r ence 
to the Dudley who only a few people knew; I am p roud to have been one of t hem. Al though 
she could s o m e t i m e s employ her a lmost d o m i n a t i n g personal i ty , D.D. , as she was affect ion-
ately known to he r closer f r i ends , was a s imple pe r son who loved s imple and beau t i fu l 
t h ings . She was an avid r eade r and the fol lowing words of G. Bernard Shaw were amongs t 
her favour i t e quo ta t ions : 'I bel ieve in the migh t of des ign , the mys te ry of colour and the 
r e d e m p t i o n of all t h ings by beauty eve r l a s t i ng . ' She adored the peacefu l Cornish country-
s ide — the fo rm of t r ees , a beaut i fu l l andscape , the h e d g e r o w s and the f lowers which g rew 
in t h e m . She was a keen botanis t , and the m e m o r y of explor ing Cornish lanes in search of 
wild f lowers will ever r emain with m e . 

On a beau t i fu l May day, the mon th she loved the mos t , a small par ty of f r i ends carr ied 
Dorothy D u d l e y ' s a s h e s to Garrow Tor, w h e r e , with b luebel l s all a round , one of her 
favour i t e f lowers , we left t h e m in an Iron Age hut of her own excavat ion . Surely, t he re 
could be no be t t e r r e s t ing place for the h is tor ian , t eacher and archaeologis t who dear ly 
loved Cornwal l , but in the end loved Bodmin Moor above all, in par t icular her ' enchan t ing 
p l a c e ' , Gar row Tor . 

6 Arundel Way, Newquay 
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I Miss Dorothy Dudley, p ic tured by Nigel T a n g y e ( m e m b e r ) ; 
du r ing her excavat ion of the Glendorga l bar row ( repor ted in CA 
1), April 1957. 





CORNISH ARCHAEOLOGY No. 14 (1975) 

Barrows on the St Austell Granite, 

Cornwall 

HENRIETTA MILES 

Six excavated sites were placed in sequence on palynological evidence. The earliest, Cocks-
barrow, was a low turf mound which covered a double cairn ring enclosure, the outer ring 
supporting posts, and a partial cremation accompanied by a horn ladle. At the next, Watch 
Hill, a ditched cairn ring enclosure had been left open for some time before the insertion of 
two burials in wooden coffins and the building of the mound; radiocarbon dates of 1520± 
70 be and 1470 ± 80 be were obtained from primary contexts, together with sherds of an 
Enlarged Food Vessel. Three structures in line at Caerloggas could not be distinguished 
chronologically from Watch Hill: I was a three-period ring banked enclosure surrounding a 
remnant tor on the hill top; there was no burial but the interior was scattered with artefacts 
including a Camerton -Snowshill dagger fragment, tin slag and a scrap of amber; II was a 
simple mound, badly damaged; III was a similar mound constructed over a miniature 
standing stone. The latest structure, on Trenance Downs, consisted of a ring cairn without 
a burial, its centre subsequently infilled All structures were linked by the use of yellow 
kaolinised granite. 

The interrelation of mound and enclosure and the function of burial deposits on ritual 
sites are discussed; sites in South West England are distinguished as a regional group. 

The St Austell g ran i te f o rms the highest a rea in mid Cornwall , r is ing to 312 m OD at 
H e n s b a r r o w (Fig. 1). The outcrop, cover ing about 130 sq km, is of Armor ican da te , as are 
those of Dar tmoor , Bodmin, Carnmene l l i s and L a n d ' s E n d . The gran i te is s u r r o u n d e d by 
an ex tens ive me tamorph i c aureole which conta ins a wide r a n g e of minera l s , in par t icu lar tin 
and copper , both of which have been commercia l ly worked d u r i n g the last two cen tu r i e s . 
Pa r t s of the g ran i t e , mainly the h ighes t a r eas in the cen t r e and west of the outcrop, have 
been complete ly kaolinised, that is the rock has b e e n a l t e red by pneumatoly t ic action into 
kaolin, a f ine whi te clay mixed with qua r t z , mica and o the r impur i t ies . T h e s e St Austel l 
depos i t s r e p r e s e n t the most ex tens ive occur rence of kaolin or china clay in Europe . The clay 
has been ex t rac ted on an increas ing scale s ince the e i g h t e e n t h century and its product ion is 
now be ing e x p a n d e d to supply home and ove r seas m a r k e t s . The extract ion process de s t roys 
the l andscape w h e r e pits are d u g and plant is s i ted and uses la rge a r eas for the d u m p i n g of 
o v e r b u r d e n , mica was te and quar tz sand . Most of the china clay area will be af fec ted in this 
way by the end of the cen tury . The was te d u m p s will be eventua l ly l andscaped so that the 
na tura l env i ronmen t will be rep laced by one m a d e by m a n . 

The kaolinisat ion process has a f fec ted the g ran i t e unevenly and a reas of kaolinisat ion a re 
i n t e r spe r sed with outcrops of una l t e red rock. Both kaolin and g ran i t e have been w e a t h e r e d 
u n d e r pre-glacial and periglacial condi t ions and a re covered in most a r e a s by a va ry ing 
th ickness of head , consis t ing of blocks of g ran i t e in a yel low-brown gri t ty mat r ix . The h e a d 

5 



d e p o s i t s de r iv ing f r o m the kaol in ised g ran i t e can be d i s t i ngu i shed f r o m those whose pa r en t 
m a t e r i a l s a re w e a t h e r e d but non-kaol inised rock, excep t w h e r e mixed on s lopes . Veins of 
wh i t e qua r t z occur in the g ran i t e and l u m p s of this mate r ia l a re sca t t e red th rough the h e a d . 
Blocks of g r a n i t e still p ro t rude t h r o u g h the su r f ace vege ta t ion as moors tones in the h ighe r 
a r e a s d e s p i t e t he u s e of cons ide rab le quan t i t i e s in bu i ld ings a n d field walls . The soil cover is 
of t he H e x w o r t h y ser ies (p. 66), as on the o the r sou th w e s t e r n g ran i t e outcrops , with some 
g r o w t h of p e a t in p laces . T r e e s today grow only in the val leys. Much of the a rea has been 
u s e d for ag r i cu l tu re but the tops of mos t of the h i g h e r hills have r e m a i n e d unenc losed . 
H e r e the f lora cons is t s mainly of rough turf with m u c h h e a t h e r , b i lberry , b racken and go r se . 

The l a n d s c a p e h a s b e e n extens ive ly sca r red by trial d igg ing for mine ra l s and the 
ex t rac t ion of moor s tones , m a k i n g the recogni t ion of smal le r f ield m o n u m e n t s diff icul t . A 
s p r e a d of r o u n d ba r rows r e p r e s e n t s the ear l ies t ident i f iab le use of t he a rea by m a n . As no 
s y s t e m a t i c an t iqua r i an work was car r ied out b e f o r e the deve lopmen t of china clay 
ex t rac t ion , t h e r e is no m e a n s of e s t ab l i sh ing the n u m b e r of ba r rows originally p r e s e n t . The 
m a p , F ig . 1, is b a s e d on the par i sh check-l is ts for the a rea (Roche, S h e p p a r d , 1971b; 
St S t ephen - in -Branne l and St M e w a n , S h e p p a r d , 1970; St Austel l , S h e p p a r d , 1972; St 
D e n n i s , S h e p p a r d , fo r thcoming; St Blazey, Beagr ie , 1972; Luxulyan, Beagr ie , fo r thcoming) . 
T h e symbo l s u s e d on the m a p for excava ted a n d for still surviv ing ba r rows can be taken 
t o g e t h e r as a min ima l s t a t e m e n t of bar row d is t r ibu t ion . Not all the s i tes l is ted in the check-
lists n e e d have b e e n bar rows; two such excava ted at W a t c h Hill (p. 8) p roved nega t ive . 
T h e b a r r o w s w e r e sparse ly s ca t t e r ed , c rowning each of t he m a j o r hills on the g ran i t e . The 
ma jo r i t y would h a v e been in tervis ib le . By cont ras t the g r o u p on Gwallon Downs , j u s t off the 
g r a n i t e i tself , cons is ted of at leas t f i f t een bar rows; t h e s e are all now levelled. The surviving 
b a r r o w s a re all bowl s h a p e d with occasional d i tches . A dis t inct ive f e a t u r e is the low, flat-
t o p p e d , ' p l a t e ' var ian t . A s t a n d i n g s tone known as the Longs tone former ly s tood at 
S W 98385614 on the St S tephen- in -Branne l a n d St M e w a n par i sh b o u n d a r y . Af te r 
excava t ion (Miles , 1971) it was re -e rec ted at SW 986601 in Roche vi l lage. Another s tone still 
s t a n d s at SX 03445448 in St Auste l l par i sh and a thi rd on Gwallon Downs in the a rea of the 
f o r m e r b a r r o w c e m e t e r y . T h e r e may originally have b e e n o the r s (Sheppard , 1970, 1971b). 

T h e r e a re no de tec tab le hu t circles or prehis tor ic f ield s y s t e m s . Fl ints , inc luding leaf 
a r r o w h e a d s , h a v e been found nea r Penwithick (SX 02255590 and Fig. 10) (Sheppard , 1972, 
79, No. 7) a n d at SW 9861 on Goss Moor ( S h e p p a r d , 1971b, 106). A b a r b e d and t a n g e d 
a r r o w h e a d c o m e s f rom Tre thowel at SX 00865366 ( S h e p p a r d , 1972, 79, No. 5) and ano the r 
f r o m R e s t i n e a s at SX 04465511 (Beagr ie , 1972, 72). T h e r e a re early f inds of flat axes f rom 
Trenoviss ick , St Blazey (Beagr ie , 1972, 72), of a s ingle flat axe f r o m Tregon j eeves Quar ry , 
St Auste l l ( S h e p p a r d , 1972, 79), of s p e a r h e a d s f r o m s t r e a m w o r k s at Loath- to-Depar t and 
e l s e w h e r e in Roche par ish and an object desc r ibed as a gold f ibula , p e r h a p s a d re s s 
f a s t e n e r , f r o m a s t r eamworks in St S t ephen- in -Branne l (Rogers Portfolio, pre-1880, Royal 
Ins t i tu t ion of Cornwal l at Truro) . 

T h e r e is no record of any early inves t iga t ion of b a r r o w s on the g ran i t e . A n u m b e r of those 
on Gwal lon Downs were d u g into d u r i n g the n i n e t e e n t h cen tury but only c o n f u s e d accounts 
surv ive (Bor lase , 1872; S h e p p a r d , 1971a). 

Six b a r r o w s were excava ted b e t w e e n 1970 and 1973 in advance of china clay extract ion 
p r o c e s s e s , all t hose t h r e a t e n e d u n d e r the p r e s e n t pe rmi s s ions for extract ion and d u m p i n g 
The i r excava t ion was r e g a r d e d as an oppor tun i ty for a compara t ive s tudy of ba r rows in 
s imi lar e n v i r o n m e n t s within a smal l geograph ica l a rea . Permiss ion for excavat ion at Cocks-
b a r r o w in 1970, Cae r loggas I, II and III in 1972 and Watch Hill in 1973 was given by Engl i sh 
C h i n a Clays Ltd a n d for T r e n a n c e Downs in 1973 by Berk Ltd. Engl i sh China Clays also gave 
g e n e r o u s a s s i s t ance with accommoda t ion , mach ine ry and back-up services . F inance was 
p rov ided by the D e p a r t m e n t of the E n v i r o n m e n t and a d m i n i s t e r e d by the Cornwall 
Archaeologica l Society. The repor t on Cocksbar row has a l ready been pub l i shed (Miles, 
1971) but a brief r e - a s s e s s m e n t of its s igni f icance is inc luded below. The p r e s e n t art icle 
c o m p r i s e s the r epor t s on the five o ther s i tes in their p robab l e chronological o rde r . 

T h e f i nds have been dona t ed by Engl i sh China Clays Ltd and by Berk Ltd to the County-
M u s e u m , River S t ree t , Truro , w h e r e the records will also be depos i t ed . 

6 



Fig. 1 
Barrows on the St Austell granite. Contours at 30.5 m intervals. 

Land above 152.5 m shaded. Circles indicate barrows surviving 1975. 
squares excavated barrows, diamonds barrows destroyed without excavation 
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WATCH HILL, ST STEPHEN-IN BRANNEL 
(Figs . 2-4, 6-9) 

The ba r row, s i tua ted at 263 m OD on the west s ide of the g ran i t e (SW 97275424), f o r m e d the 
lowest s i ted and most wester ly of a g roup of th ree (Fig. 2). The two other bar rows , on the 
hil l top, w e r e covered by a china clay was t e d u m p within recent years ; their posi t ions are 
m a r k e d on the m o d e r n OS 1:2,500 m a p . They were desc r ibed by Richard T h o m a s in 1852 as 
be ing 70 ft and 60 ft across respect ively ( S h e p p a r d , 1970, 145, Nos. 10 and 11). The bar row 
excava t ed in J u n e and Ju ly 1973 is No. 12 in the check-list (Sheppard , 1970, 145) which 
inc ludes a comprehens ive list of r e f e r e n c e s . The site ha s now been covered by a d u m p of 
china clay w a s t e . Two o ther s i tes in the i m m e d i a t e a rea , l isted as bar rows in the check-list , 
we re inves t iga t ed . No. 13 (SW 97285440 and Fig. 2) was a small , and recent , careful ly 
c o n s t r u c t e d d u m p of was te mater ia l f rom minera l trial d igg ing . No. 14 (SW 97745388. jus t 
off t he SE of Fig. 2) was a na tura l p r o t u b e r a n c e . 

T h e ba r row mound , 24 m across and.1 .20 m high, was f la t - topped with a slight rise over 
its cen t r e . A shal low depres s ion indica ted the posi t ion of a di tch. The west e d g e of the 
m o u n d was c l ipped by a recent field bounda ry with sl ight sc rape di tches on e i ther s ide. An 
O b s e r v e r Corps post of the 1939/45 war had been built in the south west q u a d r a n t of the 
m o u n d ; its d i tch , enclos ing a horse -shoe s h a p e d a rea 12 m across , had cut down into and 
a lmost t h r o u g h the bar row. The bar row was covered by h e a t h e r and g ra s s with some gorse 
a n d b i lberry but t he depress ion over the ditch g r ew mainly g r a s s e s . 

T h e ba r row w a s contour su rveyed (detai ls fi led with the excavat ion records) and all levels 
c o n n e c t e d with the Obse rve r Corps post were then r emoved . A base line was es tab l i shed , 
a l igned d u e nor th , and oc tan ts laid out f r o m the a p p a r e n t cent ra l point of the barrow. 
Sect ion d r a w i n g s a long the octant baulks across both the m o u n d and ditch are filed with the 
excava t ion records . The turf on the s ides of the m o u n d and over the ditch was removed by a 
back-ac tor m a c h i n e . The bar row was then complete ly excava ted by hand , all baulks were 
r e m o v e d and the ditch totally c leared . In addi t ion a s t r ip 12 m wide was cleared for 15 m 
ou t s ide the ba r row ditch to the nor th , the only access ib le a rea . 

The surface beneath the barrow 
The g ran i t e b e n e a t h the bar row had not been kaol inised. On its north side a small 

r e m n a n t tor p ro jec ted th rough the head and both it and some gran i t e blocks in the la t ter 
h a d p r o t r u d e d th rough the soil and vege ta t ion at the t ime the bar row was built . This bur ied 
soil was o the rwi se p r e se rved over the whole a rea enc losed by the barrow di tch. The 
r e m n a n t tor had been p r u n e d , as a few s tone removal holes were found on its edge ; t he re 
w e r e no s tone holes b e n e a t h the r e m a i n d e r of the bar row. The soil was genera l ly an acid 
podzol , its u p p e r zone smooth , black and g reasy with very little gri t , but a small a rea over 
the cen t r e of t he bar row, an except ional ly clayey pa tch in the head , was gleyed th rough 
f r e q u e n t wa te r logg ing . The soil had been c o m p r e s s e d by the weight of the ba r row, but 
a p p e a r e d to r e p r e s e n t a comple te soil profi le (see Soils p .66) . 

The ditch 
T h e di tch was b e t w e e n 2.2 and 2.8 m wide and var ied in dep th be tween 1.3 and 1.6 m 

(Fig. 6). Its prof i le was i r regular , because of the large g ran i t e blocks in the head , but in 
g e n e r a l the s ides were s t eep and the bot tom flat . A single dist inct pit, 1.2 m across and 
0.25 m d e e p , h a d been caused by the lever ing out of an angu la r rock f rom the ditch bot tom 
(NE Fig. 3). It was tightly packed with non-kaol inised head , p r e sumab ly der ived f rom the 
di tch , mixed with a quant i ty of charcoal which yie lded two radiocarbon de t e rmina t i ons 
(p. 14). Two l edges , both 6.4 m long and 0.15 to 0.20 m deep , had been cut a long the s ides 
of t h e di tch oppos i te each o ther across the bar row cen t re . Tha t to the NE lay on the inner 
e d g e , tha t to the SW on the ou te r . 

Rap id s i l t ing filled the ditch to b e t w e e n 0.3 and 0.6 m, its d e p t h be ing grea tes t w h e r e the 
di tch was n a r r o w e s t . It cons is ted of yel low-brown gri t ty soil w a s h e d in f rom both s ides with 
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Fig. 2 
Location of Watch Hill barrows. Contours at 7.5 m intervals. 

occasional h u m u s lenses . In places its su r face f o r m e d a compac t ed layer over which was a 
thin iron pan . She rds f rom an En la rged Food Vessel (Fig. 8, No. 1) had been p laced in 
c lumps on the compac ted a reas (Fig. 3). A f ine black humic soil with a little grit had f o r m e d 
over the rapid silt. Its base was only clearly de f ined w h e r e iron pan occurred over the 
compac ted a reas . It inc luded a few s tones which had fa l len onto it f rom ei ther s ide of the 
di tch. 

The cairn rings 
The main cairn r ing lay eccentrically within the di tch, equ id i s t an t f rom it on the eas t and 

west but twice as far f rom it on the nor th as on the sou th . The r ing was oval r a the r t h a n 
circular; the externa l d i ame te r var ied be tween 16.2 and 15.2 m. It cons is ted of g ran i t e and 
some quar tz blocks, to a few of which t races of yellow h e a d a d h e r e d , p r e sumab ly f rom the 
di tch, and also some tu rves . It was faced on its ou te r e d g e by a dry s tone wall, h ighes t on 
the SE where in places six courses survived to a he ight of 0.7 m. On the nor th it was inter-
r u p t e d by a blocked en t r ance (PI. II). This a p p e a r e d f rom the outs ide to be f lanked by two 
small o r thos t a t s on e i ther side and blocked by two la rge s tones on e d g e with smal ler s t o n e s 



in the i r in te rs t ices . However , while the o r thos t a t s on the wes t were put up be fo re the 
b locking s tones , those on the eas t were p r o p p e d up agains t t hese s tones . The e n t r a n c e in 
u se m u s t have been a rough gap , later blocked to a p p e a r symmetr ica l . Because the 
a p p a r e n t e n t r a n c e could never have been used , it is desc r ibed as a blind en t r ance . 

Two arcs of a second, outer r ing were s i tua ted symmetr ica l ly to north and sou th . T h e s e 
w e r e low i r regu la r banks incorpora t ing some tu rves but without fac ing walls. The nor th arc, 
18 m long, e n d e d on the west at a small s t and ing s tone . An addi t ional rough s tone bank 5 m 
long blocked the g a p b e t w e e n this arc and the ma in cairn r ing. The south arc survived 6 m 
long but its wes t end had been removed by the 1939/45 d i s t u rbances . Both arcs had been 
c o n s t r u c t e d f r o m s tones d u g f rom the ditch as pa t ches of h e a d a d h e r e d to the u n d e r s i d e s of 
s o m e . 

The cairn r ings were uncovered for some t ime, as they were part ly ru ined before the 
cons t ruc t ion of the bar row. No t race of head was found on the uppe r s ides of any s tones , 
ind ica t ing e x p o s u r e to wea the r . 

The r ings were careful ly examined for post sockets with nega t ive resul t s . 

The central deposit (Fig. 7 and Pis. Ill, IV) 
An ob long f l a t -bo t tomed pit, 2.9 by 1.3 by 0.5 m deep , had been d u g approximate ly east 

west and cent ra l to the main cairn r ing. A thin layer of brownish silt covered its bot tom on 
which were p a t c h e s of black f ibrous mater ia l , covered by large s tones . The f ibrous mater ia l 
was too d e c a y e d for its original na tu re to be a sce r t a ined . The pit was then filled to a d e p t h of 
0.25 m with mixed clay subsoil and small g ran i t e blocks. A l idded wooden coffin was set in 
the top of this filling. Its profi le had been very d is tor ted by se t t l ement but it a p p e a r e d to 
have had a nar row flat bo t tom, to have been about 0.2 m d e e p with m a x i m u m d imens ions at 
its top of 2.4 and 0.65 m. The wood survived as a soft black f ibrous mater ia l , its gra in still 
d e t e c t a b l e . The coffin had probably been hollowed f rom a single block of wood. A little 
gr i t ty soil s e p a r a t e d it f rom the r e m a i n s of its lid, which had cracked du r ing se t t l emen t , 
a l lowing fil l ing f r o m above to trickle in. The decayed wood of both coffin and lid was never 
more t h a n 0.025 m thick but had been c o m p r e s s e d f rom its original th ickness . It was too 
d e c a y e d to be removed , for the wood to be ident i f ied or for a radiocarbon de t e rmina t ion . 
Acid soil had des t royed all t race of bone but resul t s f rom soil analysis for p h o s p h a t e s were 
cons i s t en t with p re sence of a body (p.22). The top of the fill a round the coffin was packed 
with se lec ted g ran i t e l umps including some quar t z and a high proport ion of a fine g ra ined 
bluish g r a n i t e which occurs in small quan t i t i e s in the local head . 

A second wooden coffin had been placed immedia te ly on top of the f irst . In p laces the 
d e c a y e d wood of its base could not be d i s t ingu i shed f rom the lid b e n e a t h . The uppe r coffin 
was 2.3 by 0.5 by 0.3 m d e e p with a lmost vertical s ides and a flat bot tom. Its wood was so 
d e c a y e d that the direct ion of the grain could not be a sce r t a ined . There was no trace of a lid. 
It w a s packed a round with redepos i ted grey subsoil which sp r ead up and ou twa rds f rom its 
fill to fo rm a s p r e a d 5m across a round the centra l pit. 

The soil packed a round the u p p e r coffin d i f fe red marked ly f rom that a round the lower. 
The u p p e r fill der ived f rom the leached u p p e r zone in the subsoil , 0.2 m thick, which was 
d iv ided f rom the lower, more clayey, un leached zone by a nar row dark band of r edepos i t ed 
l eached mine ra l s . The clayey lower subsoi l was used to pack the lower pit . 

A cent ra l cairn of tu rves and g ran i t e 3.6 in across was cons t ruc ted over the pit, m e r g i n g 
with the infill of the uppe r coffin. A rough kerb of large g ran i t e blocks occurred only on the 
wes t s ide . 

The turf s tack 
The lower par t of the turf s tack cons is t ing of tu rves , with grey gri t ty soil a d h e r i n g to their 

b a s e s , laid vege ta t ion d o w n w a r d s , was probably cons t ruc ted at the s a m e t ime as the central 
ca i rn . It covered the main cairn r ing and in p laces inc luded n u m e r o u s s tones knocked f rom 
it ( shown h a t c h e d in Fig. 3). The lower turf stack was topped by up to 0.2 m of peaty soil 
wi thout any de tec tab le turf s t ruc ture , the su r f ace of which was eve rywhere slightly 
c o m p a c t e d . 
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NW 4 

Watch Hill 
St. Stephen-in-Brannel metres 

Fig. 3 
Watch Hill. Cairn ring phase. 

Moorstone grounders shown in light outline, tumble from 
cairn ring shaded For find symbols see Fig 5. 
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The turf s tack was la ter built up to a m a x i m u m height of about one m e t r e . The tu rves 
u s e d w e r e th icker and had a b rowner and less gri t ty subsoil t han those in the lower stack. 
They w e r e aga in placed vege ta t ion d o w n w a r d s . The tu rves in the two par t s may have been 
b rough t f r o m d i f fe ren t p laces as those in the lower stack p roduced no flint but those in the 
u p p e r p r o d u c e d twenty seven pieces . 

The yellow clay ring 
The r ing of yellow clay was depos i ted immedia te ly a f t e r the tu rves of the uppe r stack as 

the clay had tr ickled into the gaps be tween these . The r ing e x t e n d e d the m o u n d beyond the 
p e r i m e t e r of the turf s tack. It was r e t a ined by a small ke rb bank of g ran i t e l umps in 
b rownish soil. Its lower levels consis ted of gri t ty clay soils vary ing f rom grey th rough brown 
to o r a n g e and yellow in colour; t h e s e der ived f r o m subsoil over kaolinised g ran i t e . The 
u p p e r levels cons is ted of a lmost g r i t - f ree kaol inised g ran i t e . Lenses of d i f fe r ing colours, 
c r e a m , yellow and o range , sugges t d u m p i n g by baske t fu l s . The lower part of this gr i t - f ree 
clay were genera l ly l ighter in colour t han the u p p e r . All the mater ia l in the r ing had been 
d u g f r o m the i ron-s ta ined zone, o f ten up to 30 m in th ickness , over lying the whi te china clay 
depos i t s in the a rea . A p robab le source would be a s t r e a m which had exposed the yellow 
clay in its s ide. 

The top of this yellow clay, a l though d i s tu rbed by rabbi t s , had a compac ted sur face and 
the over ly ing soil pee led off cleanly. The barrow m o u n d a p p e a r s to have been left for a while 
with the yellow clay fo rming its su r face , and it was then t a m p e d or t r ampled upon . 

F e a t u r e s (a) to (e) were cut into the su r face of the m o u n d . They were d i s t ingu i shed when 
the over ly ing soil mask ing (see below) had been r emoved , but could have been cut th rough 
th is , (a) SW, was probably a post hole, 0.15 m d e e p with packing s tones and a smooth soil 
fill, (b) SW, 0.20 m deep , was filled with s imilar black soil, but lacked packing s tones , (c) 
SW, (d) SW, and (e) NW were not post se t t ings . They were filled with similar black gri t ty 
soil a n d smal l g ran i t e l umps much looser in t ex tu re t han the bar row mound , (c) was 0.55 m 
d e e p , (d) 0.20 m d e e p and (e) 0.50 m d e e p . 

The upper levels of the ditch 
A f t e r the deve lopmen t of a soil over the p r imary silts the ditch had been de l ibera te ly 

infi l led, f irst wi th s tones and a few tu rves , t hen with a black gri t ty soil. Over this were 
l u m p s of the s a m e yellow kaolinised g ran i t e which had been u s e d in the m o u n d (Fig. 4) and 
then m o r e s tones , some of t h e m very large , and more gri t ty black soil. The la rges t s tone 
direct ly over lay the pit in the ditch bot tom in the nor th eas t and f rom its s h a p e a p p e a r e d to 
have b e e n that originally d u g f rom the pit . 

The soil masking the mound and ditch 
A layer of black gritty soil, up to 0.30 m thick, was p laced over the compac ted su r face of 

the yellow clay r ing and turf s tack. It had been much d i s tu rbed by roots and rabbi t s but was 
clearly d i s t ingu i shab le f rom the base of the p r e sen t topsoil . A similar soil on the b e r m 
incorpora ted s p r e a d s of small s tones , especially on the nor th side, set in the su r face of the 
soil as a capp ing . The soil on the b e r m s p r e a d down into the top of the di tch, infil l ing it 
comple te ly and m e r g i n g with the soil a round the u p p e r infill of s tones . 

The area outside the barrow ditch 
No def in i te f e a t u r e s were found . The soil in a 2 m zone a round the e d g e of the ditch 

con ta ined m o r e s tones than e l s ewhere . 

Later features (not on plan) 
A r ec t angu l a r area 5 m by 1 m had been levelled back into the west e d g e of the bar row 

m o u n d , possibly to hold some t imber s t ruc tu re ; its loose black soil infilling conta ined seven 
t e e n t h cen tu ry pot tery . A pit 0.70 m across and 0.20 m d e e p was d u g ad jacen t to it into the 
di tch infill. 
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Fig 4 
Watch Hill Barrow phase. Yellow clay shaded. 
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RADIOCARBON DATES 
Two d e t e r m i n a t i o n s were ob ta ined f rom twig charcoal f r o m the pit in the ditch bo t tom 

sea led by p r i m a r y silts (NE), HAR-654 3470 ± 7 0 bp . 1520 be and HAR-655 3420 ± 8 0 bp. 
1470 be (ba sed on 5570 year half-l ife). T h e s e da t e s , ca l ibra ted according to S u e s s ' s Bristle-
cone Pine curve , can be a d j u s t e d to cen t re on e i ther 1740 and 1710 BC or 1790 and 1820 BC 
b e c a u s e of i r regular i t ies in the curve at this pe r iod . However Clark (1975) has s t r e s sed that 
it is at p r e s e n t mis l ead ing to p roduce cal ibrat ion curves with deta i led minor var ia t ions 
b e c a u s e of the size of the s t a n d a r d e r ro r s both of the de t e rmina t ions and of the curves . 
B e c a u s e his app roach p r e s e n t s ca l ibra ted d a t e s with a broad and realistic r ange of error , it 
is u s e d below to provide app rox ima te indicat ions of the d a t e s in chronometr ic t e rms , all the 
da t a al lows us at the p resen t t ime . HAR-654 may thus be e x p r e s s e d at 2s as fal l ing b e t w e e n 
2156 and 1590 BC and HAR 655 b e t w e e n 2090 and 1546 BC ( I s be tween 2013 and 1717 BC 
a n d b e t w e e n 1983 and 1657 BC. 

Note p rov ided by Carbon-14 Tri t ium M e a s u r e m e n t s Labora tory , AERE, Harwel l . J a n u a r y 
1977. 

T h e s a m p l e type (twig) and archaeological context in which it was found sugges t no real 
d i f f e r e n c e s should exist in the two resu l t s g iven . T h u s a m e a n result of bp 3445 ± 5 3 is 
r e c o m m e n d e d as the bes t va lue convent ional rad iocarbon da te for the ditch in-filling. 

The smal le r e r ror is in this case ob t a ined by the stat ist ical combinat ion of the error 
e s t i m a t e of each individual resul t , i .e. !/£v/(70)2 + (80)z. This associat ion is jus t i f ied since 
bo th r e su l t s w e r e fully i ndependen t l y d e t e r m i n e d . 

As a r ad ioca rbon da te this m e a n resul t fal ls in a difficult region for direct convers ion to a 
t rue c a l e n d a r d a t e by Bris t lecone pine ca l ibra t ion . The tab les of Damon et al provide a 
m e a n s of e x p r e s s i n g this uncer ta in ty mathemat ica l ly in t e r m s of an increased e r ror t e rm on 
the ca l ib ra ted resul t and will t he re fo re be used in this case . The cal ibrated result (with 
r o u n d i n g to the nea res t 10 y) is thus , BP* 3840 ± 100 (1790-1990 BC). 

* Correc t ion by the me thod of Damon , P . E . . Long, A. and Wallick, E . I . , 1972. ' D e n d r o 
chronologic cal ibrat ion of the Carbon-14 t ime sca le ' , Proceedings of the 8th International 
Conference on Radiocarbon Dating, Wel l ing ton , New Zea land , 18-25 October 1972, 
pp 44-59. 

• Pot • White pebble 
• Flint • Crystal 
• Small Find Organic 

Fig. 5 
Symbols used to indicate find categories on excavation plans. 

14 



Fig. 6 
Watch Hill. Section across barroui and ditch. 
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Ii({ 7 
Watch Hill Plans and sections of Central Pit 
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FINDS 

The Enlarged Food Vessel (Fig. 8, No. 1) 
All s h e r d s had been depos i t ed , singly or in g roups , on the compac t ed a reas on top of t he 

p r imary ditch silt. Breaks were u n a b r a d e d . More than two th i rds of the decora ted par t of 
the vessel is r e p r e s e n t e d ; the base was found in one piece; only a tiny fract ion of the plain 
body jo in ing shoulder and base was p re sen t . Most inter iors , especial ly those f rom the u p p e r 
zone, were coated with 2 to 3 m m of powdery black mate r ia l . 

The fabric var ies be tween 7 and 12 m m in th ickness , 20 m m on the base , and is f r i ab le 
with many gr i t s . The interior sur face and core are black but the exter ior is oxidised r edd i sh 
brown to a d e p t h of 3 to 5 m m . Both su r faces have been careful ly smoo thed : the gr i ts ha rd ly 
p ro t rude . 

The vessel be longs to the En la rged Food Vessel c lass , a t e rm p re fe rab le to Food Vessel 
Urn because , as at Watch Hill, they were not u sed to conta in c r ema ted bones . The vessel 
ha s two shoulder r idges and two appl ied lugs pos i t ioned below the r idges (enough of the 
c i r cumfe rence be ing p re sen t to d e t e r m i n e this n u m b e r ) . The decora t ion is ' s t a b - a n d - d r a g ' . 
with a s q u a r e - e n d e d tool, a r r a n g e d so that the d r a g was a lways inwards in the pa i red 
h e r r i n g b o n e l ines. 

A sherd was thin sec t ioned by Dr D .F . Wil l iams of Sou thampton Universi ty who 
c o m m e n t s : 

'Large inclusions of lava are p r e s e n t , set in an optically anisotropic clay mat r ix . The 
parallel or ienta t ion of microli te inclusions in the lava can be clearly seen . Sca t t e red 
th roughou t the matr ix a re n u m e r o u s s u b a n g u l a r g r a i n s of qua r t z of a un i fo rm size, 
rarely exceed ing 0.03 m m across . Also p r e sen t a re a n u m b e r of g ra ins of pyroxene . The 
ident i f icat ion of some minera l s is difficult d u e to the amoun t of a l tera t ion that ha s t aken 
place . This she rd , f rom a si te s i tua ted on the g ran i t e , m u s t be r e g a r d e d as a s t r a n g e r to 
the immed ia t e a rea . Ins tead , the na tu re of the t e m p e r indica tes an area of igneous l avas . ' 
The precise ident if icat ion of a par t icu lar lava source is diff icult because of the var ia t ion 

within individual outcrops . Lavas occur in Cornwall in a zone s t r e t ch ing f rom Pent i re H e a d 
on the nor th coast to Torpoint on the south . T h e r e a re minor ou tc rops a round the St Austel l 
g ran i t e . In addi t ion n u m e r o u s small depos i t s of tuff a long St Austel l Bay w e a t h e r to give 
s imilar mate r ia l s . The re a re also lava outcrops f u r t h e r af ield in Devon and Wales . 

E n l a r g e d Food Vessels have received no m o d e r n def ini t ive s tudy . The t e rm is u sed for 
pots which display gene ra l s imilar i t ies to Food Vesse ls but which a re la rger . ApSimon 
(1972, 148) has shown that the two g r o u p s a re s ignif icant ly d i f fe ren t in size and s u g g e s t s 
that this may re la te to funct ion , En la rged Food Vesse ls be ing p e r h a p s originally domes t i c . 
E n l a r g e d Food Vessels as a g r o u p m e r g e with col lared u r n s and biconical u rns and are best 
r e g a r d e d as a part of the British EBA ser ies of biconical vesse l s with decorat ion on the i r 
u p p e r pa r t . With in this se r ies some regional concen t r a t ions occur , such as Food Vessel 
Vases in Yorkshire or the Trevisker se r ies in South W e s t Eng land , but t hese are not 
exclusive. Until more is unde r s tood of the r e a s o n s for re ten t ion and repet i t ion of fo rm and 
decora t ive mot i fs on pot tery by early societ ies , the value of b reak ing down this po t te ry 
t radi t ion into g roups , de f ined by t ra i ts which a p p e a r s ignif icant to m o d e r n scholars , is 
s l ight . 

A n u m b e r of En l a rged Food Vessels provide r e a s o n a b l e c o m p a r a n d a , apar t f rom the lugs , 
for the Watch Hill pot . T h e s e are widely s ca t t e r ed , r e f l ec t ing the dis t r ibut ion of E n l a r g e d 
Food Vessels as a whole . The bes t Cornish paral le l is the pot f rom Carnkief , Pe r r anzabu loe 
(Pa tche t t , 1950, E 14); this ha s the grooved shou lde r and r im form of Watch Hill but only 
one row of rough s t a b b i n g on the exter ior and four on the inter ior . It was found inver ted 
over an u n d e c o r a t e d vessel bes t desc r ibed as a col lared u rn , but without c remat ion or o the r 
associa t ions . The o ther Cornish E n l a r g e d Food Vesse ls , s o m e half dozen (Pa tche t t . 1944), 
fo rm a dist inct ive local sub -g roup . Their s h a p e s a re not biconical but vertical or s l ight ly 
ou t - t u rned in the uppe r par t of the body, with a n u m b e r of horizontal r idges but little o the r 
decora t ion . They have no s ignif icant associa t ions . The only En la rged Food Vessel f r o m 
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Devon, p l o u g h e d out f rom a bar row at Nymet Tracey du r ing the n ine t een th century , is close 
in fo rm and decora t ion to the Watch Hill pot . It has a similar r im form, decora ted inside and 
out with a s ingle line of s t a b b e d o r n a m e n t , with two r idges and coarser s t a b b i n g a round the 
shou lde r , but also ho r seshoe h a n d l e s which link it with biconical u rns (Pearce . 1973, 47). No 
s imilar vesse l s a re known f rom e l sewhere in sou the rn lowland Eng land . The only vessel 
f r o m n o r t h e r n Eng land similar in size, form and decorat ion is that f rom Copt Hill, 
Hough ton - l e - sp r ing , D u r h a m (Abercromby, 1897, No. 484); no th ing is recorded about its 
assoc ia t ions . T h e r e are four similar vesse ls f r o m Wales . That f rom the cemete ry bar row at 
L l andy fnan , P e n t r a e t h . Anglesey , is deco ra t ed with twis ted cord and was associa ted with a 
smal l f l a n g e d axe, a f l anged chisel and a th ree - r ive t t ed d a g g e r (Lynch. 1970, Fig. 48). The 
pot f r o m Cerr ig-y-Ddewi , Llangwyllog, Ang lesey is smal ler ; it was found when levell ing a 
ba r row d u r i n g the last cen tury (Abercromby, 1897, No. 478). That f rom Lower Lledrod, 
C a r d i g a n (Gr imes , 1951. 210), again has cord decora t ion; it was found inver ted over a 
c r ema t ion in a cist . The pot f rom Gar thbe ib io , Mon tgomery , with decorat ion roughly 
inc ised , was f o u n d on its own within a bar row m o u n d for which the central deposi t was a 
c i e m a t i o n in a cist accompanied by a bat t le axe of Roe ' s Wilsford class (Grimes, 1951. 194). 

The u n i q u e f e a t u r e of the Watch Hill E n l a r g e d Food Vessel , the lugs , der ive f rom the 
local Trevisker s e q u e n c e . It should , t he re fo re , a lmost cer ta inly be r e g a r d e d as a local 
p roduc t which shows tha t , desp i t e the d o m i n a n c e of the local pot t ing tradit ion, vesse ls in 
o the r s tyles were p roduced in the area . 

The r ad ioca rbon da t e s f r o m Watch Hill ( be tween 2156 and 1590 BC, 2090 and 1546 BC) 
can be appl ied to the En la rged Food Vessel as the s a m p l e providing them is only s e p a r a t e d 
f r o m the s h e r d s by the interval necessa ry for the accumula t ion of the pr imary silt. The o n k 
o the r d a t e for an En la rged Food Vessel , of d i f f e r en t type, comes f rom the Ea r l ' s Fa rm Down 
Bar row ( A m e s b u r y G. 71) Wil ts . , 1640 ± 9 0 be (Chris t ie , 1967, 344): that is (Clark. 1975) 
b e t w e e n 2360 and 1680 BC. The associat ion for the similar vessel at L landyfnan in Anglesey 
s u g g e s t s a da t e towards the end of the Early Bronze Age because of the na tu re of the 
decora t ion on the d a g g e r (Lynch, 1970, 143). The lugs on the Watch Hill pot may have 
de r ived f r o m the Trevisker s equence a f te r that had deve loped over a period of some t ime. 
Such lugs were r e g a r d e d by Patchet t as a f e a t u r e of he r Class C Cornish po t te ry , v iewed bv 
he r as a d e v e l o p m e n t f rom the r ibbon hand led Class B urns . The lugs are genera l ly found on 
sma l l e r vesse l s with more rounded prof i les than the r ibbon hand led u rns and with s ingle 
cord r a t h e r t han plai ted cord decora t ion . Such vesse l s fall roughly into A p S i m o n ' s Style 2 
(ApSimon and Greenf ie ld , 1972, 326). Trevisker pottery' with r ibbon hand le s and plai ted 
cord decora t ion (Patchet t Class B or ApSimon Style 1) has been associa ted four t imes with 
Ear ly Bronze Age d a g g e r s and once with fa ience b e a d s ( s u m m a r i s e d in ApSimon and 
Green f i e ld , 1972, 338). The radiocarbon da te f rom the Liskey Barrow, Pe r ranzabu loe . 
NPL-193 1565 ± 9 0 be, is associa ted with two r ibbon hand led urns ; that is (Clark. 1975) 
b e t w e e n 2160 and 1636 BC. The few assoc ia t ions for Class C or Style 2, and Class D or 
Styles 3 and 4, all f rom domest ic si tes, are with O r n a m e n t Horizon bronzes . The develop 
m e n t of t he s e q u e n c e is suppor t ed in a gene ra l way by the s t r a t ig raphy at Gwithian. West 
Cornwal l . S t annon , Bodmin Moor (Mercer , 1970) and at Trevisker itself (ApSimon and 
Green f i e ld . 1972). The four lugged vessel of Style 2 f rom the Upton Pyne Barrow, Devon 
(Pol lard, 1969, Fig. 6) is associa ted with a rad iocarbon da te of 1386 ± 5 3 be BM-402. The 
d a t e of the Watch Hill pot lies towards the end of the Early Bronze Age. 

Flints (Fig. 9) 
78 p ieces were recovered . More came f rom the turf stack than f rom any o ther location 

p r e s u m a b l y b rough t in with the turves , but o the r p ieces may have been deliberately 
d e p o s i t e d on the site. The f l ints cannot be r e g a r d e d as a closed group, but all. with the 
poss ib le except ion of the microlith 9, could d a t e to the Early Bronze Age. As cortex is 
a lways f r o m p e b b l e flint, and many pieces lacking cortex are typically crazed, and no piece 
is of a qual i ty incompat ib le with pebb le flint, all the flint probably came f rom Cornish 
b e a c h e s . 
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Fig. 8 
Watch Hill. Enlarged Food Vessel and Stone Tools. All 7 /3 
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Sur face b e n e a t h the ba r row t h r e e inc luding 3 and 22 
Ca i rn rings 
U p p e r turf s tack 
Yellow clay r ing 
U p p e r ditch levels 
Soil m a s k i n g 
Topsoi l 
1939/45 d i s t u r b a n c e 

one , 4 
twen ty seven inc luding 2 ,5 ,10,14,16 and 17 
f ive inc lud ing 18 
e igh t inc lud ing 13 and 19 
twen ty two inc luding 6,7 ,11,12,20 and 21 
two inc lud ing 15 
t en inc lud ing 8 and 9 

Arrowheads 
2. T r a n s v e r s e . U p p e r turf s tack , N W . 

Knives 
3. Blade with b lun t ing a long one e d g e and sl ight t r i m m i n g a long the o the r . Old Ground 

Sur face , N W . 
4. Blade with s t e e p b lun t ing on one e d g e , b roken . Cairn r ing , SE. 
5. Blade wi th f ine t r i m m i n g on both e d g e s , b roken . U p p e r turf s tack, NE. 
6. Blade wi th f ine t r i m m i n g a round point a n d a long both e d g e s , b roken . Soil mask ing . 

7. B lade with f ine t r i m m i n g a long one e d g e , b roken . Soil mask ing , SE. 
8. As 7. 1939/45 d i s t u r b a n c e . (Not i l lus.) 

Microlithic forms 
9. Obl ique ly b lun ted po in t . 1939/45 d i s t u r b a n c e . 

Retouched pieces 
10. F lake , t r i m m e d along one e d g e . U p p e r turf s tack, NE. 
11. Flake with no tches e i the r s ide , b roken . Soil m a s k i n g , NE. 
12. As 10. Soil m a s k i n g , N W . 
13. Blade wi th s ingle notch , b roken . U p p e r ditch levels , N W . 
14. Thick f lake , roughly t r i m m e d with b a t t e r e d e n d ; p e r h a p s used as a s t r ike-a- l ight . 

U p p e r turf s tack, SE. 
15. F lake rough ly t r i m m e d on both s ides . Topsoi l , SE. 

Pieces with utilisation traces 
A total of 35 of which the i l lus t ra ted p ieces a re r e p r e s e n t a t i v e . 
16. Na r row b l ade , u se on e n d , b roken . U p p e r turf s tack, SE. 
17. F lake , heavy u s e on e n d . U p p e r turf s tack, N W . 
18. Blade, w e a r on both e d g e s . Yellow clay r ing, N W . 
19. I r r egu la r f lake with sl ight u se a long both e d g e s . U p p e r di tch levels, NE. 
20. I r r egu la r f lake , heavy use t owards one e n d . U p p e r di tch levels , N W . 
21. Flake , h e a v y u s e on both e d g e s . U p p e r di tch levels , SE. 

Unused Flakes 
T h r e e 

Chips 
T h i r t e e n 

Core 

22. Single p l a t f o r m with p e b b l e cor tex. Old G r o u n d Sur face , N W . 

Stone tools (Fig. 8) 
23. P e b b l e of local s a n d s t o n e . One s u r f a c e worn smooth , p robab ly th rough use as a 

r u b b i n g s tone . Soil f o rma t ion over p r imary di tch silt, NE. 
24. Gran i t e p e b b l e with one su r f ace worn s m o o t h . U p p e r ditch levels , NW. 
25. Th in p e b b l e of f ine -g ra ined local s a n d s t o n e , b roken , with one su r face worn smooth . 

U p p e r d i tch levels, N W . 

S W . 
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Fig. 9 
Watch Hill Flints. All 2/3. 

26. Pebb le of local fine-grained micaceous s a n d s t o n e . G r o u n d or worn facet on one end . 
Soil mask ing , SE. 

A few f r a g m e n t s of unworked grey s la te were also f o u n d . This occurs natura l ly on the St 
Austel l g ran i t e . Thus the f r a g m e n t s may not have b e e n b rough t onto the site and are not 
ind ica ted on the p lans . W o r k e d p ieces were found at C a e r l o g g a s I (62, 63 and 64) a n d at 
T r e n a n c e Downs (104-107). 

White pebbles 
Two (2) smal l whi te quar tz wa te rworn p e b b l e s were found in the 1939/45 d i s t u r b a n c e . 
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Quartz crystals 
19 quar t z c rys ta l s of va ry ing sizes, der iv ing f r o m the local g ran i t e , we re recovered . A 

n u m b e r h a d sl ightly worn face t s s u g g e s t i n g a long per iod of use . Al though all the crystals 
r e c o r d e d n e e d not have b e e n u s e d or specially depos i t ed , all those found have been l isted 
a s they w e r e b e i n g de l ibera te ly looked for and r eco rded . 

Surface beneath the barrow 1 Soil masking 7 
Primary ditch silt 1 Topsoil outside barrow 5 
Upper turf stack 3 1939/45 disturbance 1 
Upper ditch levels 1 

Botanical material 
A quan t i ty of mate r ia l was recovered , mainly f r o m the di tch. Many f r a g m e n t s were found 

in smal l g r o u p s as though de l ibera te ly depos i t ed . The d e n s e s t concent ra t ion was in the 
s o u t h ; it was totally absen t f r o m the west and spa r se ly sca t t e red e l s ewhe re . The wood had 
t h e a p p e a r a n c e of very soft charcoal , but some p ieces may have been p r e se rved , without 
c h a r r i n g , by the d a m p n e s s of the di tch. The f rui t f r a g m e n t s were s h r u n k e n , ha rd and 
b rown , but did not a p p e a r to have been c h a r r e d . The wood was ident i f ied by Dr S. Limbrey 
a n d the f ru i t s by Miss P . J . P a r a d i n e and M r J . R . B . Ar thur , F.L.S. 

S u r f a c e b e n e a t h the barrow: — Crataegus (hawthorn) , one piece 
Pit in di tch bo t tom, NE: mixture of small , mainly twig charcoal f r a g m e n t s : 

Prunus spinosa (b lackthorn) 
Crataegus Sorbus (probably rowan as w h i t e - b e a m , the 
o ther ind igenous var ie ty of Sorbus, is l ime-loving) 
Quercus(oak) 
Alnus (a lder) 
Corylus (hazel) 
Sambucus (e lder) 

P r i m a r y d i tch silt: — Quercus, at least four p ieces 
Corylus, at least th ree pieces 
Alnus, one piece 
Crataegus, at least t h ree pieces 

Soil over p r imary ditch silt: - Filicales of Pteridium (par ts of b racken f ronds ) , at least 
two pieces 
Quercus, f rui t , one piece 
unident i f iab le f r a g m e n t s 

- un ident i f iab le f r a g m e n t s 
Quercus, most p robab ly Q. Petraea (Mattuschka Liebl.) 
(sessi le oak), at least nine pieces of fruit 
Prunus, t h r e e f ru i t inc luding one defini te ly f r o m 
P. spinosa (sloe), wood f r a g m e n t s 
Malus sylvestris Mill, (crab apple) , one fruit 
Corylus avellana L., one frui t and some o ther poss ib le 
wood f r a g m e n t s 
Filicales of Pteridium, at least nine p ieces 
Sorbus, wood f r a g m e n t s 

— Crataegus and Quercus, frui t 
Filicales of Pteridium, some f r a g m e n t s 

Lower coff in fill: 
Cen t r a l ca i rn : 
U p p e r di tch levels : 

Soil m a s k i n g : 

Soil ana lys i s 
S a m p l e s f r o m the infill of both coff ins and f rom the soil on the bot tom of the central pit 

w e r e s u b m i t t e d to the D e p a r t m e n t of the Env i ronment Ancient M o n u m e n t s I .aboraton. 
t o g e t h e r with a control s ample f rom the sur face benea th the bar row. P h o s p h a t e analvsis In 



Dr H.C .N. Keeley showed that the only s a m p l e with a h igher p h o s p h a t e content than the 
o the r s was that f rom the bot tom of the pit . This is p r e s u m a b l y exp la ined by the down 
wash ing of minera l s in the pit and the fact that the fills of t he coff ins had trickled in a f te r the 
cracking of their lids and the decay of bodies . 

DISCUSSION AND HYPOTHESIS 
The cairn ring was cons t ruc ted with a g a p , p r e s u m a b l y to allow access for initial 

ce remonies . Access across the ditch, a lmost cer ta in ly d u g before the const ruct ion of the 
cairn ring, may e i ther have been by a causeway , later r emoved , or by t empora ry p lanking 
p e r h a p s set in the l edges on its lip. Some s tones f r o m the ditch may have been piled in a low 
ex te rna l bank; the r e m a i n d e r of the mater ia l d u g f rom it was removed f rom the si te. At 
this s t age Watch Hill may be r ega rded as a ri tual enc losure . The di tch, d u g with care and 
regular i ty , re la tes to the enclosure tradit ion ev idenced by h e n g e m o n u m e n t s and not to 
bar row quarry di tches . T h e r e is no close c o m p a r a n d u m . No o ther d i tched bar rows are 
known on the St Austell g ran i te ( though some may have been des t royed without record) . 
Ditched bar rows occur occasionally in South Wes t E n g l a n d . The only two proper ly 
excava ted and recorded were at Tregu l land , T reneg lo s (Ashbee , 1958) and the Liskev 
Barrow, Per ranzabu loe (Christ ie, 1960). In both ca ses the d i tches had provided mater ia l for 
the mound and apparen t ly had been cut late in the s e q u e n c e on each si te. However a s ingle 
ledge was p resen t in the Tregul land ditch, and a pair , both on the inner edge , at the Liskev 
barrow. It is possible that the s equence at t hese s i tes was comparab l e to that at Watch Hill, 
the d i tches fo rming an initial enc losure p h a s e n e e d i n g t e m p o r a r y br idging , and the mater ia l 
d u g out s tockpiled, p e r h a p s in an external bank, to be used later in the m o u n d . 

Pre -bar row cairn r ing enc losures f r equen t ly have e n t r a n c e s , s o m e t i m e s s u b s e q u e n t l y 
blocked. The blind en t r ance at Watch Hill a p p e a r s u n i q u e in its des ign which allowed it to 
be viewed f rom the exter ior but not u sed . It may der ive eventual ly f rom the megal i th ic 
t radi t ion, ev idenced in the blind en t r ances of such Cotswold Severn t ombs as Belas K n a p 
or Poles Wood South, or the false portals of south w e s t e r n do lmens such as Tre thevy Quoit . 
St Cleer , or Zennor Quoit in Zennor par i sh . A s o m e w h a t s imilar se t t ing occurs at Culchar ron 
Cairn , Lorn, Argyll (Pe l t enburg , 1972). The M y n y d d Epynt cairn in Brecon had a se t t ing of 
o r thos ta t s on the exter ior of its coursed re ta in ing ke rb (Dunning , 1943). The pos i t ioning of 
some cup m a r k e d s labs may be re la ted; one was set in the ou te r face of the r ing cairn s t age 
at Tregu l land (Ashbee , 1958, 189) and ano the r in the ke rb at Tre l igga Site 2, Delabole 
(Andrew, 1946, 43). The deposi t ion of the pot s h e r d s in the ditch may rela te to the blocking 
of the en t r ance , a final ceremonia l before the si te was left d e s e r t e d for some t ime. F inds of 
de l ibera te ly depos i t ed s h e r d s are common in ba r rows , par t icular ly in the south west (see for 
example deta i ls of s i tes in Andrew, 1946). Possibly the o the r s h e r d s f rom the En la rged 
Food Vessel , p e r h a p s toge the r with the ditch mate r i a l , we re depos i t ed in ano the r nearby 
bar row s t ruc tu re . The removal of ditch mater ia l has not so far been d e m o n s t r a t e d e l s ewhe re 
but would be difficult to prove in an area without f r e q u e n t var ia t ions in bedrock. 

The lower turf m o u n d was cons t ruc ted over the cent ra l doub le coffin depos i t . About fortv 
bar rows in Britain have now produced monoxylous t imber coff ins (Ashbee . 1960. Fig. 26: 
Elgee , 1949; H . M . S . O . , 1961 to 1974) and their use was w i d e s p r e a d in nor thern Europe . 
Thei r associat ions , f r o m Beaker to the latest W e s s e x phase , sugges t that they were used 
th roughout the whole per iod that barrow cons t ruc t ion was common in Britain. The Watch 
Hill coff ins are the first to be ident i f ied in South W e s t E n g l a n d . The only o ther possibi l i t ies 
a re the line of e ight b e n e a t h barrow II at W r a n g w o r t h y , Eas t Pu t fo rd , North Devon (Radford 
and Rogers , 1947, 162) which are be t te r i n t e r p r e t e d as the decayed t imber s of a mortuarx 
s t ruc tu re . Lids a re common , for example at Loose Howe, Yorks (Elgee, 1949) and Bishop ' s 
W a l t h a m , H a n t s (Ashbee , 1957). Two coff ins in one g rave were found at Dysgwylfa . 
Ca rd igan (Forde, 1939) where a hollowed t runk 3 m long was bur ied at the cen t r e of a 
bar row with a second, 1 . 1 m long, above it con ta in ing a c remat ion and a Food Vessel . At 
Loose Howe the l idded coffin was bur ied next to a dugou t canoe ' (Elgee, 1949) which had 
been p r e sumab ly in te r red as a coffin. 



Afte r an interval the turf stack was h e i g h t e n e d , c a p p e d with yellow kaolinised g ran i t e and 
the di tch was infi l led. The m o u n d at this s t age had the low f la t - topped 'p la te ' or ' p l a t fo rm ' 
s h a p e found at Cocksbarrow, at the u n d a m a g e d ba r row 500 m west of Hensba r row and 
occasional ly e l s ewhe re in South Wes t E n g l a n d . The de l ibe ra te infill of the ditch cannot be 
pa ra l l e l ed . The only o ther infilled d i tches r eco rded are f r o m si tes w h e r e the m o u n d was 
e n l a r g e d , for e x a m p l e E a r l ' s Down F a r m , Wilts (Christ ie , 1967) or Arre ton Down, I .O .W. 
(Alexander , 1960, 260). Some use of the Watch Hill m o u n d at this p h a s e is s u g g e s t e d by the 
c o m p a c t e d na tu r e of its su r face but t h e r e a f t e r the whole s t ruc tu re was m a s k e d with dark 
soil, coun te r to the tradit ional view of a bar row c a p p e d with br ight mater ia l to r ende r it 
clearly visible. The origins of this pract ice may be looked for in the de l ibe ra te blocking off 
a n d infi l l ing of megal i th ic t omb forecour t s . It may be r e g a r d e d as a de l ibe ra te act, m a r k i n g 
the end of the use of the s t ruc tu re for ri tual p u r p o s e s . 

The l eng th of t ime b e t w e e n the bui ld ing of the initial cairn r ing enc losure and the final 
m a s k i n g is diff icul t to a s se s s . Format ion of the soil over the p r imary ditch silt may have 
t aken a d e c a d e or a h u n d r e d years . The da te for the use of the site, based on the rad iocarbon 
d a t e s a n d the E n l a r g e d Food Vessel (p. 17), falls towards the end of the Early Bronze Age. 

CAERLOGGAS DOWNS, ST AUSTELL 
(Figs. 10 & 11) 

The Downs , nea r S tena lees , fo rm the h ighes t e m i n e n c e on the eas t side of the St Austell 
g r a n i t e . As the a rea is desc r ibed as Cae r loggas Downs on cur ren t edi t ions of OS m a p s , this 
n a m e has been u s e d . It was former ly known as Car l iddan or Ca r ludden , f rom Cruckledan (a 
r e f e r e n c e of 1357 AD quo ted by Gover, n .d . ) : r e f e r e n c e s to the early fo rms of the n a m e are 
g iven in the St Austel l check-list (Sheppa rd , 1972). Cae r loggas I, a r ing banked enc losure , 
was s i t ua t ed at 266 m OD, the h ighes t point of the Downs (SX 01705659). Cae r loggas II 
(SX 01725657) a n d Caer loggas III (SX 01755655), both ba r rows , were a l igned to the south 
eas t of I a n d lay one m e t r e and two m e t r e s lower respect ive ly . The a l ignment points to the 
e n d of t he Gr ibb in , the promontory de f in ing the eas t side of St Austell bay, some eleven 
k i lomet res away . The si tes a re l isted as Barrows nos . 1, 2 and 3 in the par i sh check-list . 

T h e r ing b a n k e d enclosure and the two ba r rows were totally excava ted du r ing J u n e and 
Ju ly 1972 and a small a rea be tween II and III was s t r ipped wi thout resul t . The r e m a i n d e r of 
t he Downs had been so d i s t u rbed by ext rac t ion of minera l s and moors tones that no o ther 
s t r i pp ing was feas ib le . An addi t ional m o u n d was inves t iga ted but p roved to be a w a s t e tip. 
A bank , ju s t sou th of the ba r rows , p robably of medieva l da te , was sec t ioned . 

CAERLOGGAS I: THE RING BANKED ENCLOSURE 
(Figs. 12-15, Pi. V) 

The s t ruc tu re covered an area about 25 m across . The r ing bank, s t and ing to a m a x i m u m 
he igh t of 1.3 m, enclosed an i r regular space 12 m in d i a m e t e r . An en t r ance to the south west 
w a s f l anked by rounded t e rmina l s . Recent des t ruc t ion on the nor th eas t may have r emoved 
a second e n t r a n c e . The inter ior was roughly level with some h u m p s indicat ing moors tones . 
thinly covered by vegeta t ion and a few hollows s u g g e s t i n g recent d i s t u rbances . A sl ight , 
i n t e rmi t t en t dep res s ion could be t raced a long the exter ior of the bank to the west , and to the 
sou th wes t were two more such d e p r e s s i o n s (Fig. 11). The vege ta t ion was coarse g ras s , 
b i lber ry and gorse , the roots of which had p e n e t r a t e d deep ly . The si te had been in t e rp re t ed 
as a ba r row f r o m which the cen t re had b e e n r e m o v e d . 

The enc losure was excava ted by q u a d r a n t s ; the two u n d a m a g e d , to the south and wes t , 
w e r e subd iv ided by octant baulks . The exter ior of the bank was d e t u r f e d by a J C B 30 
m e c h a n i c a l excavator . Small mach ine t r enches were cut to test the small d e p r e s s i o n s to 
the sou th wes t . The r e m a i n d e r of the work was carr ied out ent i re ly by h a n d . 
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Fig 10 
Location of barrous on Caerloggas Downs. Contours at 7 5 m intervals 
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The surface beneath the enclosure 
The enc losure had been roughly cen t r ed on a large f l a t - topped moors tone pro jec t ing 

0.5 m above the s u r r o u n d i n g rocks, which f o r m e d the top of a localised gran i te mass , a 
smal l r e m n a n t tor which had res i s ted both w e a t h e r i n g and kaol inisat ion. The g round had 
b e e n l i t te red with moors tones , m a n y of which would have b e e n par t ly or complete ly covered 
by vege ta t ion . The compres sed soil b e t w e e n the s tones was smooth , black and almost grit 
f r e e . The subsoi l was w e a t h e r e d grani t ic h e a d , but kaolinised g ran i t e occurred 200 m to the 
sou th wes t . 

The si te had b e e n p r e p a r e d by the remova l of moor s tones , leaving angu la r hollows in the 
subsoi l . T u r v e s were then laid vegeta t ion u p p e r m o s t b e n e a t h the bank and over the interior 
(basal tu rves ) to infill both na tura l hollows and those caused by moors tone removal . Some 
m a y have been cut f rom the ditch but this would not have provided a suff icient n u m b e r . 

The ditch and the initial entrance 
The enc losure had been sca rped on the wes t a n d south by a shal low ditch, apparen t ly to 

give it a g r e a t e r a p p e a r a n c e of he igh t . This ditch was of i r regular profi le , nowhere more 
t h a n 0.6 m d e e p . Except for turf , the ditch mate r ia l was not u sed in the enclosure . Its infill 
cons i s t ed of a slow silting of f ine black soil with a f ew gran i t e l umps der ived f r o m the 
exter ior of the r ing bank . A causeway , 4 .8 m wide, had b e e n s i ted to the south west over a 
solid g r an i t e outcrop , the su r face of which a p p e a r e d to have b e e n much worn and t r amp led 
a l t hough m o d e r n roots e x t e n d e d r ight down to it. 

The ' initial e n t r a n c e ' , immedia te ly within the causeway but not symmet r ica l to it (PI. VI), 
cons i s t ed of four natural ly rooted s tones (a) to (d), left as ' s t a n d i n g s tones ' a f t e r moors tone 
remova l , and two f u r t h e r s tones (e) and (f) w e d g e d upr igh t with tu rves . A flat moors tone (g) 
had b e e n left in situ in the 0.9 m wide e n t r a n c e gap b e t w e e n (a) and (e). 

As the initial e n t r a n c e is covered by the Phase 1 bank, the en t r ance in which is not a l igned 
on the ditch causeway , the ditch and the initial en t r ance may be in te rp re ted as the prel im 
inary p h a s e of r i tual enc losure . Pa tches of yellow clay (not shown on plan) sca t t e red over the 
basa l t u r v e s in a rough circle benea th the la ter bank should re la te to this pre l iminary p h a s e . 

The central pit complex (Fig. 15, PI. VII) 
A pit , 1.8 m long, 1.0 m wide and 0.45 m d e e p , had b e e n d u g b e n e a t h the nor th east 

s ide of the moor s tone centra l to the enc losure . Its lower fill cons is ted of r edepos i t ed head 
d u g frorfi the pit mixed with a little black soil and p r e s u m a b l y t a m p e d so that the u p p e r fill 
p ee l ed off c leanly . The la t ter was composed of t ightly w e d g e d g ran i t e l umps with some 
tu rves a n d gr i t ty black soil. The size and s h a p e of the pit s u g g e s t e d a g rave but the fill was 
too t ight ly packed for the p r e sence of a la rge organic objec t . Soil analysis (p. 42) showed an 
abnormal ly h igh p h o s p h a t e content . Ob jec t s f r o m the fill r e p r e s e n t all the common 
ca t egor i e s p r e s e n t on the si te; s even t een f l ints , f ou r t een whi te pebb le s , one worn quar tz 
crys ta l , one incised slate (63), a burnt and broken killas pebb le with a worn facet , th ree 
a p p a r e n t l y u n u s e d killas pebb le s , a t ou rma l ine p e b b l e and two f r a g m e n t s of heavily burnt 
bone . 

The sou th eas t corner of the pit d e e p e d to (h) 0 .3 m d e e p (Fig. 12). To the south was a 
shal low ex tens ion (j) 0.15 m d e e p . The fills of (h) and (j) w e r e cont inuous with the u p p e r fill 
of t he m a i n pit . Two small s e p a r a t e pits to the south of (j) we re 0.2 m d e e p and filled with 
f ine black soil and small g ran i t e l umps . The basa l level l ing tu rves a p p e a r e d to have been 
con t inuous over t he pit complex which is r e g a r d e d as be long ing to the p h a s e of pre l iminary 
ce remon ia l . However , as the tu rves were m u c h d i s t u r b e d by roots , this phas ing is not 
abso lu te ly ce r ta in . 

The Phase 1 ring bank (Fig. 12) 
The bank , surviving to a m a x i m u m height of 0.8 m. cons is ted of tu rves w e d g e d a round 

a n d laid over an i r regular r ing of g ran i t e blocks. The tu rves , a lmost all laid vege ta t ion side 
d o w n , had se t t led and c o m p r e s s e d ; the bank su r face would originally have been more 
r e g u l a r . The top of this bank was d i s t ingu i shab le as a con t inuous da rke r soil, s u g g e s t i n g 
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Fig. 11 
Caerloggas. Location of excavated areas. 
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tha t i ts su r f ace had been left to develop as a soil for some t ime. The bank ran over the 
initial e n t r a n c e . Its own en t r ance , south eas t of the fo rmer , was 3 m wide f lanked by slightly 
e n l a r g e d t e rmina l s . A h a r d t r amp led su r f ace of gri t ty black soil in the en t r ance way overlay 
bo th basa l level l ing tu rves and the sp r ead of the yellow clay used in the pre l iminary p h a s e . 
T h e s t o n e s in the bank had suppor t ed a n u m b e r of posts which had pro jec ted th rough the 
bank ; more may have exis ted than the 43 d e t e c t e d . In the d a m a g e d north eas t sector , post 
socke ts only surv ived where w e d g e d b e t w e e n moors tones . Post d i a m e t e r s var ied be tween 
0 . 1 5 m and 0.4 m . A post in the middle of t he en t r ance way and the line of seven fo rming a 
chord across the interior within the e n t r a n c e were g round-se t , some in moors tone- removal 
hol lows. The post -hole d imens ions var ied b e t w e e n 0.22 and 0.3 m across and 0.10 and 
0.25 m deep , but post p ipes did not survive . All post sockets were infilled with hard black 

T h e P h a s e 2 r ing bank (Fig. 13) 
T h e bank was h e i g h t e n e d by up to 0 .3 m of br ight yellow clay, kaolinised gran i te , mixed 

with b a n d s of smooth dark soil, l ighter b rown gri t ty soil and s tones . Its su r face was 
r e a s o n a b l y level and dist inct with the yellow colour d e e p e n i n g towards the top. In the 
e n t r a n c e a thin layer of ha rd , gri t ty, yellow clay with a very dist inct su r face a p p e a r e d to be 
t r a m p l e d mate r i a l ; this e x t e n d e d for some d i s t ance into the inter ior . The yellow clay had 
s u p p o r t e d at least twenty posts , the sockets of which were found infilled with hard black 
soil. Ev idence for o the r s may have been r emoved by rabbi t s which had d i s tu rbed the uppe r 
levels of t he bank . The sockets , possibly d i s to r ted by the rot t ing or removal of posts , var ied 
b e t w e e n 0.2 a n d 0.5 m in d i ame te r . 

T h e P h a s e 3 r ing bank (Fig. 13) 
T h e bank was e n l a r g e d and h e i g h t e n e d with black gri t ty soil s imilar to that infilling the 

P h a s e 2 post socke ts . A rough cairn r ing, very ru ined and never more than two s tones h igh , 
had b e e n built over the soil he igh ten ing ; m a n y s tones f rom it we re sca t te red in the e roded 
soil at the base of t he bank . (All s tones on Fig. 13 form part of this r ing . ) No s tones overlay 
the P h a s e 2 pos t s but some a p p e a r e d to c lus ter a round them, so that it is possible that the 
pos t s w e r e still s t a n d i n g in this phase , a l though r emoved eventua l ly and their sockets back 
p a c k e d . 

The in ter ior of the enclosure 
Th is was covered by about 0.2 m of soil below the topsoil , much d i s tu rbed by roots and 

r abb i t s . Suff ic ient u n d i s t u r b e d mater ia l r e m a i n e d for tu rves of the basa l levell ing to be 
d i s t i ngu i shed ; the soil above consis ted of d i s t u r b e d tu rves mixed with e roded mate r ia l s 
f r o m the bank . The levelling turves had probably been laid severa l thick over the interior . A 
la rge n u m b e r of ob jec ts were found but the lack of clear s t r a t ig raphy p reven t s their be ing 
g r o u p e d into p h a s e s . 

Later activity 
A s tone founda t ion one course high (Fig. 13), 3.5 m long with short r ec t angu la r 

e x t e n s i o n s at e i the r end , had been set back into the Phase 3 soil on the west of the interior 
and was covered by a subs tan t i a l th ickness of e roded soil. Two small pieces of brick were 
f o u n d in this soil but no f u r t h e r f inds , o ther than prehis tor ic , were m a d e in its vicinity. Its 
d a t i n g is t h e r e f o r e uncer ta in . 

A pit . 0.7 by 0.4 m across and 0.4 m d e e p , b e t w e e n the en t r ance and the centra l moor-
s tone , was filled with loose black soil con ta in ing s h e r d s f rom a medieval j u g . A circular pit . 
0.4 m across and 0.4 m d e e p , jus t south west of the central s tone , conta ined late n ine teen th 
c e n t u r y s t o n e w a r e she rds and a comple te iron pulley wheel 0 .3 m across . These are not 
shown on plan . The eas t en t r ance te rminal had been d u g over to a d e p t h of 0.3 m produc ing 
a soft mixed yellow and black layer much r iddled by rabb i t s whose bur rows ex t ended into 
the levels b e n e a t h . This f e a t u r e is i n t e rp re t ed as war r en ing , p robably of medieval da t e . 
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Fig. 12 
Caerloggas I Phase 1 plan Moorstone grounders shou n in light outline 
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Fig. 13 
Caerloggas I Plan of Phases 2 and 3. All stones on Ring Rank belong to Phase 3 Cairn Ring 

Finds for Phase 2: f = flint, q = quartz 
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Fig. 14 
Caerloggas I. Sections G H across Ring Bank Enclosure and 

Section J - K across entrance 
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Caerloggas I Section through Central Pit 

E r o d e d gr i t ty black soil m a s k e d the lower bank s lopes on both interior and exter ior but 
could not be clearly d i s t ingu i shed f rom the Phase 3 soil. 

THE FINDS 
F i n d s cons i s t ed of a c r u m b of pot tery , pa r t s of a bronze d a g g e r , s lag, an a m b e r f r a g m e n t 

a s tone bead , f l ints , white quar tz pebb les , qua r t z crystals , s tone tools and unused pebb les . 
As the major i ty c a m e f rom the interior, c lus te r ing a round the centra l moors tone , they may 
be r e g a r d e d as depos i t ed on site and not incorpora ted in cons t ruct ion mater ia l s . They have 
b e e n p lo t ted in t h r e e g roups . Those f rom the old g round sur face , di tch, central flit complex, 
basa l level l ing tu rves and P h a s e 1 bank are shown in Fig. 16. F inds f rom Phase 2 levels art-
p lo t ted in Fig. 13. Objec ts f rom the Phase 3 e n l a r g e m e n t , the d i s tu rbed soil in the interior 
and eros ion levels a re shown on Fig. 1 7. 

Pottery (not i l lus.) 
O n e smal l f r a g m e n t of f ine , buff ware with s o m e micaceous sand , probably f rom a rim 

with an in terna l bevel . Basal levelling tu rves , W. 

Bronze (Fig. 18 and PI. IX) 
27. F rom basa l levelling turves , E. Two jo in ing f r a g m e n t s found close toge ther f rom a 

d a g g e r with flat , pointille decora ted midr ib f lanked by a s ingle p ronounced groove on e i ther 
s ide ; all b r e a k s were pa t ina ted . 

A co rpus of Early Bronze Age d a g g e r s f rom Britain has been pub l i shed by Gerloff (1975). 
T h e out l ine and the cross-sect ion of the Cae r loggas f r a g m e n t fit best aga ins t the d r awing of 
G e r l o f f ' s No. 156 f rom Barrow G.27, Wi l s ford . Wilts, on which the reconst ruct ion in Fig. 18 
is b a s e d . The pointil le decorat ion, the out l ine and cross-sect ion are more appropr ia t e to a 
t h ree - r ive t t ed d a g g e r of the Camer ton-Snowshi l l ser ies than to the s t ra igh te r s ided b lades 
e i the r of the Armorico-Bri t ish Bush Barrow ser ies or of the knife d a g g e r s . Gerloff s u g g e s t s 
a d a t e r a n g e for the ser ies f rom the late s ix teen th to the early fou r t een th century BC. based 
on a de ta i l ed s tudy of its cont inenta l and m e d i t e r r a n e a n associa t ions and cont inenta l 
a f f in i t i es . This da t ing is in fact only a closely a r g u e d conf i rmat ion of the f i f teen th century 
BC s u g g e s t e d by ApSimon in his initial recogni t ion of the C a m e r t o n Snowshill g roup 
(1954. 49). 

The C a e r l o g g a s f r a g m e n t f i ts well within the known dis t r ibut ion of Camer ton Snowshill 



d a g g e r s . T h e r e is a Type Snowshill d a g g e r f rom H u n t s h a w , North Devon (Gerloff. No. 157) 
and Type C a m e r t o n d a g g e r s f rom Farway (No. 193) and H a m m e l d o n (No. 194) in Devon, 
Rillaton (No. 195), Pelynt (No. 196), Mullion (No. 201) and Harlyn Bay (No. 202) in 
Cornwal l . The b lades f rom H a m m e l d o n and Rillaton also have pointille decora t ion . A 
de ta i led s tudy of pointille decora ted d a g g e r s ha s been m a d e by Proudfoot (1963). No b lade 
of the Armorico-Bush Barrow ser ies has yet been ident i f ied f rom South West E n g l a n d . It 
a p p e a r s p robab le , f rom Ger lo f f ' s recons idera t ion of the ev idence , that this ser ies is indeed a 
little ear l ier than the Camer ton-Snowshi l l ; the typological division is backed by d i f f e r ences 
in composi t ion (Brit ton, 1961). The absence of this ear l ier se r i e s mus t be borne in mind in 
any cons idera t ion of the role of Cornish m e t a l s in the deve lopmen t of W e s s e x - c e n t r e d 

Fig. 16 
Caerluggas I. Location offinds from Phase 1 levels. For find symbols see Fig 5. 

33 



meta l lu rg ica l t radi t ions . D a g g e r s of Ge r lo f f ' s f la t - r ivet ted type occur at Woodbury , Fas t 
Devon (No. 64), of f la t - r ivet ted kn i f e -dagge r type at Newquay , Cornwall (No. 270), Fern-
wor thy , Devon (No. 280) and of the grooved kn i f e -dagge r type at Upton Pyne, East Devon 
(No. 326). D a g g e r s now lost or not avai lable for s tudy a p p e a r to have been found at Denzell 
Downs , St Co lumb, Cornwall (Borlase, 1872, 243), Fore Down, St Cleer . Cornwall (Pa tche t t . 
1944, Tab le II), Cheesewr ing , Linkinhorn, Cornwal l (Patchet t , 1944, Table II), Moor Barton. 
More ton , Devon, (Worth 1882, 154) and Barrow I, W r a n g w o r t h y , Eas t Put ford , Devon 
(Radford and Rogers . 1947, 161). T h r e e d a g g e r s in the Arre ton tradit ion were found in the 
Plymstock hoard (Ger lof f ' s No. 207, 208, 213). The deposi t ion of g rave goods in ba r rows was 
p robab ly not as common in the south wes t of Eng l and as in W e s s e x (p. 75) but d a g g e r s 
a p p e a r to be the mos t f r equen t ly occurr ing type apar t f rom fl ints and pot tery . 
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Fig. 17 
Caerloggas I. Location of finds from Phase 3 levels. For find symbols see Fig. 5 



Fig. 18 
Caerloggas I Finds of bronze (27), amber (28) and stone (61 -66). 

27, 28, 61 2/3; 62 66 1/3. 

Tin slag 
Seven small p ieces of g lassy slag were found in an area 2 m across in W , six f rom the 

basa l levell ing tu rves and one f rom the d i s t u r b e d soil above . They are r ega rded as a s ingle 
g roup , the seven th piece d i s tu rbed f rom its or iginal posi t ion. 

Scientific examination of dagger and slag fragments . 

By H. S. Campbe l l , Meta l Use r s ' Consul tancy Service 
R.F. Tylecote, D e p a r t m e n t of Meta l lurgy , Univers i ty of Newcas t le 
L. Biek, Ancient M o n u m e n t s Laboratory 
R . E . M . H e d g e s , Research Laboratory for Archaeo logy , Univers i ty of Oxford 

In view of their common context and . more par t icular ly , common denomina to r — tin 
the f r a g m e n t s of d a g g e r and slag are he re cons ide red t oge the r . Both the mate r ia l s are in a 
highly in te res t ing and informat ive s ta te of p rese rva t ion , in its d i f fe ren t ways qui te per fec t 
and un ique . 



Description (LB). At first s ight (PI.IX) the su r face of the d a g g e r r eminds one of pol ished 
bone — or p e r h a p s opal ised g lass , or some glazed or slag-like mater ia l . Closer inspect ion 
c o n f i r m s the ext raordinar i ly f lawless s m o o t h n e s s of the sur face but invites compar ison with 
p e r f e c t ' p a t i na s on cer ta in bronzes . At this level the colour is p e r h a p s adequa te ly desc r ibed 

as pa le olive g rey . The re is a f ine mot t le of g r een i sh white — which on one s ide coalesces 
into a s ingle l a rge area cover ing over Vis of the su r f ace — and occasional , l a rger and less 
well d e f i n e d da rke r spots a re p roduced by local intensif icat ion of a reddish brown colour. 
U n d e r a low p o w e r microscope this picture is resolved into a r andom pa t t e rn of mainly whi te 
and b rown , d i sc re te f luffy g rowths seen at va ry ing d e p t h s within a uniformly pale grey 
t r ans lucen t mat r ix . In f r ac tu re (Pl.X) this su r f ace layer can be seen , clearly, to be ex t remely 
un i fo rm in both colour and dep th and to follow the original su r face in every par t icular 
inc lud ing the pyramida l dep re s s ions of the decora t ion . Below it are equally clear and 
un i fo rm con t inuous bands of varying th ickness and a l t e rna t ing clean white and lus t rous 
go lden b rown colour, the white p r e d o m i n a t i n g and fo rming the core. 

T h e mos t s igni f icant su r f ace mark ings a re s t ra igh t s t r ia t ions a long the grooves , showing 
relat ively coarse g rav ing tool marks c o m p a r e d with the f ine polish of the flat su r faces . T h e s e 
m a r k s r e m a i n in an exceedingly thin layer only; whe re this has f laked off the marks have 
g o n e with it (PI. XI). Over the main body su r f ace only a few r andom scra tches can be seen . 

The X r ad iog raph shows a coarse ne twork of n u m e r o u s cracks, in most cases jo in ing the 
decora t ive dep re s s ions , and one ma jo r crack comple te ly b isec t ing the large f r a g m e n t 
longi tudina l ly . O the rwise the radio-densi ty is comple te ly un i fo rm and there is no indication 
of any res idua l pockets of metall ic core. 

A p p a r e n t physical dens i t i es were d e t e r m i n e d by J u s t i n e Bayley as follows: d a g g e r 
f r a g m e n t 2.36, s lag 4.93, cass i ter i te p e b b l e 5.39. For compar i son (pure mate r i a l s : 
p u b l i s h e d va lues) : 10% tin bronze 8.8, tin 7.3, tin oxide crystal l ine powder 6.95. tin oxide 
( t ins tone) cass i te r i t e , mass ive up to 7.1, g lassy ' i ron ' s lag 4. 

In c o n f u s i n g cont ras t , the s lag f r a g m e n t s not only look like, but really are, g lass . Some 
had w e a t h e r e d on the su r face — slightly but typically - to a patchy, thin golden brown 
i r idescent flaky skin of ' hydrogen g l a s s ' : i .e . , largely silica. But the dominant impress ion is 
of a black g las s , with sha rp , smooth conchoidal f r a c t u r e . The sur faces have the satin-l ike 
t ex tu re a s soc ia ted with cooling u n d e r viscous, t he rma l s t r e s s . The th ickness is largely 
un i fo rm within one piece — several f r a g m e n t s be ing s imilar (ca. 3 m m max. ) but some u p 
to twice as thick, and of t he se , two found 1J4 m apa r t give a m a t c h i n g fi t . All the f r a g m e n t s 
show s o m e cu rva tu re and half of t hem even have a pseudo- r im ' profile; in a d i f ferent 
context they migh t easily be mis taken for vessel g lass . Closer inspect ion indeed shows the 
colour to be a t r a n s p a r e n t 'bot t le b r o w n ' . The X-radiograph (PI. XII) reveals n u m e r o u s 
spher ica l blobs of metallic tin (like the few visible, uncor roded , th rough a thin layer of g lass 
jus t below the su r face ) th roughou t the th ickness . 

Analysis dagger fragments 
Isoprobe examina t ion ( R E M H ; Hall et al, 1973, 53-57) gave the following resul ts : 

Sur face F rac tu re 
Tin 50-80% . . . (this va lue) . . . x 0.75 
C o p p e r c a . 5 % (3-10%) 
Iron c a . 5 % (3-10%) 
Arsenic 10-20% . . . (this value) . . . x l . 2 5 

X-ray diffraction (HSC). A powder d i f f rac t ion pa t t e rn ob ta ined by C.G. Purnell gave only 
r a the r d i f f u s e b a n d s but their posi t ions w e r e r easonab ly well ident i f ied at D = 3.4, 2.6. 2.3 
and 1.75 A, the line at 2.3 A be ing weake r than the o ther th ree . A m o n g the indexed 
s t r u c t u r e s that include the th ree s t ronges t l ines is va r lamoff i t e (Sn ,Fe) ( 0 , 0 H ) 2 - W e have 
prev ious ly found var lamoff i te as a corrosion product on bronze samples f rom the 
Associa t ion wreck and think it very likely, t he re fo re , that var lamoff i te is a principal con-
s t i tuen t (of the o rder of 10%) in the corrosion product f rom the d a g g e r . One should 
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ment ion , however , tha t when we found it on the bronze i tems f rom the sea it was not in the 
compac t fo rm rep roduc ing the original su r f ace that was such a r emarkab l e charac ter i s t ic of 
the d a g g e r . 

In addi t ion to the powder pa t t e rn we tr ied to ob ta in a g lanc ing incidence pa t t e rn f r o m the 
shiny ou te r sur face of the corrosion produc t but this gave no d iscernib le dif f ract ion l ines 
w h a t e v e r and it a p p e a r s , t he re fo re , tha t the ou te r layer is vir tual ly a m o r p h o u s . 

Analysis slag fragments (RFT) 
A piece (AM 733106; si te ref . 596NW (15)) as rece ived had w e a t h e r e d to give a brown 

coloured exter ior . A new f r ac tu re had a black, g lassy a p p e a r a n c e and closely r e s e m b l e d the 
s lag f rom Carnel loe (vide inf.). Even to the naked eye small g lobules of meta l (c. 65 / i m ) 
were visible. 

Microscopic examina t ion conf i rmed the visual a p p e a r a n c e , and a mic ro -ha rdness tes t on 
the white meta l g lobules gave a f igure of 8.4 HV50g. This value is in keep ing with that of 
e l emen ta l and impure tin meta l (5 to 9.6 HV) and qu i te out of the lead r ange which is about 
half this . 

An a t t emp t was m a d e to etch the g lass to see if t he re was any crystal l ine componen t but 
this was unsuccess fu l and we can t he r e fo re a s s u m e it to be a t rue g lass . In this s e n s e it 
a g r e e s with that f r o m Carnel loe a l though the la t ter was devoid of tin globules — all of its 
tin be ing in the g lass p h a s e . 

The following resul t s ( % ) were ob ta ined on a se r i es of Cornish tin s lags and r e s i d u e s 
(Tylecote, 1965) which are probably of m o d e r n or fairly recent or igin: 

Sn Pb Zn Cu M n 
A. Uni ted Mines 0.8 1.3 0.17 0.015 0.40 
B. Sel igan East 0.5 — 0.10 0.22 0.70 
C. Sel igan Wes t 22 — 0.5 0.04 0.50 
D. Bissoe 60 0.3 0 .3 tr 0.40 
E . Carnel loe 2.8 — 0.5 0.7 0.50 

The rest was F e O , S i0 2 , and CaO. A typical m o d e r n tin sme l t ing s lag would conta in : 
3 5 % SiO*, 18% FeO, 28% CaO, 17% M g O + A l 2 0 , a n d 2 .5 -3 .0% Sn. 

In the se r ies above , B and C showed the usua l fayal i te crysta ls in a g lass matr ix , but the 
s lag f rom Carnel loe was ent i rely s t ruc tu re l e s s . The d i f f e rence is probably due to d i f fe ren t 
cooling ra tes . Both B and C conta ined tin-rich g lobu les . 

The only ear ly tin s lag known to the au thor c o m e s f rom Por tugal (Maia e Costa and dos 
Santos , 1965-66). It c ame f rom an Iron Age hillfort d a t e d f rom the 8th century to the 2nd 
cen tury BC. The composi t ion was:-

F e 2 0 3 64.43% MnO 
S i0 2 21.46 TiOe 
A 1 2 0 , 9.34 P 2O s 

0.40 S 0.005 
0.96 Cu tr 
0.30 S n 0 2 2 .03 

The s t ruc tu re s vary f rom tin meta l in a grey-black matr ix to fayal i te la ths with wus t i t e or 
m a g n e t i t e . The spher ica l g lobules of tin were abou t 150 to 200 ^ m d i ame te r . Some FeSn 2 

p h a s e was also p r e s e n t . It is c la imed that the above composi t ion conf i rms the use of h e m a 
ti te or l imonite as a f lux. This may be so in Por tuga l , but the ma in impur i ty in Cornish 
t ins tone p e b b l e s is iron and this would n e e d f luxing with s a n d . The smel t ing t e m p e r a t u r e s 
were e s t i m a t e d to be u p to 1300°C and I would a g r e e with this in both cases . 
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Discussion 
Noth ing is known about tin smel t ing d u r i n g this period (Tylecote, 1962, 63) and the slag 

is in fact t he f irst to be recognised in this count ry . Al though the associat ion of ore, s lag and 
me ta l he re is symbolic it is clear that tin sme l t i ng was carr ied out nea rby . It is not poss ib le 
to be prec i se about the original arsenic content in the d a g g e r but it would appea r to have 
b e e n of t he o rde r of 1 % . No lead was de t ec t ed in such quan t i ty . Compar i son with pub l i shed 
ana ly se s would sugges t that it be longs to the ear l ier r a the r than the later Middle Bronze 
Age and could be equally consis tent with Bush Barrow or Camer ton /Snowsh i l l types 
(Bri t ton, 1961; Tylecote , 1962, 322). A m e c h a n i s m for the a l tera t ion of the d a g g e r mater ia l 
is p r o p o s e d on p. 70; its p re sen t condit ion m a k e s it cer ta in that the b reaks pre da te bur ia l . 

It is i n t e r e s t ing to note that the e n c a p s u l a t e d tin g lobules have been totally p ro tec t ed in 
the s lag even by a very thin layer of its g lass ma t r ix . The s lag was also broken before burial 

A m b e r (Fig. 18) 
28. F r a g m e n t 14 by 14 by 9 m m f rom soil in inter ior . W, possibly f rom an amule t . Decayed 
s u r f a c e f ace t s on t h r e e s ides are at app rox ima te r ight ang les to each o ther ; the cent ra l facet 
ha s poss ib le t r aces of three small incised circles. T h e r e a re only four other recorded f inds of 
a m b e r f r o m Bronze Age ri tual depos i t s in South Wes t E n g l a n d . A possible pin head , f r o m a 
round bar row, n e a r the Woolley long bar row, Morwens tow, Cornwall , was associa ted with a 
c r ema t ion and s o m e fine plaster- l ike mater ia l u sed as a backing for a flat meta l object about 
e ight inches ac ross ' (Dudley, 1968b, 80). A pes t l e - shaped amule t was found with pot tery , 
both now lost, and c r ema ted bones at Burrow Park, Halwill , Devon (Burnard , 1896). A 
s ingle a m b e r b e a d accompanied eight of f a i ence and nine of l ignite, some bones and 
p o t s h e r d s in a depos i t p loughed out of a bar row at North Molton, North Devon, in the nine 
t e e n t h cen tu ry (Fox and Stone, 1951). T h e r e is lastly the a m b e r d a g g e r pommel f rom 
H a m m e l d o n on Dar tmoor (Kendrick, 1937). This s p a r s e d is t r ibut ion is consis tent with that 
of o the r 'exot ic ' objec ts of this da t e in the a rea . 

Flint (Fig. 19) 
208 p ieces w e r e recovered , all apparen t ly of pebb le flint (see Watch Hill fl ints, p. 18). 

Sur face b e n e a t h the s t ruc tu re : t h ree including 51 
Ditch silt: four inc luding 36 and 44 
Basal level l ing turves : f if ty two inc luding 29,33,34,37,39,53 and 54 
Cen t ra l pit complex: e i gh t een inc luding 49 
P h a s e 1 levels : s even t een inc luding 59 
P h a s e 2 levels : t h ree inc luding 42 
P h a s e 3 levels: f o u r t e e n inc luding 41,43,45.48,56 and 60 
Soil in inter ior : n inety t h r e e inc luding 30,31,32,35 

38,40,46,47,50,52,57 and 58 
Topsoi l : four 

Arrowheads 
29. Leaf, bifacially worked. Basal levell ing turves , E. 
30. Leaf, bifacially worked, plano-convex sect ion. Soil in interior . W. 
31. Poss ib le leaf , slight t r imming conf ined to one face . Soil in interior . F.. 
32. T r a n s v e r s e , Soil in inter ior , S. 
33. T r i angu la r . Basal levell ing turves , W. 
34. Ba rbed and t a n g e d . Basal levell ing turves , W'. 

Scrapers 
35. E n d sc rape r , very heavily burn t . Soil in inter ior , E. Also a burnt f r a g m e n t f rom the 

cent ra l pit . 

Knives 
Eigh t : 36 40, two f r a g m e n t s similar to 36 f rom basa l levell ing tu rves and one f rom P h a s e 

3 soil. 
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36. P lano-convex, one e d g e much b a t t e r e d . Ditch silt, S. 
37. P lano-convex, broken, heavily bu rn t . Basal levell ing turves , W . 
38. P lano-convex, found in two pieces, heavily b u r n t . Soil in inter ior , S. 
39. Flake r e t o u c h e d along both edges , point b roken . Basal levell ing turves , N. 
40. Par t of b lade , fine re touch on both e d g e s . Soil in inter ior , E. 

Microlithic forms 
41. Obl iquely b lun ted point . Phase 3 soil, S / W . 
42. Blade with b lun ted back. Phase 2 yellow clay, S. 
43. Blade with b lun ted back, broken . P h a s e 3 soil, W . 
44. Blade with b lun ted back, tip b roken . Ditch silt, S. 
45. Blade, s teep ly t r immed along one e d g e , slight t r i m m i n g along o ther . Na tu re of the 

t r i m m i n g is more comparab le to that on the microl i ths than on o ther fo rms . P h a s e 3 
soil, S. 

Segmented blades 
Nos. 46, 47 and ano ther all f rom soil in inter ior . Broken b lade s e g m e n t s apparen t ly 

de l ibe ra te ly b roken and used a f te r b r eakage are occasionally found in Wes t Country Bronze 
Age flint g r o u p s . They compare closely in form with la the f l ints as exempl i f ied by the Iron 
Age and Romano-Br i t i sh K i m m e r i d g e sha le indus t r i es (Calkin, 1955) but no cer ta in lathe 
f l in ts have yet b e e n publ i shed f rom the Bronze Age . 
46. Soil in in ter ior , N. 
47. Soil in in ter ior , S. 

Borer 
48. Point worn . Phase 3 soil, S. 

Flake with facetted point 
49. Pit K in cent ra l complex. 

Fabricator 

50. Broken, e n d and e d g e heavily ba t t e r ed , bu rn t . Soil in in teror , F. 

Pieces with retouch 
Six f l akes with re touch did not fall into de f inab le tool ca tegor ies . 51, 52, two f rom P h a s e 3 

soil and two f r o m soil in inter ior . 
51. H i n g e f r ac tu r e flake with re touch on one e d g e ; p robab le silica gloss . Old g round 

su r f ace , E. 

52. Blade, b roken and then re touched on both e d g e s , small notch. Soil in interior . S. 

Utilised pieces 
Forty seven pieces . The selection i l lus t ra ted indica tes the s h a p e s of f lakes apparen t ly 

used as tools wi thout re touch . One f rom the old g round su r face , e leven including 53 and 54 
f r o m basa l levell ing turves , th ree f rom the cent ra l pit, five inc luding 55 f rom Phase 1 levels 
one f r o m ditch silt, one f rom Phase 2 levels , four inc luding 56 f rom Phase 3 levels and nine 
t een inc luding 57 and 58 f rom soil in interior . 
53. Basal level l ing turves , N. 
54. W e a r t r aces all round c i r cumfe rence . Basal level l ing turves , N. 
55. P h a s e 1 levels , S. 
56. P h a s e 3 soil. S. 
57. Soil in in ter ior , E. 
58. Notch accidenta l , not worn ; point very worn . Soil in inter ior , F.. 
Unused flakes 

Forty t h ree . 
Chips 

Eighty . 
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Cores 
Five: 59, 60 and th ree very rough e x a m p l e s f rom soil in inter ior . 

59. Two part ial p la t fo rms at 120° to each o the r . Phase 1 levels, W . 
60. One p la t form at e i ther end . Phase 3 soil, W . 

Stone objects (Fig. 18) 
61. Se rpen t ine bead or whorl with cylindrical bore; slightly i r regular , exter ior fairly well 

pol ished with many scra tches r u n n i n g a round the c i r cumference , inter ior of bore 
highly pol ished with no wear t races on junc t ions with the flat su r faces . Basal level l ing 
turves , S. 

Se rpen t ine outcrops in the St K e v e r n e area of the Lizard in Cornwall . It is a soft rock, 
easily worked but no Bronze Age a r te fac t s a re r eco rded . However gabbro ic clay in the 
immed ia t e vicinity of the s e rpen t ine was extens ively u s e d for Bronze Age pot t ing (ApSimon 
and Greenf ie ld , 1972, 333). The re are no close c o m p a r a n d a to its form, as Early Bronze Age 
b e a d s a re all much smal ler and l ighter . The object r ecorded as a spindle whorl , and now 
lost, apparen t ly found with a Trevisker Style 1 r i bbon-hand led urn , ogival d a g g e r and 
incense cup f r o m Barrow III at Har lyn Bay (Patchet t , 1944, Fig . 6) was similar in s h a p e and 
size and may have had a cylindrical bore . If the Cae r loggas example was a whorl , it was 
neve r u sed . 

The high polish on the interior of the bore can be para l le led on a n u m b e r of bat t le axes , 
for example that f rom Brat ton F leming , Nor th Devon, in Rougemont H o u s e M u s e u m , 
Exe te r , and is a resul t of the hole-bor ing p rocess . The use of decora t ive rock s u g g e s t s e i the r 
an object of persona l a d o r n m e n t or a ut i l i tar ian object m a d e specially for ce remonia l 
depos i t ion . 
62 and 63. Small f r a g m e n t s of s la te with sha rp ly incised l ines on one su r face : the s la te , 

f rom the now e roded mant le over the g ran i t e , is of f r e q u e n t occurrence in the subsoi l . 
62 f rom the sur face b e n e a t h the r ing bank enc losure E; 63 f rom the cent ra l pi t . A 
th i rd , smal ler f r a g m e n t with less def in i te incis ions, c a m e f r o m the basal level l ing 
tu rves in W. Worked slate discs and o ther s h a p e s a re o f t en found in south w e s t e r n 
bar rows (see Trenance Downs p. 57) but no incised e x a m p l e s of this da te or context a re 
recorded . 

64. Slate pebb le , probably f rom a local s t r e a m , with two g r o u n d face ts jo in ing to f o r m a 
point at one end . Soil in inter ior , E. Similar to 26 f r o m W a t c h Hill. The face t s have the 
a p p e a r a n c e of be ing caused by use . 

65. F r a g m e n t of large quar tz i te pebb le , with par t of one su r f ace worn smooth but m a t t . 
P h a s e 3 soil. S. Such pebb le s occur in the b e d s of s t r e a m s r u n n i n g down f rom the 
g ran i t e . 

66. par t of g ran i t e pebb le , one natura l ly flat su r f ace worn smooth , the oppos i te s u r f a c e 
less worn. Soil in interior, W. 

A gran i t e pebb le , slightly worn, p robably t h r o u g h use as a q u e r n r ider , was found in the 
ditch silt in S.A burnt and broken slate pebb le with a worn facet s imilar to 26 c a m e f r o m the 
u p p e r levels of the centra l pit and a s la te p e b b l e with worn pa t ches f rom the soil in the 
interior in E. A n u m b e r of pebb le s exhib i ted no obvious t races of use : two of cass i te r i t e 
(which occurs in veins in the grani te ) , f rom the di tch silt in W and the basal levell ing tu rves 
in W; one of g r i t s tone ( f rom the Devonian Beds a round the gran i te ) , f rom the basa l level l ing 
tu rves in N; five of quar tz tourmal ine ( f r equen t veins in the gran i te ) , one f rom the basa l 
levell ing tu rves in W, two f r o m the Phase 1 bank in W and one f rom this context in E, one 
f rom the cent ra l pit; one of f ine -gra ined quar t z g re i sen (veins in the grani te ) , f rom the 
P h a s e 3 level in N; th ree of local s la te , one f rom the cent ra l pit and two f rom the soil in t he 
interior in N. 

White pebbles 
105 smal l white wa te rworn quar tz p e b b l e s were r eco rded . Some had highly pol i shed 

su r faces , p robably p roduced by hand l ing . 

41 



Basal level l ing tu rves 
Ditch silt 
Cen t ra l pit 
Pit K 

42 
1 

14 
1 

Post hole in P h a s e 1 en t r ance 
P h a s e 3 soil 
Soil in inter ior 

2 
3 

42 

Quartz crystals 
Five crys ta ls were r ecorded . Tha t f rom the cent ra l pit was very worn. The o thers came 

f r o m the basa l levell ing tu rves in S, P h a s e 1 levels in W, P h a s e 2 levels in W and soil in the 
in ter ior in E. Thir ty l u m p s of whi te qua r t z w e r e also recorded but because this occurs 
na tura l ly these n e e d not be of s igni f icance . 

Two smal l p ieces of heavily burn t bone , f r o m the centra l pit, were f rom long bones not 
o the rwi se ident i f iab le . 

Insect remains 
A s a m p l e of turf f rom the Phase 1 bank was e x a m i n e d by P . J . Osborne of the D e p a r t m e n t 

of Geology, B i r m i n g h a m Univers i ty , who r e p o r t e d that soil condi t ions were unsu i tab le for 
insect p r e se rva t i on . 

Soil phosphate analysis 
A s a m p l e f r o m the bo t tom of the cent ra l pit and a control s ample f rom the bur ied soil 

b e n e a t h the r ing bank were s u b m i t t e d to the Ancient M o n u m e n t s Laboratory of the Depar t 
m e n t of the E n v i r o n m e n t for p h o s p h a t e ana lys i s . The p h o s p h a t e content of the control 
s a m p l e was low but dist inctly h igher t han that of the p r e s e n t soils, indicat ing con t inu ing 
i m p o v e r i s h m e n t of the soil since the Bronze Age . Tha t f rom the centra l pit was h igher , 
cons i s t en t with the original p r e s e n c e of a bur ia l . Al ternat ively the humic soil in the pit may 
h a v e l eached to p roduce concen t r a t ed p h o s p h a t e s at its ba se , or o ther organic r e s idues 
in the pit could h a v e con t r ibu ted p h o s p h a t e to the soil. 

DISCUSSION A N D HYPOTHESES 
C a e r l o g g a s I fo rms a var iant , at p r e s e n t appa ren t l y un ique , of Bronze Age ritual 

enc lo su re s i tes . The site was first part ial ly d e f i n e d by a di tch, levelled u p with tu rves , and a 
token enc losu re f o r m e d by the r ing of yellow clay sca t t e red over the levell ing tu rves and 
e n t e r e d across the ditch causeway th rough the careful ly cons t ruc ted initial en t r ance ; the 
focus of p re l imina ry ceremonia l was p r e s u m a b l y the cent ra l moors tone . agains t and u n d e r 
which the cent ra l pit complex was set . The si te w a s then enc losed by a bank, s u b s e q u e n t l y 
h e i g h t e n e d twice. Dur ing the first two p h a s e s at least , a r ing of pos ts pro jec ted f rom the 
bank top. T h r o u g h o u t , the bank enc losed a roughly level a rea of turf t h rough which only the 
cen t ra l moor s tone p ro jec ted . A single post s tood in the e n t r a n c e way, probably d u r i n g the 
f irst p h a s e , a n d a line of pos ts ins ide the e n t r a n c e may have s u p p o r t e d a sc reen or ba r r i e r . A 
l a rge quan t i ty of f l ints , whi te p e b b l e s and o ther ob jec ts were depos i t ed in the interior e i ther 
d u r i n g or s u b s e q u e n t to cons t ruc t ion . 

The enc losu re a round the centra l moor s tone can be para l le led in a n u m b e r of ins tances , 
a l t h o u g h the cent ra l rocks are normal ly l a rge r , as for e x a m p l e with the r ing a round Showery 
Tor on the nor th e d g e of Bodmin Moor . The u n e x c a v a t e d s tone r ing a round Cox Tor on Dart-
moor is c o m p a r a b l e in size (Worth , 1898, 104). Borlase notes s tone r ings a round rocks at 
C a r n m e n e l l i s in W e n d r o n , Trannack in Sanc reed , both in W e s t Cornwall , and on Tresco in 
the Is les of Scilly (1872, 136 & 180). Ev idence for this pract ice in W a l e s has b e e n sum-
m a r i s e d by Lynch (1975). Barrows may incorpora te rock outcrops , for example that 
e x c a v a t e d in 1974 at Polcoverack in the Lizard (G. Smi th , pe r . com.) , but this may only have 
b e e n d o n e to minimize the labour of m o u n d cons t ruc t ion . 

T h e pit b e n e a t h the centra l moors tone is unlikely to have conta ined an adult burial 
b e c a u s e of its t ightly packed fill; the high p h o s p h a t e conten t migh t have been caused by the 
inclus ion of o the r organic mate r ia l s . The r a n g e of ob jec ts in its fill, r ep resen ta t ive of those 

Bone 
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f o u n d in the interior of the enc losure , conf i rms its in te rpre ta t ion as a ceremonia l , dedica tory 
depos i t . The posi t ion of the pit is para l le led by that b e n e a t h a cairn incorpora t ing a rock out-
crop on Trevea Hill, Morvah , Cornwall , which con ta ined no f inds (Borlase, 1872, 247), the 
depos i t of c r e m a t e d bones aga ins t the s ide of the rock cent ra l to a cairn on Treba r tha Hill, 
Nor th Hill, Cornwall (Malan , 1889, 499) and by the c remat ion b e n e a t h a boulder incorpor-
a ted in the Dru id ' s Circle, P e n m a e n m a w r , Nor th Wale s (Griff i ths , 1960). 

The length of t ime du r ing which the s t ruc tu re was in use cannot be e s t ima ted . No pos t s 
a p p e a r to have been rep laced but it is not known w h e t h e r the site was left a b a n d o n e d 
b e t w e e n const ruct ional p h a s e s . Phase 1 post sockets were infi l led, p robably a f te r the pos t s 
had ro t ted , as wi thdrawal of posts would have d i s lodged some s tones not iceably. The P h a s e 
2 pos t s may still have been s t and ing when the P h a s e 3 soil and s tones were a d d e d . Allowing 
a m i n i m u m of thirty yea rs for each def in i te pos t p h a s e , the use of the si te would have 
e x t e n d e d over a m i n i m u m of sixty years . The only da t ab le object is the d a g g e r f rom the end 
of the Early Bronze Age, a da t e appropr i a t e to the p r e sence of a m b e r and a decora t ive s tone 
ob jec t . Cae r loggas I was then probably in use at approx imate ly the s a m e period as W a t c h 
Hill; this con temporane i ty is consis tent with the ev idence f rom pollen analys is . 

CAERLOGGAS II 
(Fig. 20) 

The barrow had been badly d a m a g e d by a p ipe t rench which had cut th rough its cen t r e 
and removed the eas t par t of its m o u n d . A slight scar s u g g e s t e d that its original d i ame te r 
had been about 15 m. The surviving wes t s e g m e n t of the m o u n d was excava ted in one 
t r ench ent i rely by h a n d . The a rea eas t of the p ipe t r ench was mechanica l ly s t r ipped and the 
excavat ion comple ted by h a n d . 

The surface beneath the barrow 
The g round b e n e a t h the bar row was covered by moor s tones (not shown on plan) in the 

in ters t ices of which a black gr i t - f ree soil su rv ived , but n o w h e r e suff ic ient ly d e e p soil for 
pollen analysis to be feas ib le . Two p robab le t ree holes , much pre da t ing the bar row, w e r e 
found in the east a rea . A pit, 0.8 by 0.2 by 0.2 m d e e p , had been cut th rough the old soil and 
infilled with hard black soil and lumps of g ran i t e all 0.1 m across . Al though bar row m o u n d 
levels did not survive over it, the na tu re and compac t ion of its fill s u g g e s t e d a prehis tor ic 
da t e . 

The turf stack 
The main part of the mound , surviving to a he ight of 0.65 m, was built of tu rves , thin with 

little subsoil adhe r ing . Those (individual tu rves ) d i s t ingu i shab le had been placed vege ta t ion 
s ide down. 

The kerb 
The outer e d g e of the turf stack had been roughly ke rbed with g ran i t e blocks put in place 

as the stack was built; s p r e a d s of s tones ran back b e t w e e n the tu rves in places . Par ts of the 
ke rb were found in the eas t a rea but most of the s tones were out of posi t ion. 

The yellow clay capping 
Patches of yellow clay, kaolinised g ran i te , b rowne r and gr i t t ier than that used in 1 and III. 

overlay the turf stack and some of the kerb s tones . T h e s e were overlain in places by f u r t h e r 
tu rves . 

FINDS 
Three fl ints were recovered , a s e g m e n t e d b lade and a ut i l ised flake f rom the su r f ace 

b e n e a t h the bar row and a chip f rom the topsoil . A pebb le of local s la te was found a m o n g the 
ke rb s tones . 
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Fig. 20 
Caerloggas II. Plan and section. Location of finds shown. 
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DISCUSSION 
The bar row had b e e n built in a cont inuous p rocess , the ke rb s tones and yellow clay a d d e d 

as the turf stack was cons t ruc ted , but its s imilari ty to Cae r loggas III (p. 49) need not imply 
that its ritual focus had been identical . The pit b e n e a t h is only para l le led a m o n g the St 
Austel l ba r rows by those b e n e a t h Cocksbar row, in par t icular Pit Z conta in ing l u m p s of 
whi te quar tz of a similar size. Cae r loggas II may be reasonab ly a s s u m e d to post d a t e 
Cae r loggas I which was built on the actual hil l top. 

CAERLOGGAS III 
(Figs. 21 & 22) 

Barrow III was a smooth oval mound , 23 by 25 m across and about 1 m high. Its sou th 
e d g e had been slightly d i s tu rbed by the medieva l d i tch. The vege ta t ion was coarse g r a s s 
with gorse and bi lberry. A contour survey is fi led with the excavat ion records . Turf was 
s t r ipped mechanical ly and the m o u n d then totally excava ted by h a n d in oc tan t s . 

The surface beneath the barrow 
The bar row had been built upon a fairly level a rea l i t tered with moors tones , which in 

p laces had res ted up aga ins t each o ther (not shown on Fig. 21 as they were evenly sp read ) . 
The fo rmer topsoil survived as a black, a lmost g r i t - f ree zone very much c o m p r e s s e d and 
only 0.03 to 0.04 m thick. Eight angu la r small holes (a) to (h) filled with soft slightly gr i t ty 
black soil were p roduced by the removal of smal l moor s tones , p robab ly to d e m a r c a t e the 
e d g e of the m o u n d . Their d e p t h s were : (a) 0.28 m (b) 0.20 m (c) 0.20 m (d) 0.20 m (e) 0.30 m 
(f) 0.15 m (g) 0.20 m (h) 0.25 m. Two b r a n c h e s , 0.80 and 0.10 m in l eng th , had been p laced 
close toge ther on the old soil in E, but were too decayed for the ident i f icat ion of their wood 
or a radiocarbon de t e rmina t ion . 

The standing stone 
A small or thos ta t 0.40 m in height had been w e d g e d upr igh t by tu rves set over the old 

g r o u n d sur face 4 m to the north west of the bar row cen t r e . 

The turf stack 
The m o u n d was built of large thick turves , most ly p laced vege ta t ion u p w a r d s . Thei r sub 

soil was b rowner and gr i t t ier than that b e n e a t h the ba r row but pollen analys is (p. 61) 
indica tes an a rea of s imilar vege ta t ion ; a n u m b e r of small g r an i t e p ieces were b rough t in 
wi th the turves . The stack had been cons t ruc ted u p w a r d s and ou twa rds f rom the cen t re ; a 
slightly compac t ed su r f ace over an initial m o u n d 6 m across and 0 .3 m high indicated a short 
p a u s e in const ruct ion . Depress ions were left in the top of the stack to accommoda te yellow 
clay capp ing . 

The kerb 
The e d g e of the turf stack was de f ined by an in te rmi t t en t kerb set in short s t ra ight 

l eng ths , the longer s t r e t ches two or th ree s tones h igh . As the ke rb r e s t ed on tu rves or was 
overlain by t h e m in p laces it was posi t ioned du r ing the cons t ruc t ion of the turf s tack. 

The yellow clay capping 
Yellow clay, kaolinised g ran i t e , was p laced in the hollows left to the south and west in the 

top of the turf s tack and a few small p a t c h e s were s ca t t e r ed a round the nor th and e a s t . 
Some of the clay was br ight red with concen t ra t ions of ferr ic oxides . In W a quan t i ty of 
s tones had been laid within the clay which was careful ly s m o o t h e d over so that none w e r e 
visible on its su r face . T h e s e s tones had been d u g with the clay as quan t i t i e s of it a d h e r e d 
even to the u n d e r s i d e s of those s tones r e s t ing directly on the turf s tack. The junc t ion 
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Fig. 21 
Caerloggas III Plan Location of finds shown 

a - h are post-holes. Stones in turf stack shaded. 
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Fig. 22 
Caerloggas III. Section. 

b e t w e e n the clay and the tu rves was i r regular with clay lying b e t w e e n individual t u rves in 
p laces . 

The entrance 
On the south s ide of the m o u n d a g a p in the yellow clay 0.7 m across was appa ren t l y 

in tent ional as the hollows in which the clay was set on e i the r s ide were s t e e p - e d g e d and 
regu la r . The ke rb s topped jus t west of this g a p and possibly t u r n e d ou tward for a shor t 
d i s tance ; it was absen t to the eas t of the g a p . The g a p is i n t e rp re t ed as an e n t r a n c e 
d e s i g n e d for access to the m o u n d top. The re was no w e a r or t r a m p l i n g associa ted with it. 

The surface of the mound 
The su r face of the comple t ed m o u n d was not c o m p a c t e d nor were the re any f e a t u r e s 

indicat ing activity upon it. Topsoil immedia te ly over lay the turf stack and yellow clay, 
except a round the e d g e of the m o u n d . H e r e a sof t , only sl ightly gr i t ty , black soil i n t e rvened , 
cover ing the ke rb and p re se rv ing the old g round s u r f a c e u p to 2 m out beyond it. This soil 
may have b e e n de l ibera te ly depos i t ed as its quan t i ty , par t icular ly on the eas t of the m o u n d , 
was g r e a t e r than migh t be expec ted to have e roded f rom a turf s tack m o u n d . 

47 



FINDS 

Flint (Fig. 23) 
45 p ieces were found , 34 f r o m the su r f ace b e n e a t h the ba r row, 5 f rom the turf s tack. 1 

f r o m the yellow clay and 5 f rom the black soil a round the e d g e of the m o u n d . 14 of the pieces 
w e r e b u r n t . The f l ints f rom b e n e a t h the ba r row may be r e g a r d e d as a g roup of Mesoli thic 
d a t e as all the c lass i f iable p ieces with secondary working were microli ths; 16 c lus te red in a 
t ight g r o u p a round the f indspot of No. 71. The fl ints f rom the bar row mound are not 
d iagnos t i c in type; they may e i ther have been incorpora ted in tu rves or have been 
de l ibe ra te ly depos i t ed . 

Microliths 
68. Obl iquely b lun ted b lade , point b roken , sl ight re touch on oppos i te e d g e to b lunt ing . 

Soil b e n e a t h bar row in W . 
69. Broken b lade with s t e e p b lun t ing on one e d g e . Soil b e n e a t h bar row, N. 
70. Obl iquely b lun ted b lade , tip b roken . Soil b e n e a t h bar row. N. 
71. Small b lade with b lun t ed back. Soil b e n e a t h ba r row, N. 
72. Lower part of b lade with b lunted back. Soil b e n e a t h bar row, N. 

Pieces with retouch 
73. Blade with f ine , shallow re touch a long one e d g e , broken. Soil b e n e a t h bar row. S. 
74. F lake with worked notch, slight ut i l isat ion t r aces . Turf s tack, W. 

Utilised, pieces 
Twen ty one : f i f teen including 75-6 f rom soil b e n e a t h the bar row; th ree inc luding 77-8 

f r o m the turf s tack; one f rom the yellow clay; 79 80 f rom the soil a round the e d g e of the 
m o u n d . The i l lus t ra ted p ieces a re r ep re sen t a t i ve . 
75. Blade, heavy util isation a long one e d g e . Soil b e n e a t h bar row, N. 
76. Flake , par t ia l uti l isation t races a long one e d g e . Soil b e n e a t h bar row, S. 
77. F lake with uti l isation t races all a round c i r cumfe rence . Turf s tack, F.. 
78. Thick f lake with slight ut i l isat ion. I'urf s tack, E. 
79. F lake , ut i l ised a long one edge , o the r e d g e b a t t e r e d . Soil a round e d g e of m o u n d . S. 
80. Blade, ut i l isat ion a long one e d g e . Soil a round e d g e of m o u n d , F.. 

Unused flakes 
Five 

Chips 
Eleven 

Cores 

O n e core with a part ial s ingle p la t form f rom soil b e n e a t h the bar row, N. 

Stone 
81. Pebb le of mot t led brown and whi te qua r t z , broken: its su r face has a slight gloss, 

appa ren t ly f rom use as a r ubb ing s tone ; worn facet on surviving end ; found directly 
on a ke rbs tone and covered by tu rves in N. 

Wood 
Two b r a n c h e s placed on the sur face b e n e a t h the bar row. Dr S. Limbrey, then at the 

Ancient M o n u m e n t s Laboratory , D e p a r t m e n t of the Env i ronmen t , repor t s : 
The wood is to a large ex ten t rep laced by iron oxides , p robably in the form of a chemical 

complex with h u m u s s u b s t a n c e s . Traces of wood s t ruc tu re a re p re sen t , but insuff icient for 
ident i f ica t ion , and it is not possible to tell w h e t h e r they are of the original wood or of roots 
which have p e n e t r a t e d the wood and become fossi l ised in the s a m e way. Much of the carbon 
of the wood is now in a similar chemical form to that der ived f rom roots and to the h u m u s 
s u b s t a n c e s which have probably been leach ing down f rom the soil over the mound , and the 
p r e s e n c e of an iron complex would make e l iminat ion of h u m u s by alkali pre t r ea tment very 
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Ill Wa tch Hill: the u p p e r coffin, f rom the north ea s t . Photo: au thor 



IV Watch Hill: the lower coffin, from the sou th . Photo: au tho r . 

V Cae r loggas I: r ing bank enc losure in Phase 3 f rom the nor th eas t ; 
part of the centra l moor s tone is visible in the u p p e r left q u a d r a n t . 
Photo: au thor . 



VI Caer loggas I: the initial e n t r a n c e f r o m the exter ior (south west ) ; 
the r ang ing rod lies on the di tch causeway . Photo: au tho r . 

VII Cae r loggas I: s tone packing in the pit b e n e a t h the cent ra l moor-
s tone, f rom the nor th ea s t . Photo: au thor . 



IX Caer loggas I: d a g g e r f r a g m e n t s . Ca x 4. Photo: A M L a b . . DOE. 



X Caer loggas I: f rac tu re face of d a g g e r . Ca x 24. Photo: AMLab . , 
DOE. 

XI Caer loggas I: detail of groove sur face of d a g g e r . Ca x 130. Photo: 
AMLab . , DOE. 



XII Caer loggas I: X- rad iograph of s lag f r a g m e n t showing whi te spots due 
to metal l ic tin in g lassy ma t r ix . Ca x 4. Photo: AMLab . , DOE. 

XIII The ea r thwork nea r Res to rmel : aerial view. North is to the lef t . 
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Fig. 23 
Caerloggas III Flints (68-80) 2/3; Stone Tool(81) 1/3 

diff icul t . Separa t ion of mater ia l which could be g u a r a n t e e d to contain only the original 
ca rbon of the wood itself would be imposs ib le : the s a m p l e is the re fore not su i tab le for 
d a t i n g . ' 

DISCUSSION 
The bar row was cons t ruc ted of turf , kerb s tones and yellow clay in one con t inuous 

p rocess . Its p robab le ri tual focus, the small s t a n d i n g s tone , can only have been e rec t ed a 
shor t while before the m o u n d was cons t ruc ted as its turf packing would not have been 
du rab le . The only close c o m p a r a n d u m in size and position is the upr ight s late b e n e a t h 
Barrow A at Trevone , Pads tow (Buckley, 1972). More than half of this barrow had e r o d e d 
into the sea before excavat ion so that a cent ra l depos i t may have originally been p r e s e n t ; 
the slate was set well off cen t re . A s tone of s imilar size was s u p p o r t e d by a small h e a p of 
s tones within the r ing cairn p h a s e at T renance Downs (p. 52). The fallen ' t o t em ' , appa ren t l y 
a ca rbon ised post , b e n e a t h one of the m o u n d s wi thout bur ia ls on Davidstow Moor (Andrew. 
1946, 45) may ref lect the equiva len t pract ice in t imber . The close links be tween s t a n d i n g 
s tones and bar rows have been recently d e m o n s t r a t e d by the excavat ion of the Bedd 
Branwen m o u n d in Anglesey (Lynch, 1971, 57) w h e r e a s t a n d i n g s tone, 1 m high and 
probably very much ear l ie r in da te , had been used as a focus for the const ruct ion of the 
mound , and at Ys t rad -Hynod , Llanidloes, M o n t g o m e r y , whe re a s t and ing s tone was set 
immedia te ly ad jacen t to a cairn (ApSimon, 1973). 

The b r anches on the su r face benea th the bar row may be compared to those found in a 
s imilar context at Carvinack (Dudley. 1964, Fig . 1) and at Gloweth (Dudley, 1967. 7). both 
nea r Truro . This would a p p e a r to be a var iant of the w i d e s p r e a d pract ice of depos i t i ng 
charcoal in the a rea on which a bar row was to be bui l t . 

The kerb and yellow clay were a r r a n g e d to de f ine access to the m o u n d top f rom the sou th . 
The en t r ance so f o r m e d can only have been used occasional ly , as no ev idence for t r a m p l i n g 
or wear survived, and was covered over by the black soil a round the e d g e of the m o u n d . 
There a p p e a r s to be no o ther recorded example of an e n t r a n c e to the top of a barrow m o u n d 
but this could only be de t ec t ed where a m o u n d surv ived to its full original he ight . 
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Bar rows wi thout burials have been ident i f ied at the Liskey Barrow, Pe r ranzabu loe 
(Chr is t ie , 1960), at th ree s i tes on Davids tow Moor (Andrew, 1946). both in north Cornwall , 
a n d poss ib ly at Gloweth, Truro (Dudley, 1967). Several ba r rows d u g dur ing the n ine teen th 
c e n t u r y have no recorded bur ia ls but such ev idence cannot be r ega rded as def in i te , e .g. 
S t e p h e n s t o n e F a r m , Upton Pyne (Worth , 1880, 120) and at Thorve ton (Kirwan, 1869) both 
in Devon . The s t ruc tu re on T r e n a n c e Downs also lacked any ev idence for burial . 

C a e r l o g g a s III a p p e a r s to be the least complex s t ruc tu re of its size on record for the West 
Coun t ry , combin ing simplicity of ritual with s ingle period const ruct ion and the deposi t of 
very f ew ob jec t s . It was probably built a little a f te r the hil l top-sited Caer loggas I but pollen 
ana lys i s s u g g e s t s app rox ima te con temporane i ty with it and Watch Hill. 

Trenance Downs o 300 m 
St. Austell 

Higher Biscovillack 

Works 

waste tip 

Trenance 
Downs 

Fig 24 
Location of barrow on Trenance Downs Contours at 7. 5 m intervals 

TRENANCE DOWNS, ST AUSTELL 
(Figs. 24-26. PI. VIII) 

T h e bar row was s i tuated at 243 m OD on T r e n a n c e Dow ns (SW 99985461) 400 m south of 
the G r e e n s p l a t china clay works. It was r e f e r r ed to du r ing the excavat ions and in inter im 
accoun t s as ' G r e e n s p l a t ' ; site records and f inds a re m a r k e d GPI,. The barrow. No. 8 in the 
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Fig. 25 
Trenance Downs. Plan. Moorstone grounders shown in light outline 
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St Austel l check-l ist , was desc r ibed by Richard Thomas , who recorded a second m o u n d on 
t h e Downs 50 ft in d i ame te r , given as No. 9 in the check-list (Sheppard , 1972). Both ba r rows 
w e r e s c h e d u l e d as Ancient M o n u m e n t s by the D e p a r t m e n t of the Env i ronmen t but a 
s t r i ngen t sea rch of the Downs fai led to reveal the second, p r e s u m a b l y a l ready covered by e 
w a s t e t ip . The bar row was totally excava ted in q u a d r a n t s , ent i rely by hand . A contour 
su rvey is fi led with the records . 

The bar row m o u n d was about 20 m across and 0.6 m high with a slightly sunken cent re 
a n d covered with thick gor se , in contras t to the h e a t h e r and coarse g ra s s of the s u r r o u n d i n g 
m o o r l a n d . Several small i r regular d e p r e s s i o n s upon it we re accompan ied by slight m o u n d s 
of upcas t , and its u p p e r levels proved to have been much d i s tu rbed by roots and rabb i t s . 

The surface beneath the mound 
A n u m b e r of moors tones had p ro t ruded th rough the su r face , mainly b e n e a t h the west 

s ide of the m o u n d . Several s tones had been ex t rac ted and their sockets packed with black 
gr i t ty soil. The a rea b e n e a t h the cen t re was f r ee of s tones . The old soil had c o m p r e s s e d and 
was black, smooth and almost gr i t - f ree . Pa t ches of whi te clay, none more than 0.2 m across , 
w e r e laid on the old soil in SE and SW. A pit (d), 0.6 by 0.4 by 0.06 m deep , filled with brown 
soil and s tones , was sea led b e n e a t h the m o u n d in NE. 

The ring cairn 
T h e p r i m a r y s t ruc tu re was an oval r ing cairn of soil and s tones . The soil was homo 

g e n e o u s , brown-black and gr i t ty; the s tone , w e a t h e r e d g ran i t e with a few whi te qua r t z 
l u m p s , in p laces set in short l ines or small p i les . Pa r t s of the ou te r e d g e were badly de f ined 
a n d s ca t t e r s of s tones were found beyond it on the old g round su r face . The inner e d g e of the 
r ing w a s c a p p e d with pa t ches of clay, kaolinised g ran i t e , in p laces whi te or greyish r a the r 
t h a n yellow, concen t r a t ed in two main s p r e a d s , in NE and SW. This infilled i r regular i t ies in 
the top of the r ing which was appa ren t ly u n w e a t h e r e d before its depos i t ion . An e n t r a n c e 
1 m wide on the nor th eas t was de f ined on one s ide by an e d g i n g of s tones . Its o ther s ide was 
less de f in i t e bu t incorpora ted at its inner e n d a careful ly cons t ruc t ed cavity (a). This was 0.8 
by 0.5 by 0.2 m d e e p , filled with loose gri t ty black soil con ta in ing no a r te fac t s , and covered 
by a s ing le fairly level s lab . The rough cairn of s tones on its south side may have s u p p o r t e d 
a pos t . 

T h e oval a r ea enc losed by the r ing, 7 by 4 m, was sca t t e red with small s tones . Towards its 
nor th e d g e a smal l h e a p of s tones (b) had been w e d g e d a round a s tone 0.4 m long. This 
s tone was no longer vertical but its ang le and that of the s u r r o u n d i n g s tones s u g g e s t e d that 
ir h a d original ly been set up r igh t . A small pit (c) 0.75 by 0.25 by 0.20 m d e e p and a little 
sou th of t he cen t r e of the inter ior was p robab ly caused by the removal of a moors tone : it 
was fi l led with gri t ty black soil. 

The ring cairn infill 
The inter ior of the r ing cairn had been fil led with black gri t ty soil, da rke r and more s tony 

t h a n tha t u sed in the const ruct ion of the r ing. The soil s p r e a d over the r ing in places , 
p e r h a p s original ly cover ing it, and e x t e n d e d beyond it, p r e se rv ing the old g round su r face 
ou t s ide the r ing cairn. The inter ior of t he r ing may have been first filled to the d e p t h of 
0.1 m as a shor t line of s tones was set at this level. 

Later disturbances 
None of the visible dep re s s ions had caused any s ignif icant d a m a g e . A pit con ta in ing 

t h i r t e e n t h or f o u r t e e n t h cen tury pot tery had been d u g th rough the r ing cairn into the under -
lying subsoi l . 

THE FINDS (Fig. 27) 
F i n d s cons i s t ed of f l ints, s tone objec ts and whi te pebb le s . T h e r e was no dis t inct ive 

g r o u p i n g . The t e r m ' top of r ing cairn infill ' h a s been used for f inds f rom the 0.1 m b e n e a t h 
topsoil all over the site as the dis t inct ion b e t w e e n the top of the r ing cairn and its infill 
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was not a lways clear because of root d i s t u rbance . The major i ty of f inds came f rom the r ing 
cairn infill and the ' top of r ing cairn infi l l ' . 

Flint (Fig. 28) 
110 pieces were found , 11 of t h e m burnt and all appa ren t l y of pebb le flint (p. 18). 14 c a m e 

f r o m the sur face b e n e a t h the s t ruc tu re , 19 f rom the r ing cai rn , 49 f r o m the r ing cairn infill, 
26 f r o m the top of r ing cairn infill and 2 f rom the med ieva l d i s t u r b a n c e . The fl ints may have 
b e e n del ibera te ly depos i t ed or have been b rough t in with cons t ruc t ion mater ia l s . The micro-
li ths 87-91 and the broken pick or adze 102 may be Mesol i thic and res idual . 

Scrapers 
82. Rough end sc raper , heavily burn t , end b a t t e r e d . Ring cairn infill; SE. 
83. Rough end sc raper , cracks indicate a pebb le flint, e n d b a t t e r e d . Ring cairn infill, NE. 
84. Scraping e d g e of end sc rape r . Ring cairn infill, N W . 
85. Rough end sc raper , one e d g e heavily ut i l i sed. Top of r ing cairn infill. 

Knives 
86. Rough plano-convex knife , much u s e d . Sur face b e n e a t h s t ruc tu re , SE. 

Flake with facetted end 
A broken example f r o m the r ing cairn infill, SW. 

Microliths 
87. Crescen t , t r immed all round c i r cumference . Sur face b e n e a t h s t ruc tu re , SW. 
88. Obliquely b lun ted b lade , heavily ut i l ised. Ring cairn, N E . 
89. Point of b lade , s teeply b lun ted a long one e d g e a f t e r b r e a k a g e . Ring cairn infill, NE. 
90. Flake, obl iquely b lun ted , point miss ing . Ring cairn infill, N W . 
91. Blade, s teeply b lun ted a long both e d g e s , point miss ing . Top of r ing cairn infill, N W . 

Segmented blades 
One f rom the r ing cairn infill and a second f rom the top of the r ing cairn infill (see Nos . 

46-7 f rom Cae r loggas I). 

Retouched pieces 
Ten : one f r o m sur face b e n e a t h s t ruc ture , No. 92 f rom r ing cairn, four including 93-5 f r o m 

the r ing cairn infill and four including 96-8 f rom the top of the r ing cairn infill. 
92. Flake, one e d g e s teeply b lun ted , second e d g e less regular ly t r i m m e d . Ring cai rn , SE. 
93. Heavily pa t ina t ed f lake, t r immed on both e d g e s s u b s e q u e n t to pat inat ion. Ring cairn 

infill, SW. 
94. Blade, r e touched along one e d g e and t r aces of ut i l isat ion a long the o ther , b roken . 

Ring cairn infill, NE. 
95. I r regular f lake with f ine re touch a round most of c i r cumfe rence , point miss ing . Ring 

cairn infill, NE. 
96. Blade, r e touched a long both e d g e s a f t e r b r e a k a g e , but t careful ly t r i m m e d to knob . 

Top of r ing cairn infill, SE. 
97. Flake with worked notch, t races of uti l isation on oppos i te e d g e . Top of r ing cairn 

infill, NE. 
98. Thick f lake, short l ength of re touch, point ba t t e r ed . Top of r ing cairn infill, SE. 

Utilised pieces 
Thirty two: n ine inc luding 99-100 f rom su r f ace b e n e a t h s t ruc tu re , four f rom r ing cai rn , 

e leven f rom r ing cairn infill, e ight including 101 f r o m top of r ing cairn infill. 
99. Blade, heavily ut i l ised at one end . Sur face b e n e a t h ba r row, NE. 
100. Flake with t r aces of u se all a round c i r cumfe rence . Sur face b e n e a t h s t ruc ture , S W . 
101. Flake with heavy use t races on both e d g e s . Top of r ing cairn infill, SW. 

Adze or pick 
102. Butt e n d of rough cher t adze or pick. Ring cairn, SE. 



Fig. 28 
Trenance Downs. Flints (82-102) 2/ 3, stone objects (103-107) 1 3. 
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Unused pieces 
Sixteen. 

Chips 
Thirty e ight . 

Cores 
Rough , part ial s ingle p la t fo rm core f rom ring ca i rn . 

Stone (Fig. 28) 
103. W h e t s t o n e m a d e f r o m a sub- rec t angu la r p e b b l e of local f ine -g ra ined micaceous sand-

s tone; some s h a p i n g by g r ind ing on s ides , e d g e s and wider end ; smooth , worn face t s 
on both faces and s ides; shallow grooves on one su r f ace only, probably for s h a r p e n 
ing points . F rom infill of r ing cairn, SW. 

W h e t s t o n e s a re fairly f r e q u e n t f inds on Bronze Age ri tual s i tes and a n u m b e r have 
been found f r o m such contexts in Cornwall ( s u m m a r i s e d in Pa tche t t , 1950, 58). T h e s e 
r a n g e f rom p e b b l e s with t races of use as tha t f r o m O t t e r h a m barrow, North Cornwal l 
(Dudley, 1961, 76) to the finely worked and p e r f o r a t e d r ec t angu la r e x a m p l e s found 
with a collared urn at Sancreed near L a n d ' s E n d (Pa tche t t , 1944, 37). The grooves art-
para l le led in a Late Bronze Age context by those f r o m the s e t t l emen t site at Dean 
Moor on Dar tmoor (Fox, 1957, Fig. 23). 

104. F r a g m e n t of local s la te , der ived f rom the m e t a m o r p h i c m a n t l e which once covered 
the g ran i t e , ch ipped into a rough s q u a r e . Ring cairn infill, SW. 

105. As 104 but f r o m SE. 
106. As 104 but f r o m top of r ing cairn infill, SE. 
107. Ch ipped disc of local s la te . Top of r ing cairn infill, SE. T h e s e ch ipped s la te s h a p e s 

compare closely with the g roup f rom Tregu l l and , Nor th Cornwall , t h ree discs , one 
oval and one s q u a r e s h a p e (Ashbee , 1958, Fig . 7) and to the two discs f r o m the 
Carvinack ba r row near Truro (Dudley, 1964, 432). They a re too small to be r e g a r d e d 
as 'pot l ids ' and may p e r h a p s be i n t e r p r e t e d as ob jec t s m a d e specially for r i tual 
deposi t ion, possibly a local t radi t ion d e p e n d e n t on the p r e s e n c e of soft s late or sha le . 

W h i t e pebb le s 
17 small white quar tz wa te rworn pebb les w e r e found , one f r o m the su r face b e n e a t h the 

s t ruc tu re , two f rom the r ing cairn, twelve f r o m the r ing cairn infill and two f rom the top of 
t he r ing cairn infill. 

Quar tz crystals 
6 were recorded f r o m the site, none with any s igns of wea r . 

DISCUSSION 
The s t ruc tu re on T r e n a n c e Downs is i n t e r p r e t e d as a r ing cairn, subsequen t ly infil led to 

p roduce a barrow-l ike m o u n d . The mos t c o m p a r a b l e r ing ca i rns in South Wes t E n g l a n d 
have their cen t r e s similarly infil led, (c.f. Cocksbar row, p. 58). The Tregu l l and bar row, 
Treneg los (Ashbee , 1958) was a r ing cairn in its p r imary p h a s e , h igher and more careful ly 
cons t ruc ted than T renance Downs; it was s u b s e q u e n t l y infilled to form a leve l - topped 
m o u n d . The cairn at H ighe r Draynes , St Neot (Wainwr igh t , 1965) may have been left open 
for a while as a r ing cairn. A centra l space was enc losed by a b road cairn ring reve t t ed on 
the inner s ide by a con t inuous line of o r thos ta t s , in the m a n n e r of some Welsh and Scott ish 
r ing cairn s i tes and the s tones infilling the cent ra l space w e r e smal ler in size than those 
used in the cairn r ing, s u g g e s t i n g a t ime interval be fo re the i r deposi t ion . Infilled r ing ca i rns 
a re known f r o m Wales , for example Pond cai rn , G l a m o r g a n (Fox, 1937) and M y n y d d 
Epynt , Brecon (Dunning , 1943). 

Cocksbar row and Tregu l l and included c remat ion bur ia ls wi thin their centra l spaces , and 
Highe r Draynes a p robab le inhumat ion . The major i ty of excava ted Wel sh s i tes (Lynch. 
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1972, 72-3) a p p e a r to have enc losed bur ia ls , even if only token. Those at Pena rd Burch nea r 
S w a n s e a and C e f n Caer Euni II, Mer ione th did not . T h e r e is no ev idence for any burial at 
T r e n a n c e Downs (a l though p h o s p h a t e t e s t s were not carr ied out) . The small cairn suppor t -
ing an up r igh t should p robab ly be r e g a r d e d as the ritual focus of the si te. The cairn may 
have covered s o m e token deposi t of which no recogn isab le t race survived, or the upr ight 
s tone m a y have b e e n of s ignif icance in i tself . No similar se t t ing is recorded in the l i te ra ture 
on r ing ca i rns . 

The s t r u c t u r e cannot be d a t e d closely; the only dist inct ive a r te fac t recovered , the whet-
s tone 103, could be of any da te f rom the Beaker per iod onward . Palynological ev idence 
s u g g e s t s that it was cons t ruc ted at a t ime w h e n the s u r r o u n d i n g countrys ide had p r o g r e s s e d 
f u r t h e r t o w a r d s an open l andscape than when the o ther s i tes were built . The s t ruc tu re may 
be also subject ively cons idered late or devolved as it lacks de f ined s t ructura l de ta i l s or good 
s tone se t t i ngs and included much less yellow clay than the o ther s i tes . It may thus have 
b e e n cons t ruc t ed in the Middle or even in the Late Bronze Age . 

COCKSBARROW, ST MEWAN 

(Fig. 29) 

Cocksba r row SW 98505630 was the f irst s i te on the St Austel l g ran i t e to be excava ted by 
the au tho r , in 1970, and has a l ready been pub l i shed (Miles, 1971). Exper ience ga ined in 
s u b s e q u e n t excava t ions s u g g e s t s that some of its f e a t u r e s should be r e - in t e rp re t ed . 

T h e p r i m a r y s t ruc tu re was a cairn r ing suppo r t i ng a doub le circle of at least 87 pos t s set 
in p i t s , with an addi t ional t h ree (a) - (c) ins ide the r ing. Re-examina t ion of the site records 
s u g g e s t s tha t f u r t h e r pos t s may have been set a m o n g the s tones of the cairn r ing without 
pos t holes , as in the first p h a s e at Cae r loggas I. Post pi ts only are shown in black on the plan 
(no c lear post p ipes survived); the a r r a n g e m e n t of s tones should allow r e a d e r s to a s s e s s the 
probabi l i ty of o the r posts . An en t r ance to the sou th eas t was f loored with yellow clay on 
which a f ire h a d been lit; it is p robab le that addi t ional pos t s s tood in the s t re tch of cairn 
r ing to its nor th where no post pits occur red . In the excavat ion repor t the post holes were 
a s s u m e d to fo rm a s e p a r a t e p h a s e p r e d a t i n g the cairn r ing, part ly because six, (e) (f) (h) 
(j) (k) (1) w e r e sea led by s tones in the r ing and two (d) (g) by pa t ches of yellow clay laid on 
the g r o u n d su r f ace b e n e a t h it, and part ly b e c a u s e of the t radi t ional a s sumpt ion that post 
r i ngs a n d cairn r ings were d i f fe ren t in type . S tones in the cairn r ing c lus te red closely a round 
and par t ia l ly over post pi ts , s o m e t i m e s diff icult to s e p a r a t e f r o m packing s tones . If the cairn 
r ing h a d b e e n cons t ruc ted a round the pos ts , and t h e s e were s u b s e q u e n t l y wi thdrawn, as is 
p r o b a b l e , the post pits sea led by s tones can be accoun ted for by col lapsed packing s tones . 
Al te rna t ive ly the sea led post pits may be long to an initial p h a s e with (d) and (g), which 
def in i te ly p r e d a t e d the r ing. 

The ou te r ca i rn r ing suppor t i ng the pos t s incorpora ted a n u m b e r of tu rves . The inner 
ca i rn r ing cons i s ted of a s ingle line of s tones l ean ing aga ins t a backing two or th ree tu rves 
thick. It is p robab l e that t h e s e backing tu rves were the e d g e of a layer cont inuous with those 
in the ou t e r cairn r ing. The pr imary s t ruc tu re at Cocksbar row would then have been a low 
r ing cai rn d e f i n e d by the inner and ou te r cairn r ings. Its cent ra l a rea would have been 
a p p r o a c h e d t h r o u g h the outer cairn r ing en t r ance , up and over the turf layer and then down 
t h r o u g h the en t r ance , to the inner r ing. The addi t ional s tones nor th of the outer en t r ance 
f o r m i n g a blocking be tween the r ings indicate that this approach was clockwise. 

T h e t h r e e pi ts (x), (y) and (z) were sea led by tu rves and probably p r e d a t e d the r ing cairn, 
(x) was f i l led with a mixture of f ine black soil and rab s u r r o u n d i n g a s ingle gran i te s lab set at 
a s t e e p ang le , (y) had a similar fill but no slab, (z) was packed with small blocks of white 
qua r t z in black soil. 

The only burial was a c remat ion depos i t ed in a s lab- l ined pit a lmost exactly centra l to the 
r ing ca i rn . The c remat ion r e p r e s e n t e d only part of one individual , who could not be aged or 
s exed , and w a s accompan ied by a horn ladle . The upcas t f rom the pit, to its south eas t , was 
f r e s h and u n w e a t h e r e d w h e n the turf stack was cons t ruc ted over it. The burial t he re fo re 



Fig. 29 
Cocksbarrow. Revised plan. 
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a p p e a r s to have immedia te ly p r e d a t e d the addi t ion of the bar row m o u n d of tu rves and 
yellow clay, kaolinised g ran i te . The su r f ace of the yellow clay was eve rywhere clearly 
d e f i n e d , with a slight iron pan in places, and had probably been left uncovered for some 
t ime . It was m a s k e d by a black, slightly gri t ty soil surviving up to 0.1 m thick benea th the 
topsoil over mos t of the bar row. 

In addi t ion to the horn ladle, twenty-one f l ints were recovered , mainly f rom the turf stack, 
and , with the except ion of a s ingle microli th, fo rm an accep tab le Bronze Age g roup . The re 
w e r e also two whi te quar tz p e b b l e s . 

Cocksba r row p roduced no mater ia l for r ad ioca rbon de t e rmina t i ons and no closely da t ab le 
a r t e f ac t s . Pollen analysis (p. 65) s u g g e s t s that it may have been the earl iest of the excava ted 
St Austel l ba r rows . 

POLLEN by Justine Bayley, M.Sc. 

Introduction 
All s a m p l e s were taken f rom c leaned sec t ions d u g th rough the bur ied land su r face below 

the ba r row conce rned . The s a m p l e s were t aken at 2 cm (and occasionally 1 cm) vertical 
in te rva ls . The me thod of p repara t ion is essent ia l ly that desc r ibed by Dimbleby (1961). The 
p r e p a r a t i o n was carr ied out quant i ta t ive ly so that absolu te pollen f r equenc i e s (APF) could 
be ca lcu la ted in addi t ion to the relat ive f r e q u e n c i e s of the d i f fe ren t spec ies p r e s e n t . All the 
pol len d i a g r a m s are double ba r r ed , that to the left r e p r e s e n t i n g absolu te pollen f r e q u e n c i e s 
(in g ra ins per g r a m m e of dry soil), and that to the right relat ive f r equenc i e s e x p r e s s e d as a 
p e r c e n t a g e of the total count of pollen and fe rn spo re s . 

The pollen g ra ins ident i f ied as Calluna are a mix tu re of Calluna vulgaris and Erica 
tetralix, the two spec ies be ing too similar to be readily d i s t ingu i shed . The dist inct ion is not 
ecologically impor tan t as both species a re charac ter i s t ic of the s a m e condi t ions. Those 
ident i f ied as misce l laneous Er icaceae are of the s a m e type as Vaccinium myrtilis which at 
p r e s e n t g rows on the u n d i s t u r b e d g round round the si te at Cae r loggas . Rosaceae includes 
some woody spec ies , e .g . Prunus, Sorbus, as well as many he rbaceous species . Much of the 
pol len was heavily corroded which increased the diff icul t ies of ident i f icat ion. This probably 
a d d e d to the real d i f ferent ia l des t ruc t ion a recogni t ion factor as some spec ies (e .g . Alnus 
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and Liguliflorae a re still readily ident i f iable w h e n o ther less character is t ic species (e .g . 
Quercus) a re a l ready be ing overlooked. 

Long prof i les were s amp led for the m o d e r n land su r face and all the ba r rows except 
Cae r loggas I. Count ing s topped when the p e r c e n t a g e of spores began to rise swiftly and the 
absolu te pollen f r equency d ropped to very low levels. T h e s e two fac tors taken toge the r 
indicate that the level has been reached w h e r e d i f fe ren t ia l des t ruc t ion is p laying a ma jo r 
par t in d e t e r m i n i n g the f r equency of the d i f f e ren t spec ies recorded so the counts a re no 
longer r ep resen ta t ive of the gene ra l vege ta t ion . 

At Caer loggas profi les were sampled th rough the bur ied land su r f aces u n d e r ba r rows I 
and III. Only a small part of barrow II r e m a i n e d , no bur ied land su r face was visible so no 
s a m p l e s were taken . A s a m p l e was also taken f rom the bur ied land sur face u n d e r a l inear 
bank across the top of the moor thought to be of medieva l da t e . For compara t ive p u r p o s e s a 
f u r t h e r profi le , f rom the p resen t relatively u n d i s t u r b e d land su r face was also t aken . 

At Watch Hill a n d T r e n a n c e Downs a s ingle prof i le was s a m p l e d th rough the bur ied land 
su r face u n d e r the bar row. 

The pollen record does not reach as far down as the iron pan in the soil. At Cae r loggas 
Barrow III, whe re the iron pan was only 21 cm below the bur ied land su r face , the pollen 
count was cont inued below the iron pan to see if any concen t ra t ion of pollen occurred at that 
level It did not . 

English equivalents of botanical names 

T R E E S 
Alnus 
Fagus 
Prunustype 

Sorbus 
Tilia 
Retula 
Pin us 
Quercus 
Ulrnus 
Corylus avellana 

F E R N S 
Poly podium 
Dryopteris 
Pteridium 

Alder 
Beech 
e .g . Blackthorn, 

Wild Cherry 
e .g . Rowan 
Lime 
Birch 
Pine 
Oak 
Elm 
Hazel 

Polypody 
Male Fern 
Bracken 

O T H E R PLANTS 
lledera 
Cramineae 
Ericaceae 

Calluna vulgaris 
Erica tetralix 
Vaccinium myrtilis 

I.iguliflorae ] 
Tubuliflorae J 

Rubiaceae 
Chenopodiaceae 
Plantago lanceolata 
PlatUago coronopus 
Plantago major 
Umbelliferae 
Rosaceae 
Ranunculaceae 
Caryophyllaceae 
Succisa 
Ru mex 
Cyperaceae 

Ivy 
Gras s family 
H e a t h e r family 
Ling 
Cross- leaved hea th 
Bilberry, W h o r t l e b e r r y 
Compos i t ae family 

Dandel ion types 
'Daisy ' types 

M a d d e r family 
Goosefoot , etc. 
Ribwort Planta in 
Bucks -horn Planta in 
Grea t Planta in 
Pars ley family 
Rose family 
Bu t t e rcup family 
Pink family 
Devi l ' s bit Scabious 
Dock 

Rush family 

Caerloggas III (Fig. 30) 
The profi le was s amp led 4 m f rom the cen t re of t he ba r row. The floor of the bar row w a s 

clearly ident i f ied by the dark humic layer of the bur ied tu r f . Its posit ion is conf i rmed by the 
high abso lu te pollen counts at this level (0-2 cm Fig. 30). The s t eady d rop in abso lu te pol len 
f r equency go ing down the profi le indicates that the soil is u n d i s t u r b e d . 

The dominan t spec ies at the t ime of the cons t ruc t ion of the bar row were Corylus and 
G r a m i n e a e . P resen t in smal ler quant i t i es were Quercus and Alnus as well as weeds of the 
Compos i t ae family . This mix ture of species with p l an t s of t he fores t , forest marg in and open 
land all r e p r e s e n t e d implies a mosaic of vege ta t ion with p a t c h e s of woodland surviv ing in a 
matr ix of mixed sc rub and open land. The bar row was probably built in a c lear ing as the t ree 
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pollen would find its way into ne ighbour ing open a reas far more readily than herbaceous 
pollen would be carried into a wood. The floristic composition is remarkably similar all 
down the profile. This implies ei ther an ecologically s table flora or a short t ime span covered 
by the pollen record. A sample taken f rom the sur face of one of the turves that made up the 
barrow mound was found to have an almost identical pollen profile to that of the bur ied 
land sur face . This indicates that it came f rom an area where the vegetat ion was the same, 
most probably the area immediately around the barrow. 

Caer loggas I (Fig. 31) 
The r ing banked enclosure had been built on a sur face f rom which many moors tones 

p ro t ruded which m a d e the location of a bur ied land surface far more difficult than for 
Barrow III. Only a short profile was sampled because of this difficulty. The vegetat ional 
picture is similar to that f rom Barrow III showing a mixture of species of woodland and open 
habi ta t s . The 0-2 cm measur ing upwards sample does not represen t the buried land surface 
desp i te its high absolute pollen f requency , but comes f rom the mound . The buried land 
sur face is r ep resen ted by the 0 1 cm sample . The absolute pollen f requency does not drop 
off evenly down the profile which indicates a d i s tu rbed soil. Taken in conjunction with the 

Caerloggas I 
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Fig. 31 
Caerloggas I. Pollen analysis. 

Caerloggas—present land surface 
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Fig. 32 
Caerloggas. Pollen analysis of the present land surface. 



high counts of ' w e e d ' pol len (up to 10% Compos i t ae ) th is is indicative of cultivation on that 
spot some t ime prior to the const ruct ion of the bar row. Calluna is a la tecomer in the veg-
eta t ion — p e r h a p s coming in as the land was a b a n d o n e d a f te r the agr icul tura l p h a s e . 
S immons (1964b, 38) ha s found the s a m e effect on Dar tmoor . 

The present land surface at Caerloggas (Fig. 32) 
To provide a compar i son with the ana lyses f r o m the ba r rows a profi le was s amp led and 

pollen ana lyses m a d e f rom the m o d e r n land su r face . The s a m p l e s were taken at an 
appa ren t ly u n d i s t u r b e d spot a few h u n d r e d ya rds eas t of the bar row group . 

The p re sen t vege ta t ion is h e a t h e r moor land with Calluna vulgaris, Erica tetralix and 
var ious Gramineae as the dominant spec ies . Also p resen t are Vaccinium myrlilis, I'lex 
europaeus, Potentilla erecta and Polygala vulgaris. This is re f lec ted in the top few s a m p l e s 
w h e r e the Er icaceae and Gramineae are clearly dominan t with e r icaceous pollen r each ing 
near ly 70% of the total in one s ample . 

The discont inui t ies , e . g . that at 4 cm, may be d u e to b u r n i n g of raw h u m u s leaving a g a p 
in the pollen record . (See Soils p .67) Below 6 cm the profi le closely m a t c h e s those f r o m 
u n d e r the ba r rows with Corylus and G r a m i n e a e d o m i n a n t and Alnus, Quercus and m a n y 
h e r b s also p r e sen t . 

The vege ta t ion c h a n g e s since Bronze Age t imes can the re fo re be seen as a cont inuat ion 
of the fores t c learance with t r ee s and sc rub giving way to open land. The Er icaceae b e c a m e 
dominan t but the rat io of G r a m i n e a e to Er icaceae var ies , probably mir ror ing the c h a n g e s in 
the g raz ing p r e s s u r e on the land (Tansley, 1939, 130 and Penn ing ton , 1969, 111). 

A n u m b e r of low linear banks run across the top of the St Austel l g ran i t e . One nea r the 
Cae r loggas bar row g roup was sect ioned and a pol len analys is m a d e of a s ample f rom the 
bur ied land su r face . This is d r awn out below the profi le f rom the mode rn land su r face on 
the d i a g r a m in Fig. 32. The pollen s p e c t r u m is very s imilar to that of the 2-4 cm s a m p l e in 
the m o d e r n land sur face profi le , which would a g r e e with the medieval da t e pos tu la ted for 
t hese l inear banks . 

Watch Hill (Fig. 33) 
The s a m p l e s were taken at a point towards the e d g e of t he m o u n d , covered by about 1 m 

of ba r row levels. The bur ied land sur face was clearly visible in the sect ion but does not show-
u p very clearly in the pol len prof i le . As at C a e r l o g g a s the pol len profile shows a mix tu re of 
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Fig. 33 
Watch Hill. Pollen analysis. 
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Trenance Downs 
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Fig. 34 
Trenance Doums. Pollen analysis 

f o r e s t , fo res t m a r g i n and open land spec ie s ind ica t ing , as be fo re , a mosaic of vege ta t ion 
t y p e s . Calluna can be seen as a late addi t ion to the vege t a t i on . 

T r e n a n c e D o w n s (F ig . 34) 
Th is low ba r row, s t a n d i n g only abou t 0 .5 m h igh was s a m p l e d abou t 5 m f ro m the cen t r e . 

As b e f o r e t h e pol len s p e c t r u m shows a var ie ty of spec ies with the G r a m i n e a e and h e r b s ' 
espec ia l ly well r e p r e s e n t e d . Corylus, Alnus and Quercus a re less well r e p r e s e n t e d t h a n at 
t h e o t h e r s i tes except for the bo t tom two s a m p l e s , imply ing tha t this ba r row is la ter in d a t e 
t h a n the o t h e r s , t h e p rog re s s ion t owards o p e n land b e i n g f u r t h e r a d v a n c e d . 

NTP 
W 

c r a i T 
1 111 1 

Mb M 
1 

C 1 III I 1 1 

Z P 

I 
c m W T 
i in i 

M 
|| 

TP+C 1 III 1 II 

NTP 
C I W 

II 
T 
1 

M Mb 
1 

TP 1 II 1 1 

t ime 

Fig. 35 
Logarithmic representation of proportions of tree pollen ( TP) Corylus avellana pollen (C) 

and other pollen and spores (NTP) (arbitrarily aligned on the first value). 
C = Cocksbarrow, W = Watch Hill, I = Caerloggas I, III = Caerloggas III. 

T = Trenance Downs, M = Present land surface, Mb = Medieval boundary 
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Cocksbarrow 
A sample f rom the turf line bur ied b e n e a t h the ba r row was ana lysed by Dimbleby and is 

a l ready pub l i shed (Miles, 1971, 26-7). 

Discussion 
The four ba r rows for which detai led pollen ana lyses a re given in this report and Cocks-

bar row fo rm a g r o u p on the high points of the St Austel l g ran i t e m a s s . 
The g e o g r a p h y , pedology and geology of all t he s i tes a re very similar and so direct 

compar i sons can be m a d e be tween t h e m . For t h e s e r e a s o n s the s i tes can be put in a 
chronological o rder b a s e d on the vege ta t iona l c h a n g e s evident in the pollen ana lyses . 

Over the country as a whole m a n gradua l ly c h a n g e d the vege ta t ion f rom fores t to hazel 
sc rub to open land. The vegeta t iona l c h a n g e s would have b e e n in a mosaic with c lea r ings 
a p p e a r i n g in the fores t and e x p a n d i n g until f inally only a few p a t c h e s of woodland were left 
in an o therwise open env i ronmen t . D imbleby (1954) u ses th ree rat ios in an a t t e m p t to 
quan t i fy this c h a n g e . The absolu te va lues of t he rat ios are not s ignif icant in t hemse lve s , 
but their va lues , when compared with those f r o m o ther s i tes in the s a m e a rea , can be u s e d 
to a r r ange the s i tes in relat ive chronological o rde r . 

The total pol len count (2l P) is m a d e u p of pol len f r o m t rees typical of high fores t (TP), 
pollen of Corylus avellana (C) and pollen of all o the r p l an t s and fe rn spores (NTP). The t h r e e 
rat ios used a re : 

NTP 
~Y~p A m e a s u r e of the r ep lacemen t of high fores t by open land. 

i -P 
.j p + £ A m e a s u r e of the p r e d o m i n a n c e of woody spec ies in the vege ta t ion . 
NTP A m e a s u r e of the r ep lacemen t of hazel by non-woody spec ies . 

C A m e a s u r e of the sp r ead of open land . 
All the rat ios increase as the vegeta t ion b e c o m e s more open in charac te r . 

The resul t s are given below in tabular form and have been plot ted on a logar i thmic scale 
to sp read out the Bronze Age samples in Fig. 35. 

Site N T P % 
v p 

* * % 
Symbol in 

TP T P + C C D i a g r a m 

Caer loggas III 539 278 266 III 
Cae r loggas I 532 282 275 I 
Cae r loggas M o d e r n 3025 1820 4033 M 
Medieva l Boundary 4050 1850 3037 M b 
Watch Hill 539 284 273 W 
Trenance Downs 807 357 376 T 
Cocksbarrow 397 254 242 C 

It can be seen that the s amples fall in the s a m e order for each ratio: first Cocksbar row. 
then a g r o u p of th ree , Caer loggas I and III and W a t c h Hill, t hen T renance Downs and finally 
the medieval and m o d e r n samples . No g rea t weight should be a t t ached to the abso lu te 
va lues of t hese last two as the counts of t ree pollen and Corylus on which they are b a s e d a re 
really too low to be statist ically s igni f icant . It is suff ic ient to say that they both r e p r e s e n t 
condi t ions far less wooded than any of the ba r row s a m p l e s . The g r o u p of th ree cannot be 
placed in a rel iable chronological order f rom the pollen ana lyses . This is because the ra t ios 
quo t ed have e r ro r s a t t ached to t hem which ar ise f r o m the s ampl ing and count ing p rocesses . 
These e r ro r s would be min imised if far l a rger s a m p l e s were coun ted , but even then the 
resu l t s migh t not show a consis tent o rder for t he s i tes , as they are very s imilar . 

The deple t ion of the fores t did not p roceed at a cons tan t ra te so d i s t ances on Fig. 35 
should not be in t e rp re t ed as be ing s imply re la ted to t ime . Probably the hill tops were 
c leared f irs t , hence the high pe rcen t ages of non- t ree pollen and Corylus at the bar row s i tes . 



while the lower s lopes and the valleys r e m a i n e d wooded until much later , providing the 
t r e e pollen still p r e sen t in the pollen rain. 

The va lues of t he rat io N T P / T P all fall well above those ob ta ined for fores t . Dimblebv 
(1962, 25) q u o t e s va lues of 4 0 % for high fores t , 100% for more open woodland and up to 
1700% for open land. The r ange of va lues here is 400-800% for Bronze Age s a m p l e s r is ing 
to 4 0 0 0 % for t he later ones . This indicates that even the ear l ies t p h a s e recorded he re was 
one w h e r e the fores t was a l ready well on the way to total des t ruc t ion . The lack of pollen 
f r o m the fores t p h a s e can be readily accounted for by soil c h a n g e s . Clayden and Manley 
(1964) work ing on Dar tmoor sugges t that the soils on the g r an i t e were originally Brown 
E a r t h s . T h e s e have d e g e n e r a t e d into the podzols p r e s e r v e d u n d e r the bar rows and which 
also fo rm the p r e s e n t day soils. In their original s t a te they would not have been suff iciently 
acid to p r e s e r v e pollen, hence the lack of record f r o m this per iod . 

T h e p r e s e n c e of Fagus at Cae r loggas III and Watch Hill is somewha t unexpec t ed . It is 
genera l ly t hough t to be found only in south and eas t E n g l a n d . However S immons (1964a) 
has found it on Dar tmoor f rom mid zone Yllb onwards , which s u g g e s t s the Early to Midd le 
Bronze Age t rans i t ion as the earl iest likely d a t e for t hese two ba r rows . 

It ha s t hus b e e n possible to const ruct a chronology for the bar row g roup based on the 
c h a n g i n g propor t ions of t ree and non- t ree pol len. This pu t s Cocksbarrow as the ear l ies t , 
fol lowed by Cae r loggas I and III and Watch Hill which were vegeta t ional ly too similar to be 
s e p a r a t e d , and finally T renance Downs as the latest of the g roup . All the bar rows demon 
s t r a t e d the mosaic of woods and open land which succeeded the high forest and in its turn 
gave way to even more open condit ions which still exist today. 

A n u m b e r of o ther Bronze Age bar row si tes in Cornwall have a l ready provided pollen 
ana ly se s ; they a re Cr ig-a -Mennis on the Killas nea r Liskey and a g r o u p of three , O t t e r h a m . 
Wilsey Down and Tregul land to the nor th of Bodmin Moor on the Upper Culm. Dimbleby 
(1963) provides a s u m m a r y and discuss ion of t he resu l t s . The bur ied land su r faces f rom 
t h e s e s i tes show very similar profi les to those found b e n e a t h the ba r rows on the St Austell 
g r an i t e , which a g r e e with the genera l p ic ture of Bronze Age fores t c learance in the British 
Is les . 

SOILS 
by S .J . S ta ines , M.Sc. 

T h e soils b e n e a t h the bar rows examined (Caer loggas , T renance Downs, Watch Hill and 
Cocksba r row) showed very similar f e a t u r e s . All occur in s imilar l andscape posi t ions on the 
c res t s of r idges or on hill tops on the St Austel l g ran i t e . 

T h e soils a re deve loped in ear thy , gravelly grani t ic head , that is in places part ial lv kaolin 
i sed . The s e q u e n c e of horizons deve loped b e n e a t h the ba r rows is very similar to that of 
soils be long ing to the Hexwor thy ser ies (Clayden and Manley , 1964) which have been 
m a p p e d extens ive ly by the Soil Survey over the g ran i t e moors of Devon and Cornwal l . The 
Hexwor thy se r i es have modera te ly coarse t ex tu re s and a re charac te r i sed by the p r e sence of 
a thin ha rd i ronpan at about 45 cm below the su r face . This is normally overlain by a g rey ish 
(b leached) s u b s u r f a c e horizon which is itself overlain by 20-30 cm of g reasy pea t . A b r i g h t h 
co loured , f r iab le horizon below the pan p a s s e s rapidly into compac t ear thy head . 

The prof i les b e n e a t h the bar rows are broadly s imilar to the p resen t day soils except that 
s u r f a c e peat hor izons are thin or absen t and i ronpans may be less coheren t . An abb rev i a t ed 
desc r ip t ion of a profile b e n e a t h the cen t re of the bar row at Watch Hill is given below. 
T h e profi le descr ip t ion beg ins at the old land su r face . 
Dep th 

0 4 Black highly h u m o s e sandy silt loam. 
4 18 Greyish brown sandy silt loam, b leached g ran i t e f r a g m e n t s are p re sen t . 
18-30 Dark brown sandy silt loam with rusty mot t l ing and veining, indicat ing periodic 

w e t n e s s . 



at 30 Thin, ha rd undu la t ing i ronpan, i m p e d i n g root pene t r a t ion . 
30-65 Yellowish brown sandy silt loam. 
65 + Ext remely s tony, compact gravelly grani t ic head , kaolinised in p laces . 

The soil b e n e a t h the bank at Cae r loggas had a similar a r r a n g e m e n t of horizons and a 
much thicker pea t sur face horizon, while the ' m o d e r n soil ' within the field sys tem a round 
the ba r rows had much th inner sur face hor izons . This s u g g e s t s that p loughing , possibly of 
Mediaeva l da te , has resu l ted in oxidation of thick su r face organic horizons (c.f. discon-
t inuity in pollen d i ag ram, p. 63). 

The Hexwor thy ser ies at p resen t occurs mainly b e n e a t h the h e a t h e r moor , but pol len 
analysis of a n u m b e r of soil profi les on Dar tmoor (Sta ines , 1973) has revea led a vege ta t iona l 
history similar to that found benea th these ba r rows (see Pollen, p . 66). Pollen spec t ra that 
may be taken to indicate oak woodland below the i ronpan give way to spec t ra indica t ing 
m o r e open condi t ions with scrub and open g r a s s l a n d . Pollen within the relatively thick 
pea ty su r face horizons is domina ted by e r i caceous spec ies . This may be i n t e rp re t ed as 
fores t c learance with later deve lopment of h e a t h e r moor land . The ev idence f rom Dar tmoor 
a n d o ther a r eas s u g g e s t s that fores t c lea rance of up land a reas had b e g u n du r ing the Neo-
lithic and cont inued apace dur ing the Bronze Age. It s e e m s likely tha t , on Dar tmoor at least 
the sp r ead of hea the r moor can be assoc ia ted with w o r s e n i n g soil and climatic condi t ions 
du r ing the Iron Age, or at least before the Medieva l pe r iod . Micromorphological ev idence 
f r o m Hexwor thy soils points to the p r e s e n c e of b rown e a r t h s b e n e a t h the oak fores t , i .e . 
b rown coloured soils with no i ronpans or pea ty su r face hor izons . Pan format ion s e e m s 
t he r e fo re to be re la ted to fores t c lea rance . The sp r ead of g r a s s l a n d may have led to 
inc reased leaching and acidification. Acid su r face h u m u s fo rms thus p roduced could have 
led to the mobil isat ion of iron c o m p o u n d s and the i r deposi t ion lower in the profile as a p a n . 
Peat format ion and the sp r ead of h e a t h e r moor may be re la ted to worsen ing climatic con-
di t ions at about 500 BC. These p rocesses a p p e a r to be fairly comple te at most bar row s i tes , 
with the except ion of peat su r face hor izons , and indica te that open condi t ions and acid soils 
were p resen t for some t ime prior to bar row cons t ruc t ion . 

A NOTE ON THE STATE OF PRESERVATION 
by L. Biek, Ancient Monuments Laboratory 

Data a re spa r se f rom these s i tes , as f rom most o thers , as no specific ser ies of s a m p l e s 
were taken to s tudy factors respons ib le for p re se rva t ion . Neve r the l e s s and especially in 
view of the r emarkab l e s ta te of the d a g g e r f r a g m e n t s (p. 36) - it s e e m e d worth while 
o rde r ing and collating the f indings into one Tab le (Copies avai lable on r eques t f rom the 
Ancient M o n u m e n t s Laboratory) , if only to p r o d u c e an i n t eg ra t ed p ic ture in which a sea rch 
for some gene ra l pa t t e rn migh t be m a d e . Relevant paral le ls in the Labora to ry ' s expe r i ence 
a re quo ted but a thorough s tudy of the l i t e ra ture r e m a i n s to be done; even so, the prel im 
inary conclusions have some value in the i r w ide r appl icat ion to o ther similar s i tes in 
Cornwal l and Devon, and possibly also in W a l e s . 

As the pollen and soil repor t s show (pp. 60-67) all five s i tes were found to have a gene ra l 
mic ro-env i ronment in common . Cer ta in direct compar i sons can t he r e fo re be m a d e for s t a t e s 
of p rese rva t ion much as for the pollen ev idence not only within s i tes but also across t h e m . In 
this context , t ime d i f f e rences be tween si tes a r e as always less s ignif icant than localised 
d i f f e r ences in d r a inage and s t ra t i f icat ion. 

The bare essen t ia l s of this comple te table have been c o n d e n s e d into Table 1. Genera l ly 
the p rese rva t ion of pollen s t ruc tu re (i.e. walls e m p t y of original con ten t s ) in these c i rcum 
s t ances impl ies a cont inuously acid soil of abou t pH 5 or less — no actual pH f igu res a re 
avai lable h e r e — and this is borne out by the examina t ion of the soil prof i les and the 
absence of insect r ema ins (p. 42). In similarly gene ra l t e r m s one might expect m o u n d 
in ter iors to have had a fairly stat ic and s tab le wa te r r eg ime for most of the t ime since the i r 
cons t ruc t ion . In wel l -dra ined acid soils it is theoret ical ly poss ib le for any p h o s p h a t e s to be 
totally r emoved within a relatively short t ime (e .g . S t ephenson , 1958). With in a more 
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r e s t r i c t ed , or even virtually stat ic, a q u e o u s sys tem it is still feas ib le for phospha te to be 
suf f ic ient ly mobi l i sed and d i spe r sed by d i f fus ion and gravi ta t ion over long per iods . 

Archaeologica l soil p h o s p h a t e , and indeed some o ther , va lues cannot the re fore be inter 
p r e t e d wi thout d u e r ega rd to their d r a i n a g e ' d o m a i n s . Table I s u g g e s t s that within their 
s e p a r a t e but c o m p a r a b l e micro-domains , s imilar p h o s p h a t e levels indicate inhumat ion(s ) 
at W a t c h Hill (E12 /13) but mere ly ref lect the p r e sence of odd sc raps of burnt bone at 
C a e r l o g g a s I (A62). Also, the concent ra t ion in E l 2 / 1 3 is some 20 cm below the original 
location of any body in E l 1 where the p h o s p h a t e level is negl igible . Isolated, low p h o s p h a t e 
v a l u e s f r o m , say, bur ied turf l ines could thus be mis lead ing . Sys temat ic da ta f rom such 
con tex t s a re n e e d e d even where they migh t a p p e a r use less , as for the Cocksbarrow 
c r ema t ion ' b u n d l e ' (D3). 

One might have expec ted s i lhouet tes of bodies to accompany those of coffins and lids. 
Normal ly body r e s idues (Hudson 1974; Keeley , 1976) a re fa in te r and less compact than 
s t a ins d u e to wood or o ther vege tab le mater ia l and could the re fo re be more difficult to see in 
a dark soil. A l though usual ly d iscre te (Biek, 1969), body and coff in-bot tom sta ins could 
s o m e t i m e s m e r g e , and t h e r e is at least a possibil i ty that the cent ra l complex of u p p e r coffin 
bo t tom and lower lid (E9-11) at Watch Hill also incorpora tes a body s i lhouet te . 

The wood ' in th is complex provides some of the most va luable da ta on preserva t ion at 
the five s i tes . The double burial took place at the s a m e t ime and was evident ly packed and 
fil led in aga in at once, at least with the lower fill. Also, the u p p e r fill, cairn and lower turf 
s tack were laid down in one opera t ion . One n e e d s to explain the inferior s ta te of p rese rv 
at ion of the u p p e r coffin which lacked both gra in and lid. It is t rue that the uppe r fill d i f fe red 
f r o m the lower a n d was on the face of it more acid; but t he re was no sign of secondary iron 
m o v e m e n t wi thin the fill. Clearly the lower coffin would have been more protected f rom 
aerobic d e g r a d a t i o n than the uppe r ; but the d i f f e r ence would a p p e a r insuff icient to account 
for the o b s e r v e d resu l t s . 

If t h e r e eve r was an u p p e r coffin lid, and it had not become m e r g e d in the coffin s ta in, the 
o b s e r v a t i o n s h e r e — taken with those at Cae r loggas III (B4) — would sugges t that the 
l idded u p p e r coff in had been left unp ro t ec t ed on the lower fill for a per iod. Data for B4 D3 
and 12 /13 also indicate that no major a r t e f ac t s of vege tab le origin had been bur ied , or 
(pos ts ) left s t a n d i n g , on 'old turf l ines ' at Cae r loggas I, T r e n a n c e Down. Cocksbarrow or 
W a t c h Hill, and none in pi ts at Cae r loggas I or III. 

The a b s e n c e of insect chitin at Cae r loggas I con t ras t s with the horn keratin found at 
Cocksbarrow1 . This may simply reflect a d i f f e r ence in oxygen tens ion, at a crucial early 
s t a g e , b e t w e e n the turves in a r ing bank (A72) and turf sandwich at the bot tom of a well 
covered pit (D3). But sys temat ic da ta a re , aga in , n e e d e d for the micro envi ronment be fo re 
any specif ic i n fe rences can be d rawn . It is hoped that repor t s on mater ia l recovered f rom the 
Brit ish Assoc ia t ion ' s (1963) 'ac id ' ea r thwork will short ly begin to provide a useful bas is . 
Converse ly , the g lass of the tin s lag f rom Cae r loggas I (p.37) provides a va luable marke r in 
t ime even though it shows little appa ren t w e a t h e r i n g . 

Aga ins t this background one sees the bronze d a g g e r f r a g m e n t at Caer loggas I (p. 36) 
be ing bur ied in a turf sandwic h on a living moor land su r face u n d e r the middle of a h u g e f lan 
of d i s t u r b e d soil. Initially grea t corrosive activity is polar ised fairly rapidly in p r e sence of 
l a rge complex meta l lo rgan ic ions, colloids and clay par t ic les . Eventual ly the new iron pan 
f o r m e d inside the flan su r face and jo ined to the old pan at its base , becomes i m p e r m e a b l e 
e n o u g h to seal the interior more or less comple te ly agains t ' f r e sh d r a i n a g e ' . Within this 
capsu le copper ions d i f fu se away f rom the d a g g e r and ( fu r the r ) inhibit any d is rupt ive 
biological activity near it. The d i f fe rence be tween the highly pol ished d a g g e r sur face and its 
rough f r a c t u r e d sect ion t ends to p r e se rve the fo rmer at the e x p e n s e of the lat ter . 

It s e e m s i m p r o p e r at this s t age to sacr i f ice even any of the small f r a g m e n t s in f u r t h e r 
s tudy ; but f u t u r e work on this or a similar object might useful ly check the following hypo-
thes i s ; u n d e r such condit ions, a thin, un i form, close adhe ren t enve lope of a m o r p h o u s tin 
oxide could have been f o r m e d a round the f r a g m e n t probably a hydra t ed colloidal fo rm, at 
least in the f irst phase , f i rm e n o u g h not to d is tor t , yet p e r m e a b l e enough to allow corrosion 
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to p roceed . The meta l -oxide in ter face would gradua l ly re t rea t inwards until all the meta l 
had been conver ted , the pr imary envelope r e m a i n i n g largely una l t e red in na tu re and 
posi t ion. 

The re is some ev idence that such re t rea t occurs in s t a g e s — by a L iesegang type of cycle 
involving film growth , a r res t and r u p t u r e — and this would s e e m to be borne out in this 
case (PI. X). In the process , iron f rom ambien t soil solut ion could become incorpora ted in 
the film, and ul t imately nuc lea te part of the fo rming tin oxide into the var lamoff i te crys ta ls 
de t ec t ed by X-ray d i f f rac t ion — the res idual bulk se t t ing to a gel , a bri t t le and unfami l ia r 
corrosion p roduc t . The primary enve lope would a p p e a r to be dist inct in be ing virtually 
p u r e ge l ' . W h e n examined , this d a g g e r f r a g m e n t was un ique ; more recent ly , a somewha t 

similar condit ion has been recognised in a Bronze Age s p e a r h e a d found on the Breiddin in 
Wa le s (Musson , 1977). 

DISCUSSION O F T H E ST AUSTELL GRANITE B A R R O W G R O U P 

The deve lopmen t of the Prehis tor ic env i ronmen t 
Study of both soils and pollen b e n e a t h the excava ted ba r rows s u g g e s t s tha t , at the t ime of 

their const ruct ion, at least the h igher part of the St Austel l g ran i t e had been extens ively 
c lea red of t r ees and that podzols had s u b s e q u e n t l y deve loped . This is consis tent with the 
ev idence f rom b e n e a t h all o ther excava ted Bronze Age ri tual s i tes in South Wes t Eng l and 
and indeed the High land Zone as a whole . It is now usual to a t t r ibu te such t ree c lea rance to 
the needs of a rab le f a r m i n g . However , recent work, especial ly in Wales ( s u m m a r i s e d in 
Ball, 1975), shows that decl ine in fores t cover and s u b s e q u e n t soil de ter iora t ion can be due 
to the effect of climatic c h a n g e in cer ta in e n v i r o n m e n t s . It is not t he re fo re certain that much 
or any of the St Austel l g ran i t e was c leared for agr icu l tu re d u r i n g the Neolithic or Early 
Bronze Age. Evidence for s e t t l e m e n t s pre da t i ng or c o n t e m p o r a r y with the b a r r o w s is 
s l ight . The concent ra t ion of microl i ths in the turf b e n e a t h Cae r loggas III s u g g e s t s Meso-
lithic activity; these f l ints are not suff icient ly dis t inct ive to be a s s igned to a par t icular part 
of this per iod. The occur rence of microl i ths, p r e s u m a b l y res idual , in all the o ther excava ted 
s i tes (except the d a m a g e d Caer loggas II) indica tes that Mesol i thic mater ia l may be widely, 
if not dense ly , sca t t e red over the St Austel l g r an i t e . Flints should also provide indicat ion of 
the location of Neolithic and Early Bronze Age se t t l emen t but little of the area has been 
a rab le in the p r e sen t cen tury and so f inds a re not c o m m o n . The only concent ra t ion , over 
f i f ty pieces found du r ing p lough ing at Penwithick S ten t s (Fig. 10), s u g g e s t s a s e t t l emen t in 
a she l t e red level a rea well below the top of the Gran i te . F inds of Early Bronze Age meta l 
work (p. 6), and indeed the tin s lag f rom Cae r loggas I, indicate activity connec ted p e r h a p s 
with local depos i t s of tin and copper ores . The absence of hut circles and field s y s t e m s is due 
to the sparsi ty of loose su r face s tone and to in tens ive c lea rance and enc losure f rom the 
Medieval period o n w a r d s . 

The a r t e fac t s 
Ar tefac ts may occur in r i tual s t r uc tu re s for a var ie ty of r ea sons . They should be t e r m e d 

g rave goods only when a close persona l connect ion with the dead , e i the r in life or expec ted 
a f t e r life, can be p r e s u m e d . They may be chance losses , res idual in const ruct ion mate r ia l s 
or de l ibera te ly depos i t ed domes t ic or ritual debr i s . They may be con ta iners for a s h e s or 
foods tu f f s . Lastly objec ts may be depos i t ed e i the r individually or in g r o u p s as ritual tokens , 
p e r h a p s in t ended to benef i t the deposi tor or his assoc ia tes ; this pract ice may be c o m p a r e d 
to the votive o f fe r ings found on Romano-Br i t i sh t e m p l e s i t es . 

Only the horn ladle f rom Cocksbar row can reasonab ly be i n t e rp re t ed as g rave goods . 
The deposi t ion of t hese is in fact u n c o m m o n in South W e s t E n g l a n d . Of the f i f teen si tes d u g 
in Devon and Cornwall s ince the last war only Rosecl is ton near Newquay (Dudley and 
T h o m a s . 1965) and possibly the Woolley round bar row, M o r w e n s t o w . Cornwall (Dudley, 
1968b) have p roduced p robab le g rave goods , and of the twen ty or so s i tes d u g by A n d r e w 
d u r i n g the last war (1946) probably only Fore Down, St Cleer , Cornwal l . Because of the 



spa rs i ty of g r a v e goods , even the Cocksbar row ladle may be a l ternat ively r e g a r d e d as a 
votive o f f e r ing . 

The excava ted s i tes p roduced very d i f f e ren t quan t i t i e s of ob jec ts : Caer loggas I 345, 
T r e n a n c e Downs 132, W a t c h Hill 85, Cae r loggas III 45 and Cocksbar row 24 (part of the 
m o u n d was mechanica l ly removed) . Most of the mater ia l f r o m Cae r loggas III probably 
de r ives f r o m p rev ious Mesoli thic occupat ion and some of the flint f r o m o ther si tes may well 
be r e s idua l . T h e deposi t ion of d a g g e r and a m b e r f r a g m e n t s at Cae r loggas I and s h e r d s at 
W a t c h Hill s u g g e s t s votive o f fe r ings . The d is t r ibu t ion of f inds at Cae r loggas I, c lus te r ing 
a r o u n d the cent ra l s tone , s u g g e s t s de l ibe ra t e deposi t ion and the quan t i ty may reflect the 
fact tha t t he enc losu re was never infilled but left access ib le . This impl ies that the quant i ty of 
f i nds m a y be u s e d as an indicator in i n t e rp r e t i ng the func t ion of a site, the n u m b e r of votive 
o f f e r i n g s r e f l ec t ing accessibil i ty and vis i t ing. T r e n a n c e Downs was also an enclosure site 
of t he r ing cairn class without bur ia l , a l though s u b s e q u e n t l y infi l led. It may be signif icant 
t ha t , a f t e r Cae r loggas I, this site p roduced the g r e a t e s t quan t i ty of f inds . Watch Hill and 
Cocksba r row, enc losure s i tes with s u b s e q u e n t bur ia ls and m o u n d s , p roduced smal ler 
quan t i t i e s of f inds . Cae r loggas III, as a s imple one-per iod m o u n d , probably only had one or 
two ob jec t s d e p o s i t e d upon or within it. 

C o m p a r a n d a a re difficult to p roduce because little notice has normally been taken of 
f l in ts a n d whi te p e b b l e s on ba r row si tes . Of the s i tes in Devon and Cornwall excava ted since 
the war , H i g h e r Draynes , St Neot (Wainwr igh t , 1965) p roduced no flint, Glendorga l . 
N e w q u a y (Dudley, 1962, 6) less than a dozen p ieces , as did Carvinack, Truro (Dudley, 
1964), the Liskey barrow7, Pe r r anzabu loe (Chris t ie , 1960, 6) a n d Tregu l l and , Treneg los 
( A s h b e e , 1958); Upon Pyne (Pollard, 1969, 69) p roduced twenty one pieces, O t t e r h a m 
(Dudley , 1961. 76) twenty seven , and two ad jacen t Fa rway r ings in Eas t Devon fifty nine 
(Pol lard , 1971, 174), the Whi t e Cross and Burnt C o m m o n r ings in the s a m e area one 
h u n d r e d a n d twen ty one and sixty one respec t ive ly (Pollard, 1967, 29 & 1971, 174), the 
F a r w a y , D a g g e r s Piece and Whi te Cross cai rns in Eas t Devon, six, ten and four teen 
(Pol lard , 1967, 36). It is not iceable that the r ings , enc losure s i tes left open , p roduced by 
fa r t he g r e a t e s t quan t i ty of this mate r ia l . Such quan t i t i e s of flint and o ther small ob jec ts 
a r e not r eco rded f rom W e l s h si tes and the i r depos i t ion on ri tual s i tes may be a f e a t u r e 
pecul ia r to Devon a n d Cornwal l . 

Small whi te pebb les , o f t en pol ished by hand l ing , a p p e a r to have no uti l i tarian funct ion 
a n d have not yet been r eco rded f rom Bronze Age s e t t l e m e n t s . They have been recorded 
f r o m the Longs tone by Cocksbarrow (Miles , 1971), Try menh i r , Gulval, Cornwall (Russell 
a n d Pool, 1964, 16), Lousey Barrow, St Ju l io t , Cornwall (Andrew, 1946, 41), Glendorgal 
Bar row, N e w q u a y (Dudley, 1962, 6), t he s t a n d i n g s tone at Pickwell Manor , G e o r g e h a m . 
Nor th Devon (Tyler, 1930, 70) and f rom Barrow 89 nea r S idmouth excava ted by Hutch inson 
in the n i n e t e e n t h century (1880, 149). A less exhaus t ive search of the Welsh l i te ra ture has 
p r o d u c e d no ins t ances , s u g g e s t i n g that the votice use of such p e b b l e s should be r e g a r d e d 
as a local f e a t u r e . 

Quar tz or o the r crysta ls may also be r e g a r d e d as of potent ia l votive s ignif icance, desp i t e 
t he diff icul ty of d i s t ingu i sh ing these f rom those natura l ly p r e s e n t . Twenty one were 
r e c o r d e d f r o m W a t c h Hill, five f rom Cae r loggas I. including a large and worn example f rom 
the cent ra l pit , and six f rom Trenance Downs . A bar row nea r Grea t Torr ington in North 
Devon p r o d u c e d a good sized rock crys ta l ' a ssoc ia ted with a cent ra l c remat ion (Doe. 1899. 
99). A cist wdthout a cover ing m o u n d , at Calveslake on Dar tmoor , p roduced ano the r 
t o g e t h e r with a t a n g e d a r rowhead and o the r f l ints (Wor th , 1900, 53). The interior of the 
M e t h e r e l r ing cairn in Chagfo rd par ish on Da r tmoor p roduced four (Wor th , 1937, 149). 

The f l ints , even if votive depos i t s , should ref lect con t empora ry domes t ic working t rad 
i t ions . Exc lud ing the Mesoli thic mater ia l and the a r rowheads , they form a reasonably 
cohes ive g r o u p a n d no real d i f fe rences can be s een in the mater ia l f rom the var ious sites 
d e s p i t e a la rge potent ia l da t e r ange . Many of the p ieces are chunky and rough . The sc rape r s 
a re smal l and uneven and d i f fer f rom the la rger and be t t e r worked p ieces f rom the late 
Neoli thic to Early Bronze Age sca t t e r s in the a rea . The rough plano-convex knives, 3, 4, 
36 and 86 and No. 12 f r o m Cocksbarrow are ent i rely in keep ing with full Early Bronze Age 
12 



contexts . An example was even found on the Later Bronze Age se t t l ement at S tannon on 
Bodmin Moor (Mercer , 1970, 42). The a s s e m b l a g e s as a whole c o m p a r e closely with that 
f rom Stannon and appea r to be long to a t radi t ion relying ent i re ly on pebb le flint when the 
mined flint available down to the Beaker per iod in the a rea was no longer avai lable . The 
wide r ange of a r rowheads at Cae r loggas I p r e s e n t s a p rob lem. Leaf and t r ansve r se arrow-
h e a d s a re not though t to have been m a d e d u r i n g the second mi l len ium BC. Their p r e s e n c e 
might sugges t that they had been picked up e l s e w h e r e and kept for u se as votive o f fe r ings . 
The b a r b e d and t anged a r rowhead could be c o n t e m p o r a r y with the s t ruc tu re . Howeve r a 
la rge n u m b e r of unpub l i shed flint sca t t e r s f rom South Wes t Eng l and contain leaf , 
t r ansve r se and b a r b e d and t anged a r r o w h e a d s . T h e s e may ref lect very long occupat ion or 
con t inued re -use of f avoured si tes, but it is also poss ib le that in this a rea cer ta in obso le te 
t radi t ions were re ta ined long a f te r they had been fo rgo t ten in o the r a r eas of the country . 

The St Austel l g ran i t e s i tes as a ri tual g r o u p 
The excava ted s i tes a re s imilar in the use m a d e of local ma te r i a l s : g ran i t e moors tones , cut 

tu rves , soil and yellow kaol inised g ran i t e . The re would have b e e n no th ing else avai lable in 
the a rea except subsoil , to be ob ta ined by d i t ch-d igg ing or qua r ry ing ; its ab sence 
e m p h a s i s e s the lack of impor tance a t t ached to d i t ches locally. The use of yellow kaol inised 
g ran i t e , p e r h a p s b rough t f r o m a s ingle source such as a s t r e a m bed , is the main ev idence 
for the s i tes all hav ing b e e n con t ruc ted within one con t inuous ritual t radi t ion. This 
kaol inised g ran i t e may also have been car r ied over a mile f r o m the e d g e of the g ran i t e for 
use in the Gwallon Downs ba r row g r o u p (Fig. 1); t he e a r t h of the s i tes excava ted the re in the 
n i n e t e e n t h cen tury was desc r ibed as 'of a yellowish colour, known to be the na tu ra l soil of a 
hill a mile d i s tan t f rom t h e m ' (Borlase, 1872, 185). 

It is now a p p a r e n t that the two or t h ree h u n d r e d yea r s t radi t ional ly a s s igned to Ear ly 
Bronze Age meta lwork and assoc ia ted ri tual s i tes is too shor t a per iod . Round ba r row con-
s t ruct ion s ta r t ed well be fo re 2000 BC in the Beaker per iod , p robab ly even in South W e s t 
Eng l and where Beaker f inds a re spa r se and he re it may well have con t inued long a f te r the 
in t roduct ion of Middle Bronze Age meta lwork . A n u m b e r of ba r rows have p roduced po t s 
which should be ass igned to a late s t age of the Trev isker s e q u e n c e ( i l lustrated in Pa tche t t , 
1944 and 1950). A small m o u n d cover ing a c r ema t ion at Gwi th ian , Cornwall (Thomas , 1961) 
p roduced mater ia l for rad iocarbon de te rmina t ion of 1120 ± 103 be (NPL-21) and was loosely 
assoc ia ted with Middle Bronze Age o r n a m e n t horizon me ta lwork . A rad iocarbon da te of 
882 ± 42 be (BM-1148) has recent ly been ob t a ined f r o m a small bar row cover ing a 
c remat ion and s h e r d s of a late Trevisker pot at Bra t ton F l e m i n g in North Devon. If all of 
the thirty s i tes known to have exis ted on the g r an i t e were built by a s ingle communi ty , they 
n e e d only have been cons t ruc ted one to a gene ra t i on or even less f r equen t l y . The length-
en ing of chronology for the Early Bronze Age impl ies a s p a r s e r d is t r ibut ion of s i tes and 
popula t ion than was former ly s u p p o s e d . 

Watch Hill and the Cae r loggas s i tes may have been cons t ruc t ed a round 1500 BC. Cocks 
bar row ra the r ear l ier and T r e n a n c e Downs p e r h a p s much la ter , t owards or even a f t e r 1000 
BC. These d a t e s are g u e s s e s , m a d e to e m p h a s i s e the t ime span over which ba r rows mus t 
have been cons t ruc ted . 

Towards a re-assessment of Bronze Age ritual 
Accepted in te rp re ta t ions of prehis tor ic burial pract ice in E u r o p e were deve loped in the 

e i g h t e e n t h and n ine t een th cen tu r i e s aga ins t a b a c k g r o u n d of classical s tud ies , re in forced by 
the ev idence for special t r e a t m e n t of impor tan t p e r s o n a g e s and belief in an af ter - l i fe 
r evea led by early Egypto logy. It is usual ly held that in Bri tain, as in nor the rn E u r o p e as a 
whole , ba r rows were built to provide decen t burial and p e r m a n e n t memor i a l s for special 
individuals and that all the connec ted ri tual was i n t e n d e d to honour those d e a d who mer i t ed 
bar row burial and to e n s u r e for t h e m a success fu l a f te r - l i fe . As long as all ma jo r new 
d e v e l o p m e n t s in prehis tor ic E u r o p e a n society were seen as the resul t of d i f fus ion f rom the 
M e d i t e r r a n e a n world, this in te rp re ta t ion of the func t ion of the ba r rows could be accep ted 
uncri t ical ly. It is now rea l i sed that E u r o p e a n prehis tor ic communi t i e s migh t deve lop 



dis t inct t rad i t ions of their own which were in no way pale ref lec t ions of the Near Eas t , 
G r e e c e or Egypt and it is necessa ry to r e -a s ses s our accep ted views of ritual and burial 
p rac t i ces . 

Neoli thic burial pract ices over a wide a rea of Europe provide consis tent ev idence for the 
depos i t ion of the r ema ins of many individuals in a s ingle s t ruc tu re - the communa l burial 
r i te . This was initially r e g a r d e d as a kind of mul t ip le individual burial in the Neolithic pre 
cursor of the family vault . Recent work has shown that megal i th ic s t ruc tu res could be used 
over a long per iod and that total r e m a i n s of any one individual are se ldom found in t hem 
Such s t ruc tu re s may now be r e g a r d e d as the reposi tor ies for h u m a n bones which were thus 
kept access ib le for use in ceremonia l . The e m p h a s i s swi tches f rom a burial rite to honour 
the d e a d t h e m s e l v e s to a rite to e n s u r e bene f i t s or at least ab sence of evil consequences for 
the surviv ing communi ty . The reposi tor ies were careful ly sea led up at the end of their 
per iod of use ; this seal ing may be r e g a r d e d as the equiva len t of the construct ion of 
inaccess ib le e a r t h e r n long bar rows to cover over h u m a n r ema ins which may have been long 
avai lable for r i tual u sage . Accompany ing a r t e fac t s which could be in te rp re ted as grave 
goods are ra re . T h e r e a p p e a r s to be no ev idence for d e c e n t ' burial or of honours for dead 
indiv iduals . 

The in t roduct ion of the s ingle g rave burial rite u n d e r round bar rows, apparen t ly 
connec t ed in this country with the use r s of Beaker pot tery , implies a new and more persona l 
cult conce rned with decen t ' burial and p rope r provision for the a f te r life of a favoured few. 
Some ba r rows cover ing single g raves of the Beaker per iod and some of the Early Bronze 
Age , par t icular ly g raves of Wessex type with a r a n g e of appa ren t ly personal g rave goods, 
m a y re la te to this more persona l cult . But new rel igious ideas , like new fash ions in 
a r t e f ac t s , will in f luence s epa ra t e a r eas d i f fe ren t ly and may be ev idenced in the archaeo-
logical record , part icularly in more isolated pa r t s of the H igh l and Zone, in a l te red or 
u n r e c o g n i s a b l e fo rms . Bar rows and re la ted ri tual s i tes need to be critically examined in 
reg iona l g r o u p s . W h e r e v e r burials are par t ia l , mul t ip le or absen t , g rave goods in f requen t 
a n d ev idence for ceremonia l activities s t rong , it should be cons ide red that the Bronze Age 
s ingle g rave ri te ha s been very much a l te red by ear l ier Neolithic t radi t ions and effect ively 
re f l ec t s the absorp t ion of incoming g r o u p s by the ind igenous communi t i e s . 

Bronze Age ri tual s t ruc tu res may be composed of e i ther or both of two majo r e l emen t s , 
enc losu re r ings and m o u n d s . It has long been recognised that the enc losure e lement deriv es 
f r o m that of la ter Neolithic henges , re in forced by a circular enc losure e lement found 
b e n e a t h s o m e Beaker bar rows both here and on the cont inen t . Recently the n u m b e r of 
known Neolithic round bar rows has been inc reased and the round bar row might also be seen 
as an ind igenous t radi t ion re inforced by prac t ices common a m o n g Beaker immig ran t s . En 
c losure r ings may have been boundar i e s for sacred a r e a s used for ceremonia l or the tempor-
ary depos i t ion of bodies as in mortuary enc losu res . M o u n d s may e i ther have been in tended 
as not iceable m a r k e r s or e lse as seal ing or cover ing for ceremonia l a reas , comparab le to the 
d e l i b e r a t e sea l ing or blocking of megal i th ic s t ruc tu re s . The lat ter a l ternat ive would provide 
a m o r e accep tab le explanat ion for those ba r rows which do not have bur ia ls than the classical 
idea of c e n o t a p h . The recognit ion on the St Austell g ran i t e sites that the yellow clav cap 
p ings were not i n t ended to be p e r m a n e n t l y visible but were covered with mask ing layers of 
soil ques t i ons the role of m o u n d s as m a r k e r s . I h e p r e s e n c e of mask ing soil e m p h a s i s e s the 
role of soil b rough t to a site and m o u n d e d up in cover ing and sea l ing off sacred a reas . 

H u m a n burial a p p e a r s to have fo rmed a ma jo r par t of the ceremonia l on si tes covered 
wi th m o u n d s . T h e deposi t ion of a burial a p p e a r s usual ly to have immedia te ly p r eceded 
m o u n d cons t ruc t ion as at Wa tch Hill and Cocksbar row. Burial may have been of less 
i m p o r t a n c e on those si tes left as open enc losures It may be s u g g e s t e d tha t , whereve r the re 
a re only par t ia l h u m a n remains , few grave goods and ev idence for much o ther ce remony , 
t he inclusion of h u m a n bones in a s t ruc tu re was one par t only of a complex ri tual de s igned to 
benef i t the surviv ing communi ty , not the d e a d individual . This would show for an area that 
Bronze Age prac t ices were heavily based on pre-ex is t ing Neolithic r i tes . The cont inuat ion of 
mul t ip le burial t radi t ions f rom the Later Neolithic to the Early Bronze Age has recent ly been 
d e m o n s t r a t e d for Yorkshire (Pe te r sen . 1972). Many multi per iod s t ruc tu re s are now known. 



T h e s e may be r e g a r d e d as the re use of a s t ruc tu re as an a l te rna t ive to the selection of a new 
si te; these might involve a second enc losure r ing or se r ies of ce remonies sea led over by 
an addit ion to the mound , p e r h a p s accompan ied by a bur ia l . It may be that the barrow-
g r o u p s within an area resul t f rom a s equence of con t inuous if in te rmi t ten t ce remonia l 
activity, the s i tes of one or more always be ing current ly in use . r a the r than a se r ies of 
s e p a r a t e s t ruc tu res built for special occasions. The removal of mater ia l f rom the Watch Hill 
site h ints at some pract ice of this kind as it was most likely u s e d to form part of the m o u n d 
const ruct ion or mask ing over of ano ther s t ruc tu re . This e m p h a s i s e s the value of s t udy ing 
ba r rows within an area g roup , as has been done for the first t ime comprehens ive ly with the 
Brenig valley in North Wale s (Lynch, 1974) r a the r than excava t ing widely s ca t t e r ed 
e x a m p l e s . 

The identif icat ion of Early Bronze Age communi t i e s in Britain is very much d e p e n d e n t on 
the analysis of var ia t ions in ritual t radi t ions , as ba r rows and re la ted s i tes provide the only 
s t ruc tura l ev idence in any quan t i ty for the per iod . Ar te fac t g r o u p s will also reflect regional 
d i f fe rences but be ing por tab le and more d e p e n d e n t on special is t c r a f t s m e n may not ref lect 
the d i f fe rences be tween d i f fe ren t communi t i e s as clearly as the m o u n d s and enc losu res 
which result f rom d e e p rooted local t radi t ions . 

The Bronze Age ritual tradition in South West England 
Some aspec t s of its ritual t radi t ion and g roups of s i tes within it can now be iden t i f ied . 

Enc losure s i tes of var ious types are of g r e a t e r impor t ance than has previously been recog 
n ised , par t icular ly on the moor land a reas of Dar tmoor and Bodmin; a comprehens ive survey-
is in p rogress . A pre l iminary list, of those a l ready pub l i shed , is given in the append ix . It is 
unc lear how far Lynch ' s classif icat ion (1972) is appl icable in this a rea , whe re var ied 
geog raphy and topography m a d e possible a wide r ange of s i tes appropr ia t e to both High 
land and Lowland Zones . T h e s e s i tes are t he r e fo re all l isted as ' r ing ca i rns ' . 

Any form of r ing cairn or enclosure may s u b s e q u e n t l y have been m o u n d e d over . Watch 
Hill, T renance Downs and Cocksbarrow, i l lus t ra te a dis t inct ive g r o u p of such si tes occur r ing 
in the area which may be t e rmed enclosure barrows. The cairn r ings on these s i tes p r e d a t e 
their cov er ing m o u n d s , by days , weeks or years , and they must t he re fo re have been laid out 
for a specific pu rpose . They may e i ther have de f ined a reas for ceremonia l use , not n e c e s 
sarily connec ted with burial , or they may have been mor tua ry enc losures in which the d e a d 
were laid out , as is s u g g e s t e d for the mor tua ry enc losu res p r e d a t i n g Neolithic ba r rows . 
Their funct ion was p r e sumab ly similar to that of post or s take circle enc losures . The combin 
ation of posts and s tones in a composi te r ing at Cocksbar row, a n d probably at Carv ina< k 
nea r Truro (Dudley, 1964) and Tregu l land in eas t Cornwall (Ashbee . 1958) e m p h a s i s e s the 
in terre la t ion of the two g roups . Both post circles and cairn r ings are widely d i s t r ibu ted 
th roughout Britain and should be included t o g e t h e r as enc losure ba r rows . A list of 
excava ted enclosure ba r rows is given in the a p p e n d i x . A s t ruc tura l type which may be 
re la ted is the barrow m o u n d closely encircled by a low bank; these may r e p r e s e n t 
enc losures infilled but not covered over by their m o u n d s . None have been excavated in the 
South Wes t ; good e x a m p l e s occur on Farwav C o m m o n in Fas t Devon SY 152961 and a m o n g 
the Five Barrows on Exmoor SS 734358. 

The mound t radi t ion at its s imples t is r e p r e s e n t e d by Cae r loggas III and possibly II 
bar rows without any enc losure e l e m e n t . C o m p a r a n d a a re difficult to es tabl ish f rom earlv 
records as t hese will note dist inct ive f ea tu re s but cannot usual ly be relied upon to es tab l i sh 
simplici ty. A bar row on Berry Down, Ber rynarbor , Nor th Devon was composed only of 
tu rves and p roduced no f inds or burial (Worth , 1883, 108 110). A barrow on Broad Down in 
Farway par i sh . Eas t Devon, 118 ft across cons is ted only of a turf mound cover ing a sca t t e r of 
charcoal and two small charcoal filled pits (Wor th . 1899. 94). T h e s e s t ruc tu res may well be 
connec ted to the la rge n u m b e r of cairns , appa ren t ly s imple s t ruc tu res , r e fe r red to in r epor t s 
of the Devonshi re Associat ion Barrow Commi t t ee f rom 1879 which were found to cov er onlv 
pi ts conta in ing small quan t i t i e s of charcoal . Two ca i rns nea r the G r e y w e a t h e r s Circles in 
Lydford par ish on Dar tmoor , both c. 16 ft across and c 1 ft h igh, p roduced pits 4 ft and 3 ft 
long respect ively; t h e s e con ta ined only soil and charcoal and were examined for p h o s p h a t e s 



with nega t ive resu l t s (Wor th , 1898, 112). A good paral lel f rom outs ide the a rea , though 
sma l l e r , is the s imple s tone r eve t t ed clay m o u n d Brenig 47 (Lynch et al, 1974, 33) which 
a lone of the n u m e r o u s r i tual s t r uc tu re s excava ted in the Brenig valley in Denb ighsh i re did 
not p r o d u c e ev idence for burial or o ther r i tual activity. The absence of ev idence for burial 
or complex ce remonia l s u g g e s t s that m o u n d cons t ruc t ion itself may have been a f ea tu re of 
m a j o r impor t ance in these cases . 

Cons t ruc t ion s i tes in the a rea were a lmost never first s t r ipped of tur f . Inhumat ion was not 
c o m m o n , as fa r as can be d e t e r m i n e d in acid soil condi t ions . C rema t ions are normally token 
or par t ia l . M o u n d s could be built without bur ia ls . Secondary bur ia ls do not occur, with the 
poss ib le except ion of Veryan Beacon, Cornwal l (Borlase, 1872, 155), a l though several 
depos i t s of h u m a n bones may be placed in one s t ruc tu re or a deposi t lie off cent re ; these 
fac to rs have con fused prev ious workers . This ab sence of secondary bur ia ls may reasonably 
be l inked to the compara t ive lack of impor t ance p laced on h u m a n r e m a i n s in ritual pract ices 
and par t icular ly to the a b s e n c e of any good ev idence of a s t ra igh t s ingle g rave rite in honour 
of a par t i cu la r individual . Grave goods , excep t pot te ry conta iners , a re not common . All this 
s u g g e s t s that t he s ingle g rave rite was a b s o r b e d into the a rea in a r a the r a l te red form and 
evolved as a dis t inct local t radi t ion . This is cons is ten t with the deve lopmen t of the Trevisker 
po t t e ry s e q u e n c e , the mos t regionally dis t inct ive and exclusive of any of the Early Bronze 
Age po t te ry g r o u p s . The p r e s e n c e of occasional W e s s e x type ba r rows or a r t e fac t s points to 
links b e t w e e n this a rea and the South W e s t . The re is no reason to s u p p o s e that inf luences 
f r o m W e s s e x h a d any g rea t ef fect on the a rea a f t e r the evo lvement of the local Early Bronze 
Age t rad i t ions . For too long Wessex has been r e g a r d e d as the cen t re of a mini-diffusionis t 
p a t t e r n of in f luence in Britain and the s igni f icance of mater ia l and cu l tures in o ther a reas 
have b e e n i n t e r p r e t e d in accordance with the quan t i ty of W e s s e x s t ruc tu res or a r t e fac t s 
f o u n d . This ha s obscu red the ident i f icat ion of dis t inct ive regional g r o u p s in su r round ing 
a r e a s . 

Appendix 
KING CAIRNS IN DEVON AND CORNWALL 

Cornwall, Davidstow, Davidstow Moor 80 ft in d i a m e t e r , di tch with bank on e i ther side 
enc losed an a rea covered by a s ingle layer of tu rves , small centra l cairn of quar tz 
(Andrew, 1946). 

Cornwall, IK'ewlyn East. Carl and Descr ibed as the only hut circle within a bar row 
c e m e t e r y , bank 33 ft in d i a m e t e r enc los ing an a rea 27 ft across; p robab le r ing cairn, 
u n e x c a v a t e d (Prior, 1898, 436). 

Cornwall, Sancreed, Durval Downs Ring cairn 44 ft across , the interior s t rewn with small 
ca i rns (Borlase, 1872, 172). 

Cornwall, Sancreed, Tranxiack Ring cairn 30 ft across s u r r o u n d i n g a large na tura l slab; 
inves t iga ted without resul t (Borlase, 1872, 136). 

Cornwall, Sancreed, Botrea HUl Th ree ' r ing walls of ea r th and s tone ' in line, enclos ing 
a r e a s 60, 90 and 98 ft across respect ive ly ; sl ight m o u n d s in their cen t res , one produc ing 
an urn (no\ lost) and a shes of burn t wood ' (Borlase, 1872, 134). 

Devon, Chagjurd, Metherel Ring cairn wall r eve t t ed on both f aces with o r thos ta t s , 
enc los ing an area 33 ft across sca t t e red with loose rubb le ; excavat ion p roduced a 
cen t ra l pit with charcoal covered by a la rge s lab, five f l ints a n d four quar tz crystals 
a m o n g the rubb le (Wor th . 1937, 147-50). 

Devon, Farway, Farway Hill Two ad jacen t s tone r ings enc los ing a reas 11 m and 5.5 m 
across ; t he larger r ing conta ined 38 pits with charcoal and th ree with p robable 
c r e m a t i o n s . A large n u m b e r of o ther pi ts p r e d a t e d both r ings (Pollard, 1971). 

Devon, Lydford, Lowton Borough Ring cairn very similar to that at Me the re l but unex-
cava t ed (Wor th , 1937, 147). 

Devon, Shaugh Prior, Langcombe, Deadman's Bottom Two r ings internal ly reve t t ed with 
o r thos t a t s , 12 ft 6 in and 15 ft 6 in in terna l d i ame te r ; in ter iors paved ; charcoal and 
b u r n i n g b e n e a t h paving (Wor th . 1900, 52). 



Devon, Sidbury, Burnt Common Stone r ing enc los ing an a rea 8 m across : centra l pit 
c. 1.4 m long, d i s tu rbed , p roduced s h e r d s of a late sou the rn tradit ion beaker (Pollard. 
1967). 

Devon, Sidbury, White Cross Stone r ing enc los ing an oval a rea 11 m by 13 m with small 
centra l cairn over pit 3 m long, con ta in ing flint f lakes and a fossil sea urchin , an 
inhumat ion a s s u m e d to have decayed (Pollard. 1971). 

EXCAVATED ENCLOSURE BARROWS IN DEVON AND CORNWALL 

Cornwall, Davidstow, Davidstow Moor Site S take circle 70 ft across su r round ing depos i t 
of organic mate r i a l ' and burnt a reas , s takes sawn off . m o u n d of clay and turf 3 ft h igh 
with post - r ing a round base and ano ther a round top, r i tual u se of m o u n d top (Andrew. 
1946). 

Cornwall, Devoran, Carnon Downs Stake r ing 18 ft across a round central burnt a rea and 
off -cent re c remat ion , m o u n d of red clay, soil and peat (Dudley, 1968a). 

Cornwall, Kenwyn, Carvinack Cairn r ing with s take r eve tmen t 60 ft across s u r r o u n d i n g 
central cairn over an inhumat ion burial and severa l smal le r ca i rns and pits con ta in ing 
Food Vessel and p robab le Beaker mater ia l (Dudley, 1964). 

Cornwall, Otterham, Smallhill Farm Two stake circles 13 ft and 80 ft across , s u b s e q u e n t l y 
wi thdrawn, su r round ing a cairn over a cent ra l robbed burial , soil and turf m o u n d 9 ft 
high (Dudley, 1961). 

Cornwall, Padstow, Cataclews Bay Cairn r ings 30 and c. 24 ft in d i a m e t e r su r round ing off-
cent re cist with c remat ion , m o u n d 2 ft h igh of s tones covered over with sandy soil 
(Andrew, 1946). 

Cornwall, St Breock, Hustyn Two concentr ic cairn r ings covered by soil m o u n d c. 40 ft 
across and 4 ft h igh conta in ing c remat ion in Trevisker Style I urn (Iago, 1882). 

Cornwall, Treneglos, Tregulland Stake circles 14 and 24 ft ac ross coinciding with e d g e s of 
cairn ring, centra l deposi t d i s tu rbed . Food Vessel s h e r d s with c remat ion within r ing, 
c remat ion with a r r o w h e a d s in pit ou ts ide ; cover ing m o u n d 5 ft high composed of di tch 
mater ia l (Ashbee , 1958). 

Cornwall, Truro, Gloweth Inner cairn r ing 18 ft across , ou te r r ing re ta ined by s take circle, 
small centra l cairn and pit but no burial (Dudley, 1967). 

Devon, Challacombe, Chapman Barrows, Challacombe 21 (Grinsell, 1970) Cairn r ing 
c. 90 ft across , small centra l cairn over c remat ion in pit , turf and soil m o u n d 9 ft h igh 
(Worth , 1905, 93). 

Devon, Gittisham, Broad Down Cairn ring 50 ft ac ross , c remat ion with charcoal in cen t r e 
with heavy in situ bu rn ing , m o u n d of soil and s tones (Ki rwan , 1870, 297). 

Devon, Martinhoe, Martinhoe I (Grinsell, 1970) Ca i rn r ing c. 25 ft across s u r r o u n d i n g 
in te rment p i t s ' , p robab le turf m o u n d 18 in high (Wor th , 1907, 82). 

Devon, Parracombe, Chapman Barrows, Parracombe 5 (Grinsell, 1970) Cairn r ing, 
p e r h a p s 60 ft across , su r round ing a small cairn over a c remat ion in a cist, m o u n d 7 ft 
high but mater ia l un reco rded (Worth , 1905, 27). 

Devon, Widecombe, Hammeldon Barrow Cairn r ing 40 ft ac ross , cent ra l cairn, o f f -cen t re 
s labbed a rea cover ing c remat ion , d a g g e r and a m b e r p o m m e l , turf m o u n d (Spence 
Bate, 1872). 

Devon, Widecombe, Single Barrow Cairn r ing c. 50 ft ac ross , small centra l cairn with no 
burial , c remat ion in body of 3 ft 6 in high m o u n d (Spence Bate , 1873, 272). 
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Fig. 36 
Cist at Emblance Downs, St BrewarcL; (A) location sketch-map, (B) site plan (as at 1953), 

(C) plan and section of the cist as excavated (for details, see text) 



CORNISH ARCHAEOLOGY No. 14 (1975) 

Excavation of a Cist on Emblance Downs, 
St Breward 

CHARLES THOMAS 

The site desc r ibed here was examined by the au thor in J u n e , 1953, at the sugges t ion of ou r 
late Vice Pres ident Miss Dorothy Dudley. At the t ime , her long campa ign based on the f a r m 
at Garrow (Dudley & Min te r , 1962-3) had b e g u n , and f r i e n d s s tay ing t h e r e f r o m t ime to 
t ime to assis t in the work were invited to take pa r t in a p r o g r a m m e of wider f ie ldwork in 
the a rea . The cist, and its su r round ing r ing, w e r e exposed to the cons tan t at t r i t ion of 
g r az ing catt le; in view of the fact that the cist had a l ready b e e n exposed , and puta t ive ly 
robbed in ant iqui ty , it was dec ided to e x a m i n e it. 

Notes and d rawings re la t ing to this ep i sode were s u b s e q u e n t l y mislaid. They have 
recent ly come to light, and be la ted publ icat ion is clearly be t t e r t han none at all. 

The Site 
Emblance Downs is one of a n u m b e r of relat ively level a r eas of rough moor land lying 

nor th of the main A30 road, about a mile N N W of the f o r m e r Hawks to r clay pit , and is bes t 
known for the ad jo in ing m o n u m e n t , ' K i n g A r t h u r ' s Ha l l ' , an en igmat ic s t ruc tu re of 
unce r t a in da t e . The excava ted cist lies at NGR SX 13117700 (Fig. 36A), on the OS 6-in s h e e t 
SX 17 NW; on the O r d n a n c e Survey ' s record m a p s , it a p p e a r s as no. 12, 'Cairn and c i s t ' . It 
lies roughly 300 m due NW of a f a r m called Leaze, in a conf ined area of some fo rm of ear ly 
f ield sy tem, and jus t above the 800 ft contour l ine. 

In 1953, the g round here was rough c o m m o n with shor t turf and hea the r , much e roded by 
cat t le . The only visible r e m a i n s were : a smal l incomple te circle of g ran i t e s labs set up r igh t 
on the i r longer s ides , and in the cen t re of this circle, t h ree s labs de f in ing the out l ine of an 
incomple te r ec t angu la r cist, its longer axis be ing roughly N-S (Fig. 36B). The s lab which 
would have f o r m e d the south end was miss ing , as was the sou the rn of two s labs on the 
e a s t e r n s ide . 

Excavat ion (Fig. 36C) 
This was conf ined to the cist, and no a t t e m p t was m a d e to examine the whole m o n u m e n t . 

Vege ta t ion was cut back and the turf r e m o v e d . Some four inches of recent h u m u s unde r l ay 
it. Below, the filling of the cist consis ted of some nine inches of a dark pea ty soil with g r a n i t e 
f r a g m e n t s . In the lowest four inches or so of this fi l l ing were many g ran i t e s tones , n o n e 
longer t h a n a foot, but most ly of that size. 

Removal of this fill exposed a very dark a n d compac t soil, g r easy in tex ture , about an 
inch thick. This lay directly upon the bedrock, the usua l ' r a b ' (coarse gravelly clay, rich in 
f e l spa r and quar tz f r a g m e n t s , and u n d i s t u r b e d ) . 

A shal low oval pit, hollowed out of the rab, abou t 2 f t 6 in by 1 ft 6 in, its longer axis on the 
longer axis of the cist was the only f e a t u r e . Absolute ly no th ing was found in the fi l l ing 
of the cist, or the basal dark soil; in such d a m p , acidic condi t ions it is doub t fu l w h e t h e r any-
th ing except s tone a r t e fac t s would have surv ived . 

C o m m e n t s 
Bear ing in mind the d i s t u r b e d condit ion of the m o n u m e n t , and the proximity of Leaze 

f a r m with its s tone-wal led h e d g e s , it is at least poss ib le that the circular se t t ing of s t o n e s 
r e p r e s e n t s the last r e m n a n t of a ke rbed cairn. H a d such ex is ted , and been robbed for 



wal l ing s tones , the cover s tone (if any) of the cist migh t have been revea led , and of course 
l i f ted . The s u b s e q u e n t (na tura l? ) si l t ing and filling of the cist then contains , a lower level, 
a f ew of t he sma l l e r and less des i rab le s tones f r o m the robbed cairn, lying a round on the 
s u r f a c e . 

The smal l size of the cist, and the in terna l hollow, s u g g e s t a c remat ion ra ther than an 
i n h u m a t i o n ; a b s e n c e of any g rave goods , and indeed the puny scale of the whole 
m o n u m e n t , s e e m to imply a pea san t g r ave . We are p r e s u m a b l y in the Middle or Late 
Bronze Age , poss ib ly in the second mi l len ium BC. Cons iderab le , and impor tan t , t races of 
agr icu l tu ra l s e t t l e m e n t of this per iod can be seen in the immed ia t e area; they are h in ted at . 
t h o u g h not un fo r tuna te ly f u r t h e r desc r ibed , by Miss Dudley (1962-3, 278). But more or less 
comple t e r ing ca i rns ' or little s tone m o u n d s of this class are known e l sewhere on Bodmin 
Moor , w h e r e in the absence of excavat ion it is not poss ib le to decide whe the r they are 
c l ea rance h e a p s or f u n e r a r y . The E m b l a n c e Downs cist shows, at least , that fune ra ry 
e x a m p l e s n e e d be no more than a few m e t r e s in d i a m e t e r , and can indeed be ex t remely 
h u m b l e cons t ruc t ions . 

Institute of Cornish Studies 

R e f e r e n c e 
Dud ley , D. a n d Min te r , E . M . , 1962-3. 'The medieva l village at Garrow Tor, Bodmin Moor . 

Cornwal l ' , Medieval Archaeol., Vl-VII, 272-294. 
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Fig. 37 
The Restormel Earthwork 
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CORNISH ARCHAEOLOGY No. 14 ( 1975) 

An Earthwork at Restormel 
MARY M. IRWIN 

On the top of the spur to the south of Res tormel Cas t le are the r e m a i n s of an ea r thwork (SX 
10256106. Tithe Apportionment 1841: G R E E N PARK). The si te was rediscovered d u r i n g the 
examina t ion of aerial pho tog raphs which had been t aken for Engl ish Clays Lovering Pochin 
& Co. Ltd in 1968 (ECLP Pho tog raphs 1968. Run 1, 4088). One of the se r ies showed very 
clearly Res tormel Cast le and the ea r thwork on the spur bes ide it (P I . XIII). The ea r thwork 
does not appea r on the mode rn OS m a p s but it was m a r k e d on ear l ier ones . On the d r a f t s 
m a n ' s shee t for the first OS m a p (drawn in 1805 to a scale of 3 in to the mile) it is shown in 
the fo rm of a circle with the f igure '6 ' ins ide it. By its s ide is inscr ibed 'UZELLA (of 
Pto lemy) ' (OS Drawings . Portfolio 5, Sheet 9. Serial 321. BM). 

The 300 foot contour marks the top of the s p u r , abou t 100 feet h igher than Res to rmel 
Cas t le . The top of the spur is level, a r ec t angu la r a rea fo rming the inner enc losure of the 
ea r thwork , with the g round d ropp ing away quickly on the eas t and more gent ly on the nor th 
and sou th . The p la teau c o m m a n d s ex tens ive v iews, s o u t h w a r d down the valley of the river 
Fowey to beyond the town of Lostwithiel , e a s t w a r d across the river valley and no r thward 
along the valley to the bend near Lanhydrock woods . Today , the river Fowey is tidal to about 
half a mile d o w n s t r e a m f rom the ea r thwork ; in ear l ie r t imes , before the heavy s i l t ing 
caused by mine workings in the uppe r valley, the t ides probably f lowed much h ighe r 
u p s t r e a m . 

From the indicat ions on the aerial p h o t o g r a p h s and the surviving t races on the g r o u n d , 
the site a p p e a r s to have consis ted of t h ree concentr ic and more or less r e c t angu l a r 
enc losures , the largest 161.7m long, the inne rmos t and smal les t 77.1 m long by 64 m wide . 
On the g round (Fig. 37) the level r ec tangu la r a rea is still well de f ined with the slight hollow 
of a ditch to the nor th and wes t . Faint l ines of b a n k s can be s een at the north west co rne r 
and to the south wes t , south and south ea s t . The cen t r e of the south bank a p p e a r s to turn in 
s u g g e s t i n g an en t r ance . The field is u n d e r p a s t u r e ; the only f ind has been one ex t r eme ly 
smal l f r a g m e n t of red pot tery with two small sc raps of red g laze . 

A bank is m a r k e d on the p resen t 1:10560 and 1:2500 OS m a p s : this co r r e sponds with a 
bank in the NE corner of the field but it a p p e a r s to be un re l a t ed to the ea r thwork . 

The si te should probably be placed in the w ide - spaced r ampa r t g roup of the south west 
hi l lforts . Normally these s i tes are roughly oval or c ircular . Two Devon si tes are a lmos t 
r ec tangu la r ; Milber Down nea r Newton Abbot (Fox, Radford and Shor ter , 1949-50) a n d 
Bury Barton near Lapford (Alcock, 1966, 106). Mi lber Down has been da ted by excavat ion 
to the later p r e -Roman Iron Age . None of the wide - spaced r a m p a r t hil lforts has yet b e e n 
shown to be cons t ruc ted at a la ter da t e . Occupa t ion may well have cont inued into the 
Romano British per iod. The re is a r e f e r ence to f inds near the si te: Roman p o t s h e r d s 
inscr ibed CAMILLO and MENILVAE are said to have b e e n found near Res tormel Cas t l e 
(Soc. of Ant iquar ie s , 1792). T h e s e can be a s s u m e d to be Samian W a r e . 

In a pile of s tones by the field ga t e in the w e s t e r n h e d g e , half of the u p p e r s tone f r o m a 
rotary que rn was found . This quern is closely s imilar to a type found in a IV to VI cen tu ry AD 
context in excavat ions by H. Miles at T r e t h u r g y , St Auste l l ; t hese may have a much wide r 
da t e r a n g e . 

Acknowledgements T h a n k s are d u e to ECLP for pe rmiss ion to examine the aerial photo-
g r a p h s and for providing the p la te which i l lus t ra tes this note; to Mr Hutch ings , the t e n a n t 
f a r m e r , and to the Duchy of Cornwall , the l andowner s , for the g rea t in teres t they h a v e 
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Review 

E R N E S T C. AX FORD Bodmin Moor . David 
& Charles, Newton Abbot (1975). Pp 1SS, 
pis. 24, Jigs. 10 (incl. 5 maps), ISBN () 71 5? 
6943 1. 14. 95. 

E r n e s t Axfo rd ' s full s tudy of Bodmin Moor, 
p r e l u d e d by his several shor te r gu ides , 
p roves to have been well wor th the wait , and 
i ndeed the (p resumably necessa ry ) high 
pr ice . This is a master ly and sympa the t i c 
expos i t ion of Cornwal l ' s only r ema in ing area 
of moor land on any scale ; the more so 
b e c a u s e of hav ing been wri t ten on the 
bas is of long famil iar i ty, an in t imate 
a c q u a i n t a n c e with detai ls , and a ba lanced 
a p p r o a c h to all the p rob lems that beset the 
f u t u r e p rospec t s and m a n a g e m e n t of this 
region in par t icu la r . Mr Axfo rd ' s first five 
c h a p t e r s take us f rom the ecological back 
g r o u n d (ampl i f ied by Carolyn B r e w s t e r ' s 
botanica l contr ibut ion) , th rough archaeology 
and history to the p resen t day . He then 
d i s c u s s e s the vi l lages on, or ra ther a round , 
t he Moor p rope r , and na r rows his s igh ts to a 
specia l c h a p t e r on the village and par ish of 
St Neot , a large par ish that o f fe r s a kind of 
no r th - sou th cross section of the sou the rn 
half of Bodmin Moor, and one in which he 
has previous ly es t ab l i shed himself as the 
local chronic ler . A shor t , but t r enchan t , 
c h a p t e r on 'The Fu tu re of the Moor ' shows 
him to be fully conversant with confl ict ing 
a s p e c t s of land use and their implicat ions for 
t he d e v e l o p m e n t of society and indus t ry . 
T h e r e is a very short Gaze t t ee r of principal 
an t iqu i t i e s (with 6-f igure grid r e f e rences 
p. 180), b ib l iography, and a d e q u a t e index. 

The p la tes a re by Char les W'oolf, Philip 
Duncan , and Mr Axfo rd ' s son Roger , and 
give a correct impress ion of g ran i te , age , 
lower ing skies, and grea t vis tas . (The top 
p la te opposi te p. 54, cap t ioned 'Barrow on 
F.mblance Downs ' , a p p e a r s to be the 
encircled cis t -grave excava ted by this 
rev iewer in 1953, and belatedly publ i shed in 
this i ssue p.83). 

Have we paid enough a t ten t ion to Bodmin 
Moor? Almost certainly not; ne i ther f rom 
the li terary sense , nor (and he re one can be 
posi t ive) f rom the a rchaeo log i s t s ' s tandpoin t 
e i ther . This is an appal l ingly f ini te a r ea . 
Mr Axfo rd ' s t r ea tmen t of the last few 
cen tur ies o f fe r s the cont ras t be tween the 
wan ing fo r tunes of ag r icu l tu re . with 
a b a n d o n m e n t of in takes ( there are many 
more d e s e r t e d , or about - to-be d e s e r t e d , 
small f a r m s on the Moor than most people 
real ise) , and the waxing d e m a n d s of china 
clay ext rac t ion. A single pit and tip can. in 
five years , des t roy more w ildlife, an t iqui t ies , 
scenery , and na tura l con ten t , than five 
cen tu r i e s of crof t ing agr icu l tu re . A full 
Ant iqui t ies of Bodmin M o o r ' , gaze t t ee r and 

analys is , is n e e d e d , and n e e d e d swift ly. 
F resh e m p h a s i s on this aspec t , and on 
m a n y o thers , is laid by Ernes t Axford ' s 
f ine s tudy . W e owe him our g ra t i tude , and 
can best express this by buy ing his book, 
r ead ing it careful ly , and act ing on its m a i n 
implicit and clearly put implicat ions . 

Char le s Thomas 

Institute of Cornish Studies 
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CORNISH ARCHAEOLOGY No. 14 ( 1975) 

Recent Fieldwork in the Isles of Scilly 
CHARLES THOMAS 

INTRODUCTION 
The recent publicat ion of Paul A s h b e e ' s Ancient Scilly — From the First Farmers to the 
Early Christians (1974) migh t be thought to r e n d e r it diff icult to f ind much new to add to the 
co rpus of Scillonian a rchaeology. The wri ter ha s however been s t imula ted , r a the r than dis 
c o u r a g e d , by his old f r i e n d ' s nea r encyclopaedic t r e a t m e n t of Scilly's pas t , and many 
fami l ia r m o n u m e n t s now a p p e a r in a f r e sh context , with new implicat ions, s p u r r i n g the 
f ie ldworker on to addi t ional sea rch . The si tes desc r ibed below were not iced, not in the 
course of any p l anned campa ign , but as inc identa ls d u r i n g a family holiday in s u m m e r 1975. 

1. WHITE ISLAND, ST MARTIN'S 
W h i t e Island (OS 25-in. Cornwal l shee t LXXXII. 11) is a smal l , roughly crescent ic tidal 
islet at the nor th-eas t ex t remi ty of St M a r t i n ' s , to which it is jo ined by a shingle bar f r o m 
low to half t ide. It m u s t until compara t ive ly recent ly have f o r m e d part of St M a r t i n ' s . In 
c o m m o n with the pa r en t is land, mos t of its p lace n a m e s are pure ly Engl i sh , save for a few 
on the south-eas t s ide bea r ing the e l emen t Camper ( f rom a Middle Cornish , possibly Old 
Corn i sh , word m e a n i n g a t ide race or ' roos t ' ) . The s igni f icance of the n a m e 'Whi t e I s l and ' is 
not c lear . It is s o m e t i m e s p ronounced ' W h i t ' (as in Whi t sun t ide ) , but this may be in o rde r to 
avoid confus ion with ano the r 'Whi te I s l and ' off Samson , r a the r than any survival f r o m 
Midd le Engl ish nomenc l a tu r e . As far as I can discover , t he re a re hardly any pub l i shed 
desc r ip t ions of Whi te Is land which give de ta i l s , except for an article by Geof f rey Gr igson 
(1956). 

T h e N W end of the islet r i ses to a rocky r idge at about 70 ft OD, a position exposed to 
wind and sea on the no r the rn r im of the whole a rch ipe lago , and one crowned by a ru ined 
e n t r a n c e g rave (marked Kistvaen on the OS shee t s ) . This is some 20 ft in d i a m e t e r , wi th 
r e m a i n s of an in ternal p a s s a g e (Daniel , 1950, 250; Ashbee , 1974, 301). 

South of this r idge, the g round s lopes to the sea- inlet that s e p a r a t e s Whi t e Is land f r o m 
St M a r t i n ' s , west of the sh ingle bar , an inlet cal led 'Por th M o r r a n ' (1689 Porth Moron . 
1708 Por thmoren ; f rom Midd le Cornish moren 'gir l , m a i d e n ' , and porth ' l and ing p l ace ' , 
which implies a now-vanished s t r ip of beach or sand) . The sea is e rod ing a low cliff of 
grani t ic gravel , but above it, and up to the r idge , is a small a rea of relat ively clear g r o u n d , 
the Ordnance Survey s h e e t s mark h e r e a b o u t s six little m o u n d s or cai rns , desc r ibed some 
wha t loosely as Tumuli. It is not easy to m a k e them out in the low u n d e r g r o w t h , but one in 
par t icu lar was visible in Ju ly 1975, and was p l a n n e d . 

Method The deta i ls were t r i angu la t ed with a 100 ft t ape , u s e d to m e a s u r e the d i s t ance 
on a known bea r ing to the cliff edge ; r e a d i n g s w e r e t aken with a pr i smat ic c o m p a s s to 
severa l f ixed points to locate the si te. 

The plan (Fig. 38) It is difficult to jus t i fy the label T u m u l u s ' in the case of this 
m o n u m e n t , and also p r e s u m a b l y in the case of o the r s . The small to m e d i u m g ran i t e 
bou lde r s , f irmly set in the g round , make u p a rough circle s o m e 10 ft ac ross , and a long the N 
s ide the re is more than a sugges t ion of doub le wal l ing. This may be the final r e m a i n s of a 
hu t , t hough it would be unusua l ly smal l , if so, and only excavat ion might conf i rm this ; or 
it is a careful ly cons t ruc ted (but eventual ly much r o b b e d ) c l ea rance cai rn . 
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Comment T h e r e are six such m o n u m e n t s within a s t r ip some 200 yd long and 50 yd 
w ide . The explanat ion that they are c lea rance m o u n d s , albeit of a r emote per iod , s e e m s 
p r e f e r a b l e to the idea of a d i spe r sed vi l lage ' of min ia tu re hu ts . Nor does it s eem in the 
leas t likely that these are f u n e r a r y . Small cai rns , s ingly, in g roups , and in very ex tens ive 
g r o u p s like those on the ba r r en Sh ipman Head Down of Bryher Ashbee (1974. 297) 
d e s c r i b e s these , a little proleptically, as l inear cairn ceme te r i e s ' are f e a t u r e s of Scilly's 
l a n d s c a p e . They should in some cases be associa ted with enc losures or field sys t ems . 
Fig . 39, a sketch m a p of Whi te Is land, indicates the posi t ions of two ru ined but de tec tab le 
boulder-wal l a l i gnmen t s , of a kind that fall into this ca tegory . The wes t e rn wall, across the 
wais t of the islet, effectively spli ts the avai lable g raz ing or potent ia l a rable , and was noticed 
by Gr igson (1956): a piece of wall ing shows ac ross the is land . . . may be one of those 
anc ien t field divisions da t i ng back to the Iron Age or the Bronze Age. The o ther wall 
mere ly p reven t s stock f rom falling into the eas t - s ide c h a s m s p i c t u r e s q u e h known as 
' U n d e r l a n d Gir t ' and 'Chad Gir t ' , but is of the s a m e cha rac te r . Struck flint f lakes can be 
no ted sporadical ly in the u p p e r level of the low cliff below the area with the six 'Tumul i ' , 
and if t h e s e are indeed c learance m o u n d s , it will be seen that all lie in the s a m e cleared 
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Fig. 38 
Site at White Island. St Martin '.s, measured sketch plan 



Fig. 39 
White Island, St Martin's; sketch map showing archaeological remains (see text) 

and position of 'Site ' in Fig. 38. 

89 



a r e a . G r i g s o n (1956, 375) s e e m s to imply tha t he f o u n d flint po in t s a n d s c r a p e r s ' f r o m t ime 
to t i m e . On b a l a n c e , t h e n , W h i t e I s land m a y be a d d e d to the g r o w i n g list of a r e a s of Scilh 
w h i c h exh ib i t t r a c e s of p r imi t ive ag r i cu l tu r a l a r r a n g e m e n t s , pu ta t ive ly of the pe r iod of t h e 
m e g a l i t h i c e n t r a n c e g r a v e s . 

2. LITTLE PORTH, BAR POINT, ST MARY'S 
T h e n o r t h e r n sho re of St M a r y ' s ( see OS 6-in. Cornwal l LXXXY1I NE) is an a rea of 

c o n s i d e r a b l e g e o m o r p h o l o g i c a l i n t e r e s t , w h e r e t h e s h a r p cl iffs f o u n d at H a l a n g v a n d 
P e n d r a t h e n (to t h e w e s t ) a n d be low H e l v e a r Down (to the e a s t ) a r e c loaked by an e x t e n s i v e , 
r u s h - c o v e r e d s a n d d u n e . Th i s d u n e a p p e a r s to b e the l a n d w a r d r e m n a n t of a m u c h l a rge r 
d e p o s i t s t r e t c h i n g N N W to t h e SE poin t of T r e s c o ( w h e r e a c o r r e s p o n d i n g d u n e a r e a can be 
s e e n ) , a n d its g e n e r a l c o u r s e can be m a d e out on , for i n s t a n c e , t h e va r ious A d m i r a l t y c h a r t s 
of Scilly. T h e n o w - s u b m a r i n e sha l lows in t h e c e n t r e of th is f o r m e r s a n d r idge a re cal led 
Crow B a r ' , a n d the point of t he l a n d w a r d t e r m i n a t i o n on St M a r y ' s , Bar Point" . Total 

m a r i n e s u b m e r s i o n , wi th r a p i d e ros ion a n d d i s p l a c e m e n t of t he s a n d m a s s , is p robab ly a 
ve ry r e c e n t ( p o s t - m e d i e v a l ) f e a t u r e , a n d an ind ica t ion of a f o r m e r h i g h - w a t e r l ine, and 
p e r h a p s a f o r m e r d u n e f ace s o m e q u a r t e r - m i l e to t h e w e s t , is g iven by the n a m e 
P e n d r a t h e n . As th i s is C o r n i s h , it is likely to be p re -1600 a n d p r o b a b l y r a t h e r o lder ; it m e a n s 

Fig. 40 
Sketch plan of north end, St Mary's; isobaths at 1 and 2. 75 fathoms 

(approx. 2 and 5 metres). Position of site in Fig. 41 ('Site ') is shown at Little Forth 
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L I T T L E POR.TH 

Hut wall 
S a n d . . ; : ^ H w o t J ^ a 

G-ravell^ -rob ^ B e ^ k 

^ ^ ^ S 10 Peefc: 2Q 

5 = 1 — r = i — 

FYg 41 
Little Porth, St A -lory's, remains of hut; measured sketch plan 
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' t h e h e a d , or e n d , of t h e s a n d b a r ' . T h e r e is a r e f e r e n c e in 1652 to the Barr of Pendrethen. 
By 1796, t h e a d v a n c i n g sea f r o m the w e s t h a d c l e a r e d t h e b lun t point be low the old B a n t ' s 
C a r n b a t t e r y , a l lowing b o a t s to l and on t h e w e s t s ide of P e n d r a t h e n , at a lit t le q u a y or sl ip 
(cf. 1796, Penrithen quay ( T r o u t b e c k ) ) . 

W h a t is n o w h a p p e n i n g is t ha t f u r t h e r m a r i n e e ros ion is a f f e c t i n g a ha l f -mi le s t r ip of 
s h o r e l i n e , f r o n t i n g the r e m n a n t d u n e s , a n d e x p o s i n g as it d o e s so t h e old land s u r f a c e 
below t h e s a n d m a s s . T r a c e s of s o m e k ind of h u t , p r e h i s t o r i c - s e e m i n g bu t poss ib ly ear ly 
h i s to r i c in d a t e , w e r e f o u n d j u s t a b o v e t h e s h o r e at P e n d r a t h e n in the 1930s by M r Alec 
G r a y (Gray , 1972, 26-28 a n d F ig . 8). M u c h m o r e conv inc ing hu t s i t es s e e m to h a v e o c c u r r e d 
at P e n d r a t h e n , n e a r e r t h e w a t e r l ine ( J a c k s o n , 1947 & 1948), i nc lud ing r e m a i n s of h u t s 
v i s ib le at low w a t e r . G r a y (1972, 37) d e s c r i b e s , as 'St M a r y ' s No. 4 Bar Po in t ' , v a r i ous 
d i s c o v e r i e s w h i c h a p p e a r to h a v e b e e n no t i ced in t h e low cliff, over a h u n d r e d - y a r d l e n g t h 
on t h e ' s o u t h ' ( r ead ' s o u t h - w e s t ' or ' w e s t ' ) s i de of Bar Point i tself . H e f o u n d po t t e ry 
' s i m i l a r to t ha t at St M a r y ' s No. 3' — g e n e r a l l y th is s e e m s to b e a c o a r s e d o m e s t i c r a n g e of 
(?) t h e 1st m i l l e n i u m BC. 

D u r i n g J u l y 1975, I no ted what at p r e s e n t m a y be t h e e a s t w a r d limit of th is d i s p e r s e d 
s e t t l e m e n t a r e a , a b o u t t h r e e h u n d r e d y a r d s e a s t of Bar Point i tself , a n d p e r h a p s t h r e e 
e i g h t h s of a mi l e ea s t of P e n d r a t h e n Q u a y . T h e s i te is s h o w n in the ske tch m a p . F ig . 40. and 
l ies at SV 91801294. 

Method A s i m p l e p l a n w a s m a d e by t r i a n g u l a t i o n wi th a 100 ft t a p e . T h e pos i t ion of 
m a g n e t i c n o r t h w a s f ixed wi th a p r i s m a t i c c o m p a s s . 

The Site (F ig . 41) T h e s h o r e at th is po in t , w h i c h is on t h e no r th s ide of t he f e a t u r e 
m a r k e d as 'Li t t le P o r t h ' , exh ib i t s a belt of s h i n g l e a n d l a rge s t o n e . In l and , the sea is e r o d i n g 
a low (1 to 2 f t ) she l f of t h e ' r a b ' or ' r a m ' , t h e c o m p a c t g ran i t i c grave l ly subso i l . H igh w a t e r 
m a r k is s o m e 10 to 15 f t i n l and of the e d g e of th is she l f , a n d is now w a s h i n g a w a y the 
s l o p i n g f r o n t of a low, r u s h - c o v e r e d d u n e . T h e a r e a of t h e r a b shelf so e x p o s e d has , set in to 
it, v a r i o u s m e d i u m - s i z e d g r a n i t e b o u l d e r s . C o n t i n u a t i o n of the line of t h e s e s t o n e s , i n l and , 
is i n d i c a t e d by p r o t r u s i o n s t h r o u g h t h e s a n d , a n d m o r e can be fel t by p r o b i n g . T h e p lan 
i n d i c a t e s t h e r e m a i n s of a smal l , r o u g h l y c i rcu la r , d o u b l e - w a l l e d s t r u c t u r e , p r o b a b l y a 
l iv ing h u t w i th an i n t e r n a l d i a m e t e r of t h e o r d e r of 12 to 15 f t . ex t e rna l l y p e r h a p s 20 ft 
a c r o s s . T h e r e w e r e no f i n d s . 

Comment P r e s u m a b l y th i s , a n d the h u t s and hut f o u n d a t i o n s s e e n y e a r s ago by J a c k s o n 
(1947 & 1948), a r e pa r t a n d pa rce l of a d i s p e r s e d s e t t l e m e n t a r o u n d th is p r e s e n t s h o r e of 
St M a r y ' s . T h e Little Po r th s i te s h o w s h o w e x t e n s i v e this s e t t l e m e n t could h a v e b e e n , a n d 
it is to b e e x p e c t e d tha t m o r e , a n d s imi la r , r e m a i n s will a p p e a r as t h e ( rap id ) e ros ion of the 
coas t c o n t i n u e s . T h e d a t e r e m a i n s u n c e r t a i n . T h e h u t s look, if o n e m a y be sub j ec t i ve , ' l a t e ' 
p r e h i s t o r i c r a t h e r t h a n ' e a r l y ' p r eh i s t o r i c , but it m u s t be r e m e m b e r e d tha t M r G r a y ' s 
p o t t e r y , t h e ' u r n ' m e n t i o n e d by M r J a c k s o n a n d t h e b a s e of t h e vesse l f r o m P e n d r a t h e n 
n o w r e p o r t e d by M r S a m u e l ( th is i s sue of Cornish Archaeol. p . 117), all b e l o n g to a ve ry 
e x t e n s i v e c a t e g o r y bes t d e s c r i b e d as ' p r e - I r o n A g e ' , e v e n if th is d o e s not neces sa r i l y imply 
a n a b s o l u t e d a t e m u c h b e f o r e , say , 300 BC. 

3. H E A T H Y HILL, BRYHER 
T h i s s i te , o n e of r e m a r k a b l e i n t e r e s t , w a s f i rs t d i s c o v e r e d by M r P e t e r Z. M a c k e n z i e , t he 

D u c h y of C o r n w a l l W a r d e n a n d H o n o r a r y W a i d e n for t h e N a t u r e C o n s e r v a n c y . It fa l ls 
w i t h i n t h e a r e a of a Site of Specia l Scient i f ic I n t e r e s t (cf. M a c k e n z i e , 18-19, with m a p ) . I a m 
g r a t e f u l to M r M a c k e n z i e for b r i n g i n g it to my a t t e n t i o n , for inv i t ing m e to inspec t and p lan 
it, a n d fo r t h e s e rv i ces of his b o a t m a n M r Cyril Nicho las , w h o a l so h e l p e d in the p r e l i m i n a r y 
s u r v e y . 
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Bryher is now a sepa ra te island, but formerly const i tu ted a sort of N-S ridge of high 
ground with the adjoining isle to the south, Samson . The pr ime characterist ic of this fo rmer , 
larger, block would have been its hilly ' sp ine ' , and this may underl ie the place name , if 
it derives f rom some form like breyer 'place of hi l ls ' . The f lanks of the ridge are in p laces 
she l te red , and quite fert i le . Though the sea has now carved an inlet, f rom the west , be tween 
Bryher and Samson, and has converted a rock-s tudded plain to the west of Bryher into the 
dange rous area of reefs and isolated peaks known as the Norrad or Northward Rocks, we 
may imagine Hea thy Point — the presen t south-west extremity of Bryher — as being much 
less exposed, and a not unpleasan t little place for se t t l ement , in ant iqui ty. 

Heathy Point or 'Hea thy Hill ' (OS) is a little E -W promontory , r ising to barely 50 ft OD. 
about 400 yd long. Its surface is indented , broken by small earns or outcrops of gran i te . The 
nor thern side, with a sea-cliff now some 6 ft high, faces the she l te red inlet of Great Porth. 
Abundan t bracken covers this north side, where Mr Mackenzie has been able to es tabl ish a 
few young t rees . There are t races of abandoned , but recent , little f ie lds (bulb-plots?) on the 
south-east flank of Hea thy Hill. 

The remains in quest ion were brought to notice following a hea th fire, which not only 
burnt off the surface furze and bracken, but clearly sp read to the dry, under lying h u m u s , 
reducing the soil cover along much of the promontory to a thin and sparse layer that is only 

H E A T H Y HILL 

H E A T H Y 

Fig. 42 
Heathy Hill, Bryher; measured sketch plan showing field system and huts. 
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now be ing recolonized by vege ta t ion . This denuda t ion reveals a nea t ly-def ined sys tem of 
little f ie lds or plots , s epa ra t ed by low s tone banks ; in some cases , lynchet format ion has 
t aken p lace . Struck flint f lakes and chips, many recent ly calcined or crackled by the f i re , 
a b o u n d . Care fu l search s u g g e s t s that the re may be the r ema ins of at least two hu t s on the 
Grea t Por th s ide . 

Method The d imens ions of the field sys tem were ob ta ined by pacing, checked by a 
100 ft t ape . The angles of d ivergence be tween l inear f e a t u r e s were taken with a prismatic 
c o m p a s s , and w e r e also he re and the re t r i angu la ted with the t ape , to be checked in d r awing 
out . R e a d i n g s (and d i s tances ) were tied into severa l points that could be ident if ied on the 
OS 6 in m a p (Cornwall LXXXYII NW) . 

The Site (Fig. 42) The main f e a t u r e a p p e a r s to be a roughly F.-W spine wall, r unn ing for 
over 200 ft f r o m a cross-wall on the E and e n d i n g at the base of the Hea thy Hill earns on the 
W. At p r e s e n t , following the burn ing , what may be the top (or even the core) of this wall is 
vis ible , and without excavat ion one cannot say how d e e p it is. The fall-off on e i the r s ide, 
a c c e n t u a t e d by the r e m a i n s of nega t ive lynchet fo rmat ion , is shown in Fig. 42 as a 
s c h e m a t i s e d h a c h u r e . Radia t ing walls and only four can be t raced, two on the N, two on 
the S - a p p e a r to def ine small f ie lds or plots , the downhill e d g e s of which a re of course now 
lost by coastal eros ion. It is worth not ing that no t races of any walls can be seen e i ther F. or 
W of the sys t em shown in Fig. 42. Jus t N of the Hea thy Hill ea rns , and immedia te ly ou t s ide 
the last f ie ld , a re the r e m a i n s of two circular s tone walled hu t s , with internal d i a m e t e r s of 
the o rde r of 12 and 15 f t . Slightly to the W, be tween the two Hea thy Hill earns , and over 
looking the low cliff by the sea-inlet called Great Por th . a re the r ema ins of a boulder wall of 
l a rge r and c rude r const ruct ion . The only f inds are f l ints, a p p e a r i n g in the de t r i tus of the 
sp ine wall and on the burn t su r faces of the f ields; and a c lea rance m o u n d of small s tones 
t e n d s to conf i rm the use of the word ' f ie ld ' in this ins tance . The ev idence is, in toto, 
cons i s t en t with a prehis tor ic da te ; can one ref ine this chronological e s t ima te? 

Very little a t ten t ion has been paid to field s y s t e m s in Scilly ( though such do occur, and 
can be d e t e c t e d , even u n d e r medieval or recent f ie lds) . At least we have an o u t s t a n d i n g 
e x a m p l e of lynche t ted and reve t ted plots , a classic parcel of 'Celt ic ' f ields, in the complex at 
H a l a n g y , St M a r y ' s , now u n d e r invest igat ion by Paul A s h b e e (1974, e sp . 176). But the 
H e a t h y Hill f ie lds are smal ler and s l ighter , and mus t surely be associa ted with the two huts , 
a h o m e s t e a d the p resen t t races of which indicate s o m e t h i n g far less e l abora te than the 
H a l a n g y s e t t l e m e n t (cf. Ashbee , 1974, Figs . 42, 43). Nor - even al lowing for s u b m e r g e n c e 
a n d eros ion over the cen tu r i e s — can Hea thy Hill have ever been o ther than 'ma rg ina l ' 
l and , bare ly she l t e red f rom the wes t e rn Atlantic . The hill to its F Samson Hill d isp lays 
r e m a i n s of t h r ee , possibly four , c h a m b e r e d ba r rows or ca i rns (Ashbee , 1974, 296); on the F. 
s ide of S a m s o n Hill, in the lee of prevai l ing winds and on the p resen t beach , t races of an 
a m o r p h o u s but w idesp read flint indus t ry occur (Ashbee . 1974. 323). Can the H e a t h y Hill 
s i te be a little croft of the second mil lenium BC? 

Institute of Cornish Studies 
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CORNISH ARCHAEOLOGY No. 14 ( 1975) 

Parochial Check-Lists of Antiquities 

This ins ta lment contains a fu r the r five pa r i shes f rom d i f fe ren t pa r t s of the County . The 
following new abbrev ia t ions should be a d d e d to the consol ida ted lists given in Cornish 
Archaeol. 1 (1962), 107ff., Cornish Archaeol. 6 (1967), 82ff. , and in each s u b s e q u e n t i ssue . 

BCM Bible Christian Magazine (Shebbea r 1852-1888, London 1889-1907) 
CEIP Ivor Thomas , Cornishmen and the Environment in the Isthmus of 

Penwith (Royal Cornwall Polytechnic Society 1947) 
Daniel Glyn E. Daniel , The Prehistoric Chamber Tombs in England and Wales 

(Universi ty Press , C a m b r i d g e 1950) 
Dew R. Dew, A History of the Parish and Church of Kilkhampton (Wells , 

Ga rdne r , Dar ton & Co., London 1926) 
H a m l y n Rev. F .C. Hamlyn , A History of Morwenstow after the Reformation 

(Wells . Gardne r , Dar ton & Co. , London 1930) 
Hawker R.S. Hawker , Footprints of former men in far Cornwall (Lane, London 

and New York 1903) 
K e a s t J o h n Keas t , The Story of Fowey (Townsend , Exe te r 1950) 
MCG P.D. Mar tyn , Morwenstow Church Guide (Oke, Holswor thy 1961) 
Pevsne r Nikolaus Pevsner , The Buildings of England; Cornwall (Pengu in Books, 

H a r m o n d s w o r t h 1951) 
RC 1851 Religious census , 1851 (in Public Record Off ice , London), microfi lm in 

County Record Off ice , Tru ro 
Shore C o m m . Hon. Henry N. Shore R .N. , Smugglers of Fowey (first pub l i shed 

as Old Foye Days 1907, Frank G r a h a m repr in t 1966) 
T h o m a s PC Prof. A.C. T h o m a s , Phillack: An Illustrated History of the Celtic, 

Norman and Medieval Foundations (British Pub l i sh ing Co. , Glos. 1961) 
Vale H . E . D . Vale, The Harveys of Hayle (Bradford Bar ton, T ru ro 1966) 
W W J o h n Harvey ed . , William Worcestre: Itineraries (Cla rendon Press , 

Oxford , 1969) 

HUNDRED OF STRATTON 
I- PARISH OF MORWENSTOW (7926 acs.) 
DAPHNE HARRIS and RICHARD HEARD 

ANY 

PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS REFERENCES 

EXTANT 

Barrows 
1 Shors tone Moor 26511719 Yes OS T u m u l u s ' 
2 Shors tone Moor 26671715 Yes OS T u m u l u s ' ; TA 620 Burrow Moor 
3 Woolley 26251660 Yes OS Long Bar row ' ; Daniel 242; CA 1 

(1962)8 
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PLACE GRID REF. 

ANY 

REMAINS 

EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

4 Woolley 26191653 ? OS ' T u m u l u s ' ; CA 7 (1968) 80 
5 Ki l larney 26271548 Yes OS T u m u l u s ' 
6 W r a s f o r d Moor 26381480 Yes OS T u m u l u s ' ; on par i sh bounda ry as 

Ki lkhampton Barrow 1 
7 Bo t t aborough 25321443 Yes OS ' T u m u l u s ' 
8 Bo t taborough 25371442 ? 
9 Bo t t aborough 25381428 ? OS T u m u l u s ' ; TA 970 Burrow Moor 

10 Bo t t aborough 25291417 Yes OS T u m u l u s ' ; TA 970 Burrow Moor; on 
par ish boundary as Ki lkhampton Barrow 5 

11 Bo t t abo rough 25271412 Yes OS ' T u m u l u s ' ; TA 976 Burrow Park; on 
par ish boundary as Ki lkhampton Barrow 6 

12 Bot taborough 25291423 Yes 
13 Shors tone Moor 26631715 Yes TA 620 Burrow Moor 
14 Shors tone Moor 26701714 Yes TA 620 Burrow Moor 

M e n h i r 
1 Shors tone 26221745 TA 607 Longs tone 

C r o s s e s , . 'Cross Si tes 
1 M o r w e n s t o w 20551528 Yes OS 'Cross ' ; Baird 174; MCG 18 

c h u r c h y a r d 
2 T o n a c o m b e 20951450 Yes H e n d . VI 401; CCG 146; D C N Q XXVIII 

241-2; MCG 18 
3 M a r s l a n d 21601710 TA 10 Cross Park ; TA 4 Cross Loss 
4 J a m e s ' Cross 21581514 H e n d . Top V 92; Lake III 383; H a w k e r 3; 

TA 1397 Cross M e a d o w 
5 Cross Town 20801509 or H e n d . Top V92 

20001500 TA 1363 Cross Down 
6 St. J o h n ' s Cross ? Lake III 383; H a w k e r 3; possibly at 

Cross Town? 
7 C r i m p Ap.254155 TA 786-9 Cross Parks 

C h a p e l s , Chape l Sites 
1 C h a p e l 23021483 ? OS Chapel (Site of) ' ; Mar tyn ; H e n d . VI 

(Chaple Mil ton) 409; H e n d . Top V 92; Lake III 383 
2 Mil ton 24401441 OS St M a r y ' s Chape l (site of) ' ; CCG 146; 

Lake III 383; probably con fused with no. 1 
3 M o r w e n s t o w St M o r w e n n a ' s Chape l ; Couch 163; 

H a w k e r 2 
4 Woolley 25471670 ? TA 548 Chape l Plat; H e n d . VI 408 
5 W o o d f o r d 21851345 ? TA 1636 Chape l Plat 
6 Lee 22851181 OS 'Sanc tua ry ' ; H e n d . Top V 92 

Wel l s 
1 M o r w e n s t o w 20651529 Yes OS 'St J o h n ' s Wel l ' ; Lake III 383; Couch 

96-7; CCG 146; X.E. 82; D C N Q XXI 346 
2 M o r w e n s t o w 19791547 OS 'St M o r w e n n a ' s Wel l ' ; Lake III 383; 

Couch 162; CCG 146; H e n d . VI 400; 
H a w k e r 3 

3 T o n a c o m b e 20751431 Yes H e n d . VI 409 
4 S t anbu ry 21021390 Yes H e n d . VI 409 
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FLACK GRID RFF. 
ANY 
REMAINS 
EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

Medieva l & Later 
1 M a r s l a n d 21701677 Yes 

2 G o o s e h a m 22951646 Yes 
3 Highe r 24271527 Yes 

Lopthorne 
4 W a t e r g a p 22191592 
5 Beccaton 22481578 Yes 
6 Yeolmouth 20891602 
7 J a m e s ' C r o s s 21521527 Yes 
8 Rectory F a r m 20551520 Yes 
9 Rectory F a r m 20701510 

10 Cross Town 20861503 ? 

11 Tonacombe 20921452 Yes 

12 Crosswate r 21561473 
13 Pipshill 21881494 
14 East Dene 22841452 
15 Little Dene 22901449 
16 Milton 24381441 

17 S tanbury 20901391 Yes 

18 Eas taway 21291368 ? 

19 Woodford 22321297 
20 Unde r town 22341296 Yes 
21 Linhay Place 24391328 ? 
22 Harscot t 20561306 Yes 

23 Hollygrove 21071278 ? 

24 Cleave 20591257 
25 Lower Ovis 20871201 ? 
26 Lee Barton 22831220 ? 

27 Lee 23081223 ? 
28 Port Lee 21901165 

Mills 
1 Gooseham 23121715 Yes 
2 Gooseham 23131714 Yes 
3 M a r s l a n d Mill 21511749 Yes 

OS ' r ema ins of m a n s i o n ' ; H e n d . VI 406 
(plan) 
OS Bar ton ' ; H e n d . Top V 92 
D e s e r t e d f a rm; TA 700 

Dese r t ed t e n e m e n t ; TA 198 
Dese r t ed f a rm; H e n d . Top V 92 
D e s e r t e d f a rm; H e n d . VI 404 
Dese r t ed f a r m ; OS; TA 1325 
M e d . Arch. VI VII (1962-3) 282 
Longhouse ; OS record card 
A lmshouses , once Gild H o u s e ; TA 1380 
Poorhouse ; H e n d . VI 401; a s tone window 
f r o m here is now at Tonacombe ; H e n d . FA 
401 
Manor ; OS ' T o n a c o m b e ' ; Carew 118; 
Reg . 106; Lake III 383; Lysons 243; 
H e n d . VI 401, 405 et seq (plan); H e n d . 
Top V 93; Hamlyn 174, 184 
Dese r t ed f a r m ; TA 1406 
D e s e r t e d f a rm; TA 1412 
Dese r t ed t e n e m e n t ; TA 1266, 1268 
Dese r t ed t e n e m e n t ; TA 1223 
OS 'Mi l ton ' ; H e n d . Top V 92; 
Hamlyn 192; TA 1024 
OS ' r e m a i n s of m a n o r h o u s e ' ; Reg. 106; 
Lake III 383; Lysons 243; Hamlyn 175; 
H e n d . VI 407 (plan); H e n d . Top V 93 
OS 's i te of m a n o r h o u s e ' ; Lake III 383; 
Lysons 243; Hamlyn 172 
Dese r t ed f a rm; Lake III 383; Hamlyn 196 
Dese r t ed f a rm; TA 1764 
Dese r t ed t e n e m e n t ; TA 1093 
Dese r t ed f a r m s ; H e n d . Top V 92; Hamlyn 
170 
Dese r t ed f a rm; OS 1885; Hamlyn 191; 
TA 1464-5 Hill g rove 
OS 'manor house (site of) ' ; Hamlyn 168 
Dese r t ed f a rm; TA 1519 
Lake III 383; Lysons 243; H e n d . VI 408; 
H e n d . Top V 92; Hamlyn 166; 
CRO DDX 273 80, 82 
Longhouses ; OS record card 
Dese r t ed t e n e m e n t ; TA 1808 

TA 400 Mills 
TA 400 Mills 
OS Wes t Mill ' ; on pa r i sh b o u n d a r y 
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PLACE GRID REF. 

ANY 

REMAINS 

EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

4 T o n a c o m b e 20751424 Yes Windmil l ; Mar tyn ; H e n d . VI 400; Douch 
C W 56 

5 T o n a c o m b e 20611479 Yes H e n d . VI 400, 'a cornmill in the combe ' 
6 H a m Mill 22421321 Yes 
7 Lee Mill 21001171 Yes OS Coombe Mill ; TA 1507 Leigh Mill 

Industrial 
1 M a r s l a n d 21551675 TA 13 Mal thouse M e a d o w 
2 G o o s e h a m 23031629 ? Blacksmi th ' s shop; TA 349 
3 Woolley 25371667 Yes Blacksmi th ' s shop; TA 553 
4 Cornakey 21051630 TA 96, 99 Mal thouse M e a d o w s ; Lake III 

383 
5 M o r w e n s t o w 20581536 Vicarage ma l thouse ; H e n d . FA 402 
6 Shop 22771480 TA 1263 Mal thouse and yard 
7 Shop 22831486 Yes Blacksmi th ' s shop; TA 1245-6 
8 T o n a c o m b e 20851453 Mal thouse ; H e n d . VI 406 
9 Cleave 20501245 TA 1481-2 Mal thouse Meadows ; Lake III 

384 
10 W o o d f o r d 21771337 p Blacksmi th ' s shop; TA 1609 
11 Bur r idge 23151178 TA 1883 Brickfield Meadow 

PROVENANCE OHJKCT 

PRESENT 

LOCALITY REFERENCES 

Miscel laneous Finds 
1 Woolley Barrow 
2 Woolley Barrow 
3 W e s t Youls tone 
4 W e s t Youlstone 

A m b e r 
Roman bead 
Flint axe 
Pa ls tave 

Woolley f a r m 
Woolley f a r m 
Truro 
Stra t ton school 

CA 7 (1968) 80 
CA 7 (1968) 80 
RIC Ca ta logue 
CAS Newsle t te r 15 6 
CA 13 (1974) 53 

HUNDRED OF STRATTON 
2= PARISH OF KILKHAMPTON (8077 acs. 
DAPHNE HARRIS and RICHARD HEARD 

PLACE 

ANY 

GRID REF. REMAINS 

EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

Barrows 
1 W r a s f o r d M o o r 26381480 Yes 

2 W r a s f o r d M o o r 26521465 ? 
3 W r a s f o r d M o o r 26451465 Yes 
4 W r a s f o r d M o o r 26081447 Yes 
5 Bo t t abo rough 25291417 Yes 

Moor 

OS T u m u l u s ' ; on par ish bounda ry as 
Morwens tow no. 6 

OS T u m u l u s ' 
OS ' T u m u l u s ' : TA 487 Barrow Park; on 
par ish boundary as Morwens tow no. 10 
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PLACE GRID REF. 
ANY 
REMAINS 
EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

6 Bot taborough 
Moor 

7 Bot taborough 
M oor 

8 Bot taborough 
M oor 

9 Taylor ' s Cross 
10 Taylor ' s Cross 
11 Taylor ' s Cross 
12 Holemoor 
13 Northcott Mouth 

Rounds 
1 Ruberchurch 

2 Cas t les 

25271412 Yes 

25411412 Yes 

25351404 Yes 

26651253 Yes 
26691254 Yes 
26741256 Yes 
24561058 Yes 
20230890 Yes 

22121143 Yes 

24401155 ? 

3 Winswood Cast le 24861109 Yes 
(Pens towe) 

4 Ki lkhampton 25261 135 ? 

5 Abbery 26791117 Yes 

6 Berry Down 23300913 Yes 

Round Field 
1 Forda 27801158 

Wells 

Bidney Well 25761188 

2 Lady Well 24721151 

3 P e t e r ' s Well 23410964 

Cross Sites 
1 Broxwater 27451339 
2 St ibb 22661083 
3 Fas t Road 26001120 
4 Forda 27871102 
5 Langford 27670965 
6 Lopthorne 26650980 

Chapels 
1 Stowe 21121127 Yes 

OS T u m u l u s ' ; TA 486 Barrow Park; on 
par ish boundary as Morwens tow no. 11 
TA 487 Barrow Park 

TA 487 Barrow Park 

OS T u m u l u s ' 
OS 'Tumulus ' 
OS 'Tumulus ' 
OS T u m u l u s ' 
OS T u m u l u s ' 

OS C a m p ' ; VCH 466; H e n d . Top V 88; 
H e n d . VI 213 (as Stow Wood) 
H e n d . V I 214 e a r t h w o r k s ' (east of mot te 
and bailey) 
OS ' C a m p ' ; Lysons ccxlvii; H e n d . VI 212 
(plan) 
H e n d . VI 212; CCG 96; but this is probably 
a s tone d u m p : Dew 3.4 
OS e a r t h w o r k s ' : H e n d . Top V 88; H e n d . VI 
21 1 (plan); CCG 96; Dew 4; P W C F C I 55, 
II 49 
OS ea r thwork ' ; VCH 466; H e n d . VI 213 

TA 1241 Rounda 

OS Spr ' : Dew 21; TA 587 Bidney Well 
Meadow 
TA 683 Great Lady Well ; H e n d . VI 211; 
Hew 21, 106 
OS W ; TA 1527 P e t e r ' s Meadow; TA 
1531 Grea t Pe te r s M e a d : Dew 21; Lane 
Davies 50 

TA 1131 Cross Park 
TA 137 Cross Park 
TA 887 Cross Park 
TA 2236 8 Cross Parks 
TA 2081 Cross Parks 
TA 1951 Cross Park 

TA 58 Chapel Park; H e n d . VI 213, 215a; 
CCG 98; CRO DDX 273 24 Chappe l l 
Orcha rd , 27 Chappe l l Park; (some door 
j a m b s tones f rom the chapel a re at H ighe r 
Scadghil l ) 
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PLACE 
ANY 

GRID REF. REMAINS 

EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

2 A lde rcombe 

Medieval & Later 
1 Cas t l e s 

2 Stowe 

3 E lmswor thy 

4 Vellake 

5 Eas t Herdaco t t 
6 Down Park 
7 Whi tec ro f t 
8 A l d e r c o m b e 

9 W a y Park 
10 I lcombe 
11 Youldon 

12 Hole 

13 S a n g u i n s 
T e n e m e n t 

14 Hors ton 

15 East Barnacot t 

24311158 

21241135 

25151329 

25491268 

25521236 
26311208 
25651191 
27001175 

26181046 
24431148 
24051040 

24751023 

24851008 

24280991 

24220950 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

p 
p 
? 

Yes 

? 

Yes 

TA 926 Chapel Park; CCG 98; 
H e n d . VI 210,213 

OS 'mot te and bai ley ' ; TA 338 Cast les 
Hill; TA 675 Southern Cast les ; TA 676 
H o m e r Cast les ; CRO DDX 273 21 (map); 
CCG 96; H e n d , Top V 88; H e n d . VI 214 
(plan); CAS Newsle t t e r 8,4 
OS 'Stowe Bar ton ' ; Carew 118; Hend . Top 
V 88; H e n d . VI 215a; CRO DDX 273 (map) 
OS ' r ema ins of m a n s i o n ' ; Dew 82; Lysons 
165; Lake II 381; H e n d . Top V 88; Gilbert 
H.S.II 328 
Dese r t ed f a rm; H e n d . Top V 89; CRO DDX 
273 63-65 (map); Dew 85 
Dese r t ed f a rm 
F a r m ; CRO DDX 273 66-68 (map) 
Dese r t ed f a rm 
OS rema ins of m a n s i o n ' ; Lysons 165; Lake 
II 381 2; H e n d . Top V 88; H e n d . VI 210 
(drawing); Dew 80 
Fa rm 
Fa rm; CRO DDX 273 28-35 (map) 
Dese r t ed f a rm; H e n d . Top V 89; CRO DDX 
273 19 (map) 
Dese r t ed f a rm; H e n d . Top V 88; CRO 
DDX 273 36-39 (map) 
Dese r t ed f a r m 

A leper hospi ta l supposed to have 
Dew 83; R . M . Clay, Medieval Hospi 
e r ro r (see JRIC (NS)V 83). 

Mills 
1 Buses Mill (1) 28051339 
2 Buses Mill (2) 28061315 
3 A lde rcombe Mill 27701170 
4 Stowe Mill 22481155 
5 K i lkhampton 25201138 
6 New Mill 29501080 

Dese r t ed f a rm; H e n d . Top V 88; CRO DDX 
273 25 

? Dese r t ed f a rm; H e n d . Top V 88; CRO DDX 
273 24 (map) 

been s i tua ted at Langford (Hend . Top V 88; D C N Q 13 188; 
tals of E n g l a n d (1966) 337) was a t t r ibu ted to this par ish in 

Yes 
Yes 
? 
Yes 

TA 1102 Millers M a r s h 
As above 
TA 913 Mill hill; TA 919 Mill Ball 
OS Lee Mill ' 
Horse Mill; CRO DDX 273 (map) 
TA T a m a r mill 

Industrial 
1 Ki lkhampton 
2 Ki lkhampton 
3 K i l k h a m p t o n 
4 T a m a r Lake 

25381143 
25321143 
25531115 
29501080-
29151150 

Yes TA 815 Mal thouse 
Yes Mal thouse , Car te re t Arms 

Brickfield; local inf. 
Yes Canal reservoir 
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ANY 

PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS REFERENCES 

EXTANT 

5 Dipper Lane 25121175 Yes 4 roads tone qua r r i e s (d i sused) 
25161193 Yes 
25261200 Yes 
25461206 p 

6 T h u r d o n 28621102 Yes Blacksmi th ' s 
7 Ki lkhampton 25251122 Blacksmi th ' s 
8 Ki lkhampton 25221117 Blacksmi th ' s 
9 St ibb 22631075 Yes Blacksmi th ' s 

10 Duckpool cliffs 20101150 Yes Bui lding s tone qua r r i e s 
11 Sandymou th 20151000 Yes As above 
12 Hes sa fo rd Wood 25160986 Yes As above 

PRESENT 

PROVENANCE OBJECT LOCALITY REFERENCES 

Misce l laneous Finds 

1 Stowe Chapel J a m b s tones H ighe r Scadghil l 
2 Churchya rd Roman coin Mrs W . Shaddick , 

Ivy Co t t ages 
3 ' M o r w e n n a ' Medieval pot tery R . M . H e a r d , 4 T h e Squa re 
4 Lower Scadghill 18th cent , knife LHL 

HUNDRED OF WEST 
1: PARISH OF LANTEGLOS BY FOWEY (2870 acs.) 
NORA ACKLAND 

PLACE GRID REF. 

ANY 

REMAINS 

EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

Barrows 
1 Lanteglos 
2 Lanteglos 

3 Lanteglos 

S t and ing Stones 

A p . 1 5 4 5 1 5 
14215124 

Ap. 142534 

TA 272 Barrow Park 
OS d rawing da ted 1805 B .M. (photocopy 
CRO FS 3 / 9 0 1 / 9 / 2 ) ; OS 1813; TA 235 Ball 
Park 
TA 60 Crock G e r m a n 

Note: The first ten s tones a p p e a r to form a g r o u p ; of t hese the first five have been sh i f t ed 
in their p r e sen t si te. Local inf. 
1 Lanteglos 13805128 Yes 

2 & 3 

4 & 5 
6 
7 
8 
9 & 10 

Devil Stone. Used for r e s t ing coff ins . Local 
inf. (Lying on g r a s s ve rge ) 

Yes (Lying on verge ou ts ide g a t e to field TA 
296 Long Esse ) 

Yes (Built into h e d g e inside g a t e ) 
13775110 Yes (S tand ing) 
13725098 Yes (S tanding) 
13835104 Yes (? b a s e ) 
13805128 Yes Former ly Ap. 138510 Local inf. (Lying on 

g r a s s ve rge . 
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PLACE GRID REF. 
ANY 
REMAINS 
EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

1 1 & 1 2 Pol ruan Ap. 128509 

?Round 
1 Cas t le Fa rm 13575345 

Two s t and ing s tones , bul ldozed for 
hous ing deve lopmen t , one 4-5 ft high, 
Local inf. 

Essays 43; Cast le 1599, CRO DDR 1929 

Lan 
1 Lan lawren 16745332 

Crosses 
1 Churchya rd 14465151 

2 Churchya rd 14475150 

3 Po l ruan 12755074 

4 P o l r u a n H a r b o u r 12305013 

5 C a y r e m o r e ? 17065229 

6 Polve than ? 

7 Whi tec ross 13775277 

8 Church S . D o o r 14465151 

Chape ls 
1 Lanlawren 16875330 

2 Bodinnick 13055222 

3 Bodinnick 13335210 

1207 Landlowern, Cover 

Yes Lantern cross, Lake III 48; Langdon 426; 
L a n g d o n / H e n d ; Baird; X.E.61; H e n d . VI 
262; DCNQ II 99, XXVII 99; OS; Pevsner 95 

Yes Latin cross, H e n d . VI 262; Baird; D C N Q 
XXVII 99 

Yes X.E.57; Baird; H e n d . VI 259; Lake III 51; 
Langdon 426; L a n g d o n / H e n d ; Pen HS I 
350; D C N Q II 99, XXVII 99; 1771 Es t a t e 
m a p of Polruan, f rom Boconnoc (private 
copy) 

Yes Pontus , Paunche s or P u n c h ' s Cross , 
Early Tours 47 (Leland); Lake 111 51; H e n d . 
VI 260; D C N Q I I 99, XXVII 100; (This 
wooden cross is r e n e w e d and pa in ted 
whi te by the f i s h e r m e n ) 
Parish bounds . 1613 Ter r ie r CRO P 116 
'The east with Cay remore C r o s s e ' ; 
H e n d . VI 263; L a n g d o n / H e n d . 
As above, 'The north with Polvethan 
Crosse . Except Langdon Fiend. 

? si te of Witty Cross , OS d rawing 1805 B .M. 
mi les tone (photocopy CRO FS 3 / 9 0 1 / 9 / 2 ) ; White-a-

cross , CRO DD HL 146; TA 120 W hi tacross 
G r e e n ; Greenwood; D C N Q II 98, XXVII 98 

Yes PChi-Rho, VCH 412; Baird; Hencken 241; 
I lend . VI 26' PConsecration c ro s se s ' ; 
Pevsne r 94 

? Blessed Virgin Mary , Borlase Par . M e m . 
138; Lysons 185; H & D II 405; H e n d . VI 
260; I A 1013 St S t e p h e n ' s Orcha rd 
St J o h n the Bapt is t , Lysons 185; Lake 111 
51; Pen HS 1 352; Borlase P a r . M e m . 138; 
H e n d . VI 260; II & D 405; TA 576 Old 
Chape l site ; CRO DDF 308 Chapel 
ru ins ' 1771 Es t a t e m a p of Bodinnick, f rom 
Boconnoc. 

Yes Hall Chape l , Lysons 185; Fiend. VI 260; 
LA 557 Chapel & Yard; OS 25-in 1907 
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ANY 
PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS REFERENCES 

EXTANT 

4 Pont Ap. 145521 

5 Polruan Ap. 124511 

6 Polruan 12525080 Yes 

St. Willow, Lysons 184; Lake III 51; H & D 
II 406; Tonkin PH 149; Early Tours 47 
(Leland); CCG 109; H e n d . VI 260; Pen HS I 
352; TA 191, 192 Grea t & Little St Willow-
Hill 
Holy Trinity, Lysons 184; Lake III 49; 
H & D II 404; Borlase P a r . M e m . 138; 
H e n d . VI 259, 266 (deed of 1442); H e n d . 
MSS (18) 15; 'Near the cas t l e ' Local inf. 
St Saviours , Lysons 185; Lake III 49; 
H & D II 404; Norden , m a p of W e s t ; 
H e n d . VI 259; Pen HS I 350; Essays 34; 
Early Tours 47 (Leland); CCG 110; 1771 
Es ta t e m a p of Po l ruan , f r o m Boconnoc; 
H e n r y VIII char t o f F o w e y , B .M. (illust-
r a t ed in Lysons); Borlase P a r . M e m . 138; 
Ca l enda r of C h a r t e r Rolls 1274, PCL. 

Medieva l & Later 
1 Bodinnick 13165225 
2 F rogmore Ap. 158516 

3 Polruan 
4 Bodinnick 

5 Bodinnick 

6 Tre thake 

7 Lamellyon 

8 Hall 

11 T r e m e e r 

Ap.131507 
13085217 

13155221 

15605273 

13965244 

13325219 

9 Hall Walk 13055170 to 
13055210 

10 Church town 14535147 

16335300 

? pa r t s of 
f a r m h o u s e 

Yes 

Yes 

Pound ' 1771 Es ta t e m a p CRO DDF 308 
Willow G a r d e n & P o u n d ' CRO DD HL 

147; TA 849 
TA 227 Pound Park 
Pound H o u s e ' 1771 E s t a t e m a p CRO DDF 

308 
1410 'Le Bake Howse de Bodenick ' H e n d . 
MSS (28) 20; ' former ly c o m m o n oven ' 
CRO DDF 308 
On site of Bar ton ' OS; 1086 Tredhac , 

Gover; H & D II 406; Lake III 50; Green-
wood 
On site of M a n o r H o u s e ' OS 25-in 1907; 

1278 Lammelyn , Gover ; Greenwood ; 
Norden , m a p of W e s t ; Lake III 45; H & D II 
406; Pen HS I 352; Tonkin PH 149; CRO 
DD HL 25; H e n d . MSS (23) 77, 78 
'On site of Bar ton ' OS 25-in 1907; Norden , 
m a p of W e s t ; Ca rew 206-7; Borlase Par . 
M e m . 138; Lysons 185; Lake III 45; Pen HS 
I 350; H & D II 404; Tonkin PH 148; Green-
wood; Early Tours 47 (Leland) 
Carew 206; Pen HS I 351; Ear ly Tours 191 
(Pocock); Essays 41, 153; K e a s t 61 
F a r m h o u s e . P laque in u p p e r room da ted 
1659 
A b a n d o n e d F a r m . 1 2 9 6 T r e m u r , 
Gover ; Bir thplace of Richard Grenvil le 
1621. Coate 85; 1623 Nor th T r e m e r r e , 
CRO DD HL 31 (Presen t f a r m was South 
Tremeer ) ; TA 974 F a r m y a r d s & bui ld ings ; 
P loughed out . Local inf . 
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PLACE GRID REF. 
ANY 
REMAINS 
EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

12 H i g h e r Gragon 14805247 

13 Lower 15455135 
T r i g g a b r o w n e 

14 P a r s o n a g e F a r m 15655177 

15 Lant ivet 

16 T r e r e e d 

17 Po l ruan 

18 Po l ruan 

16105143 

16305160 

126510 

12335109 

19 Penca r row H e a d 15085060 

20 E . of Pencarrow 15545086 
H e a d 

21 Po l ruan 

22 Po l ruan 
23 Whi t ec ros s 

24 Bodinnick 

12405108 

12685081 
13775277 

12945218 

25 Po l ruan 12575105 

26 Pol ruan 12345072 
27 Cas t l e Ap. 134533 

28 T r e t h a k e Ap. 157527 
29 C h u r c h t o w n Ap. 145517 
30 T r e m e e r 16385297 
31 Penca r row Head 15005072 to 

15095074 
32 T r e v a r d e r Ap. 164512 

Abandoned F a r m . CRO DD HL 148; 
TA 174 Townplace 
Abadoned F a r m . 1298 T r e g g a f r o w e n . 
Gover; OS d rawing da ted 1805 B.M. 
(photocopy CRO FS 3 / 9 0 1 / 9 / 2 ) ; CRO 
DDF 329 

Yes A b a n d o n e d F a r m . OS d rawing da ted 1805 
B.M . OS 1813; CRO DD HL 149; TA 848 
Pa r sonage & Ti the f r ee land; (F ragmen t of 
wall) 
Abandoned F a r m . 1086 Naml iua t , Gover; 
OS d rawing 1805 B .M. (CRO FS 3 901 9 
2); CRO DD HL 147; TA 868 Lantivet 
above Town: Greenwood 

Yes Abandoned F a r m . 1310 T r e r e d a . Hend . 
MSS (23) 78; CRO DD HL 147; OS drawing 
1805 B.M. ; OS 1813: TA 879 F a r m h o u s e ; 
Local inf. 

Yes Borough of Pol ruan . Lake 111 50; CRO DDX 
214/1 . 214/2; O.C. IV 347; Essays 23; 
H e n d . MSS (23) 78, 80 

Yes Cast le or Blockhouse. W . W . : KarK l o u r s 
43, 47 (Leland); Lysons 108, 183, (illus. 
chart Henry VIII); Lake III 51; Norden 39; 
OS d rawing 1805 B .M. " lower 

Yes W atch Tower , ? OS d r a w i n g 1805 B.M. ; 
(mound) Pen IIS I 348 ' m a r i n e r s m a r k ' . Shore 28; 

OS Name Book 1908 Old Watch l o w e r ' 
walls s t a n d i n g 4ft high 

Yes Watch House , Shore 28; OS 21/2 in 1965 

Yes Old Watch House , CRO DDX 214 1; 
(Now a dwel l ing house ) 

Yes A lmshouses . TA 456 
Yes Mi les tone ; TA 120 Whi t ac ros s Green ; 

(See Cross No. 7) 
Yes Fer ry , Early Tour s 47 (Leland); Essays 

165; Drawing by Schell inks, Austr ian 
Sta te Library, Vienna, Norden . m a p of 
W e s t ; Tonkin PH 149; CRO DDF 308. DDF 
294 & 19; OS 25-in 1907 

Yes 'Fer ry for foot p a s s e n g e r s Pen IIS I 350; 
Essays 165; CRO DDF 295 
Bat tery, Kelly (1883) 996 
Cu lve rhouse Park ' E s s a y s 214; TA 680 

Culver Close 
TA 802 Culver Meadow 
TA 244 Culver H o u s e 

Yes Pigeon loft above s tone g rana ry 
Yes TA 289 W a r r e n ; (Narrow bank) 

TA 870 W a r r e n 
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PLACE GRID REF. 

ANY 

REMAINS 

EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

Mills 
1 Cast le Ap. 132532 TA 676 Mill Park 
2 Lanlawren 15965348 1649 "corn and gris t mi l l s ' , 1757 '2 gris t & 

corn mil ls ' , CRO DD HL 26; TA 992 Mill 
Park ; Local inf. 'bul ldozed ou t ' 

3 Lanlawren 16655319 As above. RIC Inq. P . M . 5.6. 1423 1 Corn 
mill in Lan lawren ' 

4 T re thake 15565305 Yes ' R e n t s Mill in Leylande H e n d . MSS (23) 
75; H e n d . Top V 136; H & D 11 406; TA 789 
Mills; RIC Inq. P . M . Vol 1 No. 21 (1309); 
(machinery in s i tu) 

5 Lower Gragon 14605253 Yes TA 166 Pape r Mill; CRO DDF 23; D C N Q 
XXIII 97; (Old bui lding, mill leat & bases 
of se t t l ing tanks . As T revedda ad jo ins , this 
is thought to be the site of Trevyda tucking 
mill of 1331, Essays 207; H e n d . Top V 
136; TA 149 Rick Park ad jo in ing) 

6 Lombard 14425223 Yes 1298 Lombard Melle, Gover ; also called 
' C a r n e ' & Lamel l in ' ; TA 184 Grist mills; 
Lake III 46; Tonkin PH 149; CRO DD HL 
23 Carne Mills; ' L u m b e r t s Mill ' OS 1813; 
OS 25 in 1907 (d i sused) 

7 Pont 14455205 Yes TA 541 Pont Mills; OS 1907 Sawmil l ' ; 
T o d d / L a w s 

8 Treva rde r 16605193 Local inf. f a rm mill, m a d e by d a m m i n g a 
sp r ing 

9 I 'olruan 13155070 TA 485 Windmil l meadow, 486 Windmil l 
acre ; Douch C W 17; Essays 209 

Fields 
(Willows were used to make lobster pots and p a n n i e r s for pack horses . The following f ie lds 
indicate a local indus t ry) 

1 Lanlawren A p . 1 7 1 5 3 3 TA Willow Garden ; CRO DD HL 147 
2 Pont Ap .144524 TA 183 Wil lows 
3 Pont Ap .144521 TA 185, 186 Withy Ayot G a r d e n s 
4 Church town 14575153 TA 242 W ithy G a r d e n 
5 F.sse 13655122 TA 497 Willow Garden 
6 Hrogmore Ap. 158516 TA 849 Willow G a r d e n ; CRO DD HL 147 

Willow G a r d e n & Pound 
7 Tredudwel l Ap. 157521 CRO DD HL 148 Willow G a r d e n 

Indu istrial 
1 Penpol 14605427 Yes 'Old Limekiln ' OS 25-in 1907 
2 Pont 14355243 Yes AS above 
3 Pont 14325184 Yes As above . Also TA 194a Limekiln ' ; I o d d / 

Laws 
4 Pont 14355243 Yes Smi thy ' OS 25-in 1907; CRO DD HL 146 
5 Polruan 12625100 Smi thy ' OS 25-in 1907 
6 Treva rde r 16675178 Yes W h . Howell , Copper Mine , Mines XIV 

42 4; TA 895 Mine was te ; CRO DD HL 146 
7 Lawhippet t 14715380 Yes Round House , OS 25 in 1907 
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PLACE GRID REF. 
ANY 

REMAINS 
EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

8 L o m b a r d 13625335 Yes 
9 Yeate 13375266 Yes 

10 Lamel lyon 13945245 Yes 
11 T r i g g a b r o w n e 15225139 Yes 
12 Lamel lyon Ap. 139524 
13 Po l ruan Ap. 129507 
14 Lan lawren 16745332 Yes 

15 Lan lawren A p . 1 6 6 5 3 2 
16 T r e m e e r Ap. 165529 
17 Penpol 14655434 Yes 
18 Penpol 14435421 Yes 
19 Mixtow 12915295 Yes 
20 Bodinnick 13005285 Yes 
21 Bodinnick 12885238 Yes 

22 Bodinnick 12955216 Yes 
23 Pont 14305192 Yes 
24 Pont 14255187 Yes 
25 Po l ruan 12605107 Yes 

26 Bodinnick 12955216 Yes 

27 Po l ruan 12685110 Yes 

28 Po l ruan 12625104 Yes 

29 Po l ruan 12805118 Yes 

30 Mixtow 12915297 
31 Pont 14285193 Yes 

As above 
As above 
As above 
As above 
Mal thouse meadow TA 607 
Mal thouse Close T A 3 1 9 
1757 The old Malt H o u s e ' CRO DO HL 
26; Local inf. Hop H o u s e ' ; (Date s tone 
1601, f irmly in si tu) 
Hop Garden TA 1009; CRO DD HL 147 
Hop Garden Orcha rd CRO DD HL 146 
' U n d e r Quay ' OS 25-in 1907 
Old Quay ' As above 
Quay ' As above 

As above 
'New Quay Cel lars ' OS 25-in 1907; CRO 
DDF 308, Boconnoc Es t a t e m a p 
Quay ' OS 25-in 1907 

Quay, Local inf. & old photos 
As above 
1660 Town Key ' CRO DDX 214/1; OS 
25-in 
Shipwr ights ya rds , TA 574; Lake 111 51; 
Local inf. Old photo; (Conver ted into 
dwel l ing house) 
Shipwr ights Yard, TA 412; OS 25-in 1907; 
Todd/ 'Laws 
Shipwr ights Yard, TA 404; Lake 111 57; 
Kelly (1883) 996; K e a s t 107, 112; CRO 
DDR 2001 S h a d r a h Ennys of Polruan, 
Shipwright , 1682'; Local inf. 
Sard ine Factory, OS 25-in 1907; Kelly 
(1883)996 
Lime kiln (drawing) , CRO DDF 327 
Malt House , OS 1882 

P R O V E N A N C E O B J E C T 

PRESENT 

LOCALITY REFERENCES 

Misce l l aneous Finds 

1 Pol ruan Hill A x e h e a d 

2 L o m b a r d Fa rm Stone Axe 

3 Pol ruan Neolithic Axe 

Lan lawren L B.A. Urn 
Pont Pill a rea f l ints 
St Sav iour ' s Window 
Chape l t racery 

K. Larsen . Axes V 268, No. 1267; Inf. Mr K. Larsen; 
St Blazey Drawing, by P. S h e p p a r d , with N. Ackland 
See ref . Inf. Mr P. Ferr is , Kays Park, Lanteglos . 

(axe given to f i n d e r ' s b ro the r ) 
Hencken 301. (No record in Ply. Mus . , 
? des t royed in war) 
N.C. 145 (illus.); CBAP 1 
Local inf. Found by Mr Leo Walmsley 

Vicinity Local inf. 
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PRESENT 
PROVENANCE OBJECT LOCALITY REFERENCES 

7 Polruan Bulla or Lake III 51 
leaden seal 
Urban VI 

8 Bodinnick Tin ingot RIC Truro JRIC VII 182. XV 345; CA 5 (1966) 32 
9 Pont Mill-stone Smithy 14355243 

10 Mill-stone Churchyard H e n d . VI 262; (base of lantern cross) 
11 Cast le Fa rm 16 St raddle On g a r d e n 

s tones wall 
12 Pont Quay 1894 notice In situ (Re-erec ted by National Trus t ) 

of cha rges 

HUNDRED OF POWDER 
14: PARISH OF LADOCK (5691 acs.) 
JEREMY MILLN 

PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS REFERENCES 

EXTANT 

Barrows 
1 H e n d r a 85785378 Yes J e n k i n s Bar row ' , Cover 468; T h o m a s 43 

(100 ft d iam. ) ; T h o m a s Survey; OS 1813 & 
6-in 1963 T u m u l u s ' ; Air photo; (Very-
d a m a g e d ) 

2 H e n d r a 85895366 Yes T h o m a s 43 (70 ft d iam. ) ; OS 1813 & 6-in 
1963 T u m u l i ' ; Air photo; T h o m a s Survey-

3 H e n d r a 85865366 Yes As above 
4 H e n d r a 85855363 Yes T h o m a s 43 (65 ft d iam. ) ; o therwise as 2 
5 1 l end ra 85855360 Yes T h o m a s 43 (40 ft d iam. ) ; o the rwise as 2 
6 H e n d r a 85865358 Yes T h o m a s 43 (50 ft d iam. ) ; o therwise as 2 
7 H e n d r a 85875351 Yes Thomas 43 (30 ft d iam. ) ; Air photo; 

(P loughing th rea t ) 
8 H e n d r a 85765352 Yes T h o m a s 43 (65 ft d iam. ) ; o therwise as 2; 

(Nearly p loughed out) 
9 H e n d r a 85755367 p T h o m a s 43 (55 ft d iam. ) ; Air photo; 

(Frequen t ly p loughed ) 
10 H e n d r a 86215309 p TA 598 Spark W'arrow; Air photo? 
11 T rendea l 89555338 Yes TA 148 Barrow Downs; T h o m a s 43 (60 ft 

d iam. ) ; T h o m a s Survey; OS 1813 & 6 in 
1963 Tumul i ' ; Air photo; H e n d . H P / L ; 
(P loughed over o f t en ) 

12 T rendea l 89585336 Yes As 11 
13 Trendea l 89595329 Yes? TA 148 Barrow Downs; T h o m a s 43 (40 ft 

d iam. ) ; T h o m a s Survey; (Nearly p loughed 
out ) 

14 N'ansough A p . 8 8 1 5 0 3 TA 735 Little Berry; H e n d . H P / L 
15 N a n s o u g h Ap. 882501 TA 739 Great Bury; H e n d . H P L 
16 Trobus Ap. 886501 TA 798 9 Park Warrow 
17 Forgue Ap. 889500 TA 788 Barrow Close; H e n d . H P L 
18 H e w a s Ap. 917537 TA 1458 Burrow Close; H e n d . H P L (May Ap. 917537 

ins tead be assoc. with i ndus t . 7) 
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PLACE GRID REF. 
ANY 
REMAINS 
EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

19 Besowsa 

20 Besowsa 
21 Besowsa 
22 C r e g a n Gate 

Cist 
1 T r e n d e a l 

Hi l l for t? 
1 T r e n d e a l 

Rounds 
1 T r e g e a r 

2 T r e g e a r 

3 T r e n d e a l 
4 G e a r 

5 H e w a s 

6 P e n h a l e 

7 Kes t l e 

8 k e s t l e 
9 T r e t h u r f f e 

10 Tret hur t l e 

Sca rcewa te r 

12 YVestow 
13 Hay 

14 Trelass ick 

91055463 

91065464 
91085464 
91295233 

891527 

86305034 

86245032 

88224992 
89635055 

90785081 

91825499 

90775460 
86555095 

87525261 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 
Yes? 

Yes 

Yes 

89185215 Yes 
91165088 

Ap. 911533? 

88505103 Yes 

88225001 Yes 

Yes 

Y e s 

TA 1056 Barrow Close; H e n d . H P L; 
Local inf; m o u n d s much d e n u d e d by 
cult ivat ion ' 
As above 
As above 
Basky Barrow' H e n d . H P / L ; Air photo 

TA 1304 Barrel Hill; JR1C VIII 211 
excavated 1884'; H e n d . H P / L 

1256 Dindel , Cover 470; F.ssays 117 '13th 
cen t . Tyndele & Dynde l ' : I l end . H P I.; 
(Possibly only r e fe r s to Round 3) 

TA 487 Round Downs; VCH 466; Cover 
469; Thomas 43; T h o m a s Survey, ditch 
320 ft d i am. ; H e n d . H P L; Essays 120; 
OS 1813 & 6-in 1963; Air photo 
Thomas 43; T h o m a s Survey semi elliptic 
e n t r e n c h e m e n t ' ; Air photo; (Annexe to or 
part ial ly under l ies Round 1) 
TA 400 Round Close; H e n d . H P L 
1308 Caer , Hend .Top . I l l 134; H e n d . H P L; 
TA 692 Little Gear ; VCH 466 
1305 Haevos , Hend .Top . I l l 134; ( lover 468 
'poss ib le in te rpre ta t ion : e n t r e n c h e d 
enc losu re ' ; (Curved field banks p r e sen t ) 
TA 63 Round; H e n d . H P L; Pickering; 
(Field h e d g e overl ies part original bank) 
1327 Karsewele (castle). H e n d . T o p III 
134; Cover 468; Air photo; (Seems to be a 
sub - rec t angu la r enc . ) 
I A 1560 Kest le ; (Probably re fe r s to Round 

TA 628 Cast le Park; H e n d . H P L; Hend . 
Top III 115; Local inf. 
TA 679 Gear Horse Park: H e n d . H P I.: 
Air photo; OS 1813 (depicts since vanished 
f a rm) ' T r e g e a r ' 
I A 1155 Cars Close; (Substant ia l ditch 
runn ing ap. E-YV exposed in s ide of FCC 
dra in) 
TA 1022 4 C a r r e a s 
I A 33 Gear M e a d o w ; H e n d . H P I 
1343 Hae enc losure ' 
I A 189 Cast le Moor: Hend . I IP L 

7) 

Round Fields 
1 New Mills 
2 New Mills 
3 Besowsa 

89805204 
89755200 
90805431 

TA 1469 Round 
I A 1117 8 Round Park 
TA 1039 Round Close 
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PLACE GRID REF. REMAINS REFERENCES 

EXTANT 

4 Forgue 

Fields 
1 Trobus 

Lans 

1 Landr ine 

2 Nansough 

Chape l s 
1 T re thu r f f e 
2 Nansough 
3 Fentonladock 

4 Hew as? 

5 Boswiddle 

6 Hillcoose 

88454990 

88635069 to 
88855065 

86715293 or 
86815254? 
87715072 

899507 
877507? 
89825172 

A p . 8 6 9 5 1 5 

Ap. 889507 

Holy Wells 
1 Fentonladock 89825173 

2 I.adock ?89595121 

TA 802 Round Downs; (Poss . re fe rs to 
Round 7) 

y e s Air photo; Local inf: 'Celtic f i e lds ' ; (Much 
p loughed r idges of smal l rect . encs . S of 
Round 6) 

1327 Landryn , Cover 468; H e n d . H P / L 

? 1283 Lancogh, H e n d . H P / L ; H e n d . T o p III 
134 

Licence 1400; JRIC (NS) III 278 
Licence 1414; JRIC (NS) III 278 
TA 1089 Old Chapel ; JRIC (NS) III 277; 
Lake II 386; H e n d . H P / L ; H & D II 377; 
Lvsons (ii) 168; Pen HS I 314 ;Hend .Top III 
133; OS 6-in 1963 Chape l , site of ; Local 
inf: largely des t royed by Ladock mill 
lea t ' 
1390 St Mary T r e g a m a d e n e , J R I C XV 30; 
TA 345, 360 & 1366 Church Close, 346 & 
362-4 Ch. CI. Moor ; Lake II 387 
TA 82 Chapel Close; H e n d . H P / L ; JRIC 
(NS) III 279 
TA 414-5 C h u r c h y a r d ; H e n d . H P L; Local 
inf: 'chapel for Bissick ; (Font , misc. 16, 
found in TA 416 High Ground Field; 
s u g g e s t s Ian' s i te?) 

Yes JRIC (NS) III 277; OC VII 323; Cover 470; 
H e n d . T o p III 133: H e n d . H P L cell is 
e x t a n t ' 
H e n d . H P / L ; Local inf. of 1924 on the 
g l e b e ' 

C ros se s , Cross Sites 
1 "frewince ? 

2 Nansough 

3 Bissick 

4 Ladock 

5 H e w a s 

6 Trendea l 

7 Boswiddle 

88005070 

89175086 

89485099 
91575300 

89645226 

?869516 

Ves 

Whi te Cross , JRIC (NS) III 279; Baird in 
Tre w e n s ' 
TA 730 1 Cross Park; H e n d . H P / L ; JRIC 
(NS) III 279 
TA 866 Cross Meadow : H e n d . H P L; 
JRIC (NS) III 279; (Poss . assoc. w ith 
?Cross base . misc .4) 
W h e e l Cross , OC VII 323 
TA 1382 Cross Park: H e n d . H P L;JRIC 
(NS) III 279 
TA 113 Cross Close; H e n d . H P L;JRIC 
(NS) III 279 
Local inf: moved f rom h e d g e yea r s ago ' 

109 



PLACE GRID REF. 
ANY 
REMAINS 
EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

M e d i e v a l and Later 
1 T r e t h u r f f e 89965079 

2 N a n s o u g h 

3 Ladock 

4 Ladock 

5 Ladock 

6 Ladock 

7 Ladock 
8 Ladock 
9 Bissick 

10 Bissick 

P87725073 

P 

A p . 8 9 2 5 1 0 

89545100 

P89295092 

89335091 
89525098 
89265097 
89205098 

11 Bissick 89265093 
12 Old H e n d r a 86255292 
13 Low er Landr ine 86785254 

14 H i g h e r 
Tre lass ick 

15 Boswiddle 

87455312 

Ap. 869514 

Yes ? 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes r 

Manor House , C a m d e n Map ; Early Tours 
33 (Leland); Gascoyne; YCH (Domesday) ; 
Lake II 383; JRIC (NS) III 278; Carew 139; 
H & D II 377; Pen HS I 313; H e n d . H P L; 
Kelly (1939) 171: Gilbert HS II 828 des-
t royed & rebuil t c. 1700: old s tonework 
on p r e m e s i s ' (See Misc. 2 & 3) 
Manor House , Lake II 382, 385; JRIC (NS) 
III 278; Lysons I 167; Gilbert PH II 353 
M a n o r House , Lake II 384; Gilbert HS II 
828; H & D II 377; Local inf. ' some doub t ' 
Church M a s o n ' s House , H e n d . H P L; 
Local inf. ( incorpora ted 18th cent , doorway 
f rom church chancel , demol i shed c. 1925) 
Pa r sonage , JRIC (NS) III 277; Pen HS I 
313; Local inf. (Des t royed by fire 1734) 
Alehouse , c. 1600, Douch CI 139, 210: Local 
inf. 

Skittle-alley, TA 951 
Schoolroom 1867, Lake II 384 
TA Schoolhouse ' ; Local inf. 
Manor House , Gascoyne ; Lake II 382, 385; 
H & D II 376; Lysons II 167; OC VII 323; 
CRO DDJ 1434 (1740); Gilbert PH II 353 
Bridge 1359, H e n d . H P L 
F a r m h o u s e , TA 573 H e n d r a Close 
F a r m h o u s e , TA 1405 Lower Landr ine ; 
Gover 468; OS 1813; CRO DD EN 16 
( re fers to a Landr ine Manor 1647) 
F a r m h o u s e , TA 200-8, Above Town etc. 

Culver House , TA 98 Quilver House 
Meadow; H e n d . H P / L 

Mills 
1 Ladock 89345090 Yes TA 950 Mill; Gilbert HS1I 827; Pen HS I 

313 (Two wate r -whee l s ) ; OS 6-in 1963 
2 Bissick 89215099 Rollers Mill, Tonkin PH 1715; CRO TLP 

380; Local inf.? par t of wool cloth factory 
3 N a n s o u g h 87665034 Yes TA 825a The Mill; CRO TLP 557; Tonkin 

PH 1715; OS 1813; RCG 22.2 1873 
4 T r e t h u r f f e 89905080 Yes CRO DDJ 159 (1751); Local inf. 
5 F o r g u e 89065015 Yes TA 777 Mill; CRO DDJ 830 (1879); OS 

6-in 1963 
6 New Mills 90115230 Yes TA 1161 The Mill; OS 6-in 1963 
7 T r e n d e a l 89125252 Yes CRO TLP 355 (c. 1850) 
8 T rewince 91015033 Yes Horse Gear . Circular bui lding 
9 Trelass ick 87605256 Yes Tonkin P H ; I l e n d . H P L (some doub t ) 
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Indus t r ia l 
1 Bissick 89215099 Yes W o r s t e d & weav ing factory (1803), CRO 

TLP 371-2, 384; W B 2.10.1829; TA 1480 
Factory 

2 Bissick 89225090 Yes TA 923 Workshop ; CRO TLP 423; Local 
inf. (now the smi thy) 

3 C r e g a n Gate 91465255 Yes? TA 1571 Iron Mine (Ladock); Mar tyn ; 
Mines VIII 15; OS 6-in 1962 'Old s h a f t ' 

4 C r e g a n Gate 91395258 Yes 'Old Gravel Pi t ' OS 6-in 1962 
5 Halezy 91625129 Yes Brick Kiln, Local inf. ; OS 6-in 1962 ' W o r k s ' 

(Dis.) 
6 Ladock 89345108 Yes OS ' A q u e d u c t ' 
7 H e w a s 91715373 Yes? Wh.Al ice , Mines VIII 16 
8 Boswiddle Ap.869514 W a t e r t h r e s h i n g mach ine , CRO TLP 391 

(1857) 
9 T re thu r f f e 90085092 Yes TA 638 W a r r e n ; Local inf. M a n o r Quar ry 

(mounds & hollows) 
10 H e n d r a 85455356 to Yes Quar ry , OS 6-in 1963; Air photo; 

85395333 Local inf: ' m o u n d s and hol lows ' 

PRESENT 

PROVENANCE OBJECT LOCALITY REFERENCES 

Misce l laneous F inds 

1 Nankilly Bronze axe Truro RIC Ca ta logue ; Local inf: 
p loughed u p 1940' 

2 T r e t h u r f f e Shaped s tone 90065083 Local inf. Reused as ga t epos t 
3 T r e t h u r f f e Lintels (2) 89915071 (See M e d . & Later No.1) 
4 Bissick PIngot mould Owner Mr L.S. S t e p h e n s , Pen t ru , 

or Cross base Bissick 
5 Ladock Chi ld ' s Bissick P .O. Local inf; CG 20.3.1975; (Moved 

A 39 Roadside s a r c o p h a g u s f r o m 1 mile away . Now u s e d as 
wa te r t rough) 

6 Ladock Inscr ibed s tone Ladock Mill Local inf. Built onto s ide of sou th 
whee l pit 

7 Ladock Elvan bowl Owner Mr L.S. S t e p h e n s , Pen t ru , 
Bissick 

8 Ladock C u p p e d s tone O w n e r As above 
9 Ladock Sundial Church Local inf. 

10 Ladock Stocks Church 
1 1 Ladock Inscr ibed Ch .ya rd Local inf. ' C h u r c h w a r d e n ' s 

s tone wall s t o n e ' insc. 1633 R.G. 
12 Ladock Gold Truro RIC Ca ta logue ; Lake II 387 
13 Ladock Inscr ibed Church (Found 1864) JRIC IX 

slate Kelly (1931) 171 
14 G r a m p o u n d G r e e n s t o n e Truro RIC Ca ta logue ; (? f rom Probus ) 

Road axe 
15 Trendea l Flint Owner Mr L.S. S t e p h e n s , Pen t ru , 

Downs Bissick 
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16 Hillcoose 

17 Fen ton ladock 
Chape l 

Font 

Mull ions (4) 

18 Fentonladock Carved head 
Holywell 

Ch.porch 

F.Ladock 
F a r m h o u s e 

Ch.porch 

Local inf. 'Moved f rom fa rm 
house g a r d e n c. 1930 ' (See 
Chape l 6) 
Local inf. Found 1950's when 
removing old mill leat ' (See 
Chapel 3) 
]RIC IX 107: H e n d . H P L 

HUNDRED OF PEN WITH (EAST DIVISION) 
6= PARISH OF ST ERTH (3050 acs.) 
CEDRIC APPLEBY 

PLACE GRID REE. 

ANY 

REMAINS 

EXTANT 

REFERENCES 

Harrows 
I T r e w i n n a r d 

Fogou 
1 T r e w i n n a r d 

Ap546340 

54813395 

Des t royed March 1750, Borlase Par . 
M e m . 14; N.C.173 

TA 201 1 Park Foge 

Rounds 
1 K e s k e y e s 
2 Bosence 

Cas t l e 
M e n n a c k 

Lan 
1 St F.rth 

Inscr ibed S tones 
1 Carnsevs 

Ap.578340 1301 Kaersk i s . H e n d . Top 1 68 
57563250 Yes Borlase P a r . M e m . 14; Borlase Ant 316-21 

J RIC X 237, 248; VCH 471; Hend. I I 151; 
TA 1089 The Rounds ; OS (1908) Ear th 
work; VCHR 8 Fig. 8 
TA 662 Lower Ker rowe 
H e n d . I 154 
TA 556 Roskadinnick 
YCH 468: OS (1906) Ear thwork 
Carhang ives , Early Tours 20 (Leland); 
Lysons II 94; RRIC 29 (1847) Plate XIII; 
Hend . I 147; OS (1906) Ear thwork 
Hend. I I 151 Park Cast le 
TA 1969 Park Gear ; Hend . I I 151 

54073497 Yes? TA 1910 Cast le Mennack ; RRIC 29 (1847) 
37; VCH 468: Hend. I I 151 

Ap.549350 1233 Lannu theno , JRIC (NS)II 152; 
CEIP 57 ( sugges t s the site was on St Fr th 
hill) 

55653717 Yes Lake IV 71; Misc. 14,45; T h o m a s PC 8 

3 K e r r o w e Ap. 579341 
4 Gear 57703444? Yes? 
5 T r e g e n h o r n e Ap.567345 
6 C a r n s e w 55633715 Yes 
7 C a r n a b e g g a s 55773478 Yes 

8 T renhay l e 55923577 Yes? 
9 T r e w i n n a r d Ap.541342 

C r o s s e s &: Cross Sites 
1 St Fr th 5507351 

(Church town) 
Yes Langdon 151 (St Er th N o . l ) 
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2 St Er th 54993502 Yes Langdon 191 (St Er th No. 2) 
(Churchyard) 

3 St Er th 54993505 Yes Langdon 133, Removed f rom Battery Mill. 
(Churchyard) Ap.547346 

4 St Er th 54983502 Yes Cross shaf t , Langdon 402 
(Churchyard) 

5 St Er th 54983502 Yes T a p e r e d s tone incised w ith cross by S wall 
(Churchyard) of church 

6 T r e g e n h o r n e Ap.565345 Lost Langdon 219; JRIC (NS)II 158; Hend.11 
144 (Sketch); Last s een and p h o t o g r a p h e d 
in 1955, Baird 104 

7 Treven 57163419 Removed Langdon 335, now at St Michae l ' s Mount 
8 I r e d r e a Ap.546351 Removed Langdon 277, now at Trelissick in Feock: 

TA 1935 Park an Grouse 
9 Gurlyn Ap.566328 TA 1134 Park an Grouse 

10 Treloweth Ap.537350 TA 1845 Rose an Grouse 

Chape l s 
1 Bosworgy 57423309? JRIC (NS) II 155, Possibly in the old house 
2 Gurlyn Ap.569324 JRIC (NS) II 155 
3 Treven 57163419? JRIC (NS) II 157; (Recess in h e d g e may be 

si te) 
4 Porthcol lum 55843364 Yes Lake II 365; Blight SB III 42; JRIC (NS) 11 

155; OS (1906) Chape l ; (Remains of 
bui lding, by t radi t ion a chapel ) 

5 Trelissick 55583595 JRIC (NS) II 157 
6 Chenhal l s 55213546 OS (1906) Site of Chape l ; JRIC (NS) II 

157, 'No authori ty for this r e f e r e n c e ' 
7 Trevessa 54793365 Yes ? JRIC (NS) II 156; H e n d . I 44, 11 152 
8 Trewinnard Ap.543345 JRIC (NS) II 156; TA 1959 Lower Cen tua ry 
9 Trewinna rd 54673400 JRIC (NS) II 156, Meadow ad jo in ing the 

house called the ' G r a v e y a r d ' ; Blight SB I 
in 

10 Tre loweth 54373541 
hi 
JRIC (NS) II 156 

Medieval & Later 
1 Trew innard Ap.545342 TA 1988 Lower Park Pound ; JRIC (NS) III 

1 70 
2 Trannack Ap.571332 

i / y 
TA 1206 Lower Non Pound 

3 St Er th 54933506 Dovecote , H e n d . Top I 71 
(Churchtow n) 

4 St Er th Ap.549350 Ti the Barn, Gilbert PH I 355 
(Church town) 

5 St Er th Ap.555352 1678 Dyehouse in Lanu thno , H e n d . T o p I 
(Church town) 71 

6 St Erth Ap.555352 Open Field, 1630 Gweal E r g h , H e n d . T o p I 
70; TA 497 St Er th Field 

7 Bosworgy 57423309 Yes Medieval mans ion , JRIC (NS) II 155 
8 Trevessa 54793365 Yes? Medieval mans ion , Hend . I 149; 

(? Rema ins in f a r m bui ld ings & yard) 
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9 Tre lowe th 

10 Trelissick 

11 T r e w i n n a r d 

12 Bosworgy 
13 Por thcol lum 
14 St E r th 
15 Bosence 
16 Hayle Causeway 
17 St Er th 
18 R e l u b b u s 
19 Star t 
20 Po lg rean 

21 T r e d r e a 

22 T r e d r e a 

23 K e r r o w e 

24 Re tu le 

25 H i g h e r Leah 
26 Por thcol lum 

Ap.544354 
55583595 

54673400 

57423309 
55843364 
54903507 
? 
55133660 
54903507 
56613195 
Ap.549362 
53663451 
to 53423457 
54113510 

54353478 

Ap.579341 

Ap.573329 

Ap.567354 
Ap.558337 

Des t royed Ancient House , JRIC (NS) II 156 
Medieval House , rep laced on s a m e site in 
16th cen t .Hend . I I 152 
Ceme te ry? M e a d o w ad jo in ing the house 
called 'The Graveya rd ' JRIC (NS) II 156 
Cemete ry? As above 
Ceme te ry? Pen HS I 162; Lake II 365 
Fer ry c. 1340, Early Tours 20 (Leland) 

? 1660 'Tynpy t t s ' H e n d . T o p I 71 
TA 93 Turnp ike H o u s e 

Yes Bridge, Early Tours 20 (Leland); CBS 101-3 
Yes Bridge, CBS 101 

Br idge? P e d n p o n s Lode ' JRIC XXII 444 
Yes A b a n d o n e d road, M a r t y n (Shown runn ing 

into Ludgvan to join p r e s e n t A. 30) 
Yes Icehouse . Inf. Prof. Char les T h o m a s ; 

(Now blocked up) 
Slate table t . To Char les Davies Giddy 
(1811-1813) 
A b a n d o n e d s e t t l emen t , 1 3 1 6 K a e r o u , 
H e n d . T o p I 68; TA 662 Lower Ker rowe, 
667 Windstock Ker rowe 
A b a n d o n e d 'v i l lage ' , p lan of Godolphin 
M a n o r 1774, Mines XI 11 
Abandoned s e t t l emen t , Local inf. 
Tradi t ion concern ing a cons ide rab le settle-
m e n t . Lake II 365 

Mills 
1 Bosence ?57823208 TA 1085 Mill Field 
2 Bosworgy ?57313324 Watermi l l shown in Lanhydrock Atlas; 

TA 869 Mill Moor 
3 Gur lyn ?56633286 H e n d . T o p I 20; TA 1190 Mill & W a s t e 
4 Trannack Mill 55963316 Yes H e n d . T o p I 20; TA 1241 Mill & Plot 
5 M e l l a n e a r ? H e n d . T o p I 20 
6 Tremel l ing Ap. 549343 1327 Tremelyn , Cover 595; TA 1490 Park 

Mell ing 
7 T r e w i n n a r d 54813404 H e n d . T o p I 20; TA 2001 Grist Mill; OS 

1906 'Corn Mill ' 
8 Tre loweth ? H e n d . T o p I 20 
9 F o u n d r y 55813692 Yes? Grist Mill, Vale 293 

Vernacular Architecture 
1 C a r n a b e g g a s 55843480 Yes 

2 Rockclose 55123512 Yes 
Te r r ace 

3 T r e b a r t h a Place 55203508 Yes 
4 Tre lowe th 54373541 Yes 
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Lanu thno Cot tage , Pevsne r 152; Hend . I 
147 
Pevsne r 152 

As above 
C h e s h e r 1 0 5 
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A b a n d o n e d Method i s t C h u r c h e s etc. 
Bosence 
Ki r then Wood 

58123261 
58023308 

Yes 

3 S t E r t h P r a z e 57333510 
4 Porthcol lum 
5 Trelissick 
6 St Er th 

?56103417 
55853639 
55073511 

Yes 

7 St Er th 55023507 

All Sa in t s ' . Angl ican 
W e s l e y a n . 1825 plan poss Rev. T. Shaw, 
St C o l u m b ; T A 999 Chape l ; OS 1906 
Wes lyan , RC 1851; (Now a bunga low) 
Bible Chr is t ian , BCM (1851)240 
TA 183 Chape l 
Bible Chr is t ian . RC 1851; (Site covered by 
Post Off ice) 
Primit ive Method i s t , TA 1607 House , 
G a r d e n and Chape l 

Indust r ia l 
1 Mel lanea r 55873675 Yes 
2 Trelissick 55913718 
3 Foundry ? 
4 Treloweth 53723538 Yes 

5 Battery Mill 54773460 Yes 

6 Tremel l ing 54923431 Yes 

7 Tremel l ing 54893429 Yes 
8 Hayle 558371 Yes 

9 Hayle 55623730 
10 Hayle 55703721 Yes 
11 St Er th 55503503 Yes 

12 St Erth 55553505 Yes 
to 55303505 

13 Keskeys 58403402 Yes 
14 Bosworgy 57683345 Yes 
15 Bodraver ran Ap.575356 
16 Bosworgy 57423338 Yes 
17 Treven 57403409 Yes 
18 Gurlyn 57323288 Yes 
19 Treven 57303425 Yes 
20 Treven 57163411 Yes 
21 Trannack 57023320 Yes 
22 Leah Ap.568360 
23 T r e g e n h o r n e Ap.567345 
24 Gurlyn 56593289 Yes 
25 Chynoweth 56563382 Yes 

Smel t ing House , OS 1906; Bar ton Tin 71 
TA 1 1 Smel t ing House ; Bar ton Tin 49 
Smel t ing House , Barton Tin 48; Vale 109 
Smel t ing House , Early reverba tory 
f u r n a c e ? J o h n s t o n e P a p e r s 4 9 8 / 5 CRO; 
Barton Tin 24 
Copper Rolling Mill which la ter b e c a m e a 
small i ronworks. Early Tours 261 (Maton) ; 
H & D II 431 2 
S t a m p s , OS 1906; Local inf. Worked by 
wa te rwhee l 
F u r n a c e 
Foundry , including Mill Pool, H a m m e r 
Mill, Boring Mill, Fi t t ing Shop, Pa t t e rn 
Shop, Gas Works , S team H a m m e r s , Saw 
Mills etc. Vale 293 
Lime Kilns . Vale 293 
C o p p e r s m i t h ' s Shop. Inf. T .R. Har r i s 
Sandpi t . Source of mou ld ing sand for iron 
foundr i e s . Kelly (1873) 744 
A b a n d o n e d rai lway. Local inf. 

W h . Mably . Mines XI 12 
W h . Nut or Lewis Mine . Mines XI 1 1 1 2 
Mine . Mines V 7 
W h . W a g s t a f f . Mines XI 13 
Gi lmar Mine . As above 
W h . Tule or Gurlyn Mine . Mines XI 11 
Treven Mines . Mine XI 14 
TA 586 Ball Field; H e n d . E A II 158; (Mine) 
W h . Trannack . Mines XI 11 
Leah Copper Work 1750, Mines V 7 
North W h . Gilber t . Mines XI 8 
W h . Fox or Gurlyn Mine . Mines XI 9 
W e s t W h . T r e m a y n e or Chynowe th Mine . 
M i n e s XI 8 
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26 C h y n o w e t h 56393373? ? TA 1355 Wh.Jewe l l Field; (May be al ter 
nat ive n a m e for Chynoweth Mine) 

27 T r e n e d r o s 55973444 Yes? Eas t W h . Penwi th . Mines XI 8 
28 T r e n e d r o s 55743421 Yes W h . Squire . Mines XI 7 
29 M e l l a n e a r 55163582 Yes W h . Trelissick. Mines XI 6 
30 T r e w i n n a r d 54813412 Yes W h . El izabeth . Mines XI 7 
31 Tre lowe th 54113544 Yes OS 1906 'Old S h a f t s ' ; Mines XI 5 

PRESENT 

PROVENANCE OBJECT LOCALITY R E F E R E N C E S 

Misce l l aneous F inds 
1 St E r th EBA Axe Penzance P W C F C I No. 2 p. 87 
2 St E r th Part of Penzance Hencken 296 

EBA Axe 
3 St E r th LBA Axe Penzance A.Cwll II 27; Hencken 296; 

P W C F C I No. 2 p. 87; 
4 St E r th LBA Axe Penzance Hencken 88; Othe rwise as above 
5 Round 2 Roman, T i n j u g Ashmolean VCH 471; H e n c k e n 198-9; S W E 

saucer , s tone M u s . Oxford 154, 244; VCHR 8 Fig. 8 
weigh ts (2) 

6 Round 2 Roman Coin Hend . I 144, 151 
7 C a r n s e w C o p p e r j u g Truro A.Cwll I 1, II 26; VCHR 35; 

conta in ing (41 coins) TRGSC III (1828) 136; RRIC XIV 
Roman coins (1831) 7, XXV (1843) 19; JRIC V 

(1875) 201, Lake IV 71; 12 RCPS 
(1844)69 

8 R o u n d 8 Flint f lake Hend. I I 151 
9 Barrow 1 F r a g m e n t of As Barrow 1, a l s o C B A P ; Arch.J 

B.A. Urn CI (1946)20 
10 Bosworgy Muller for 57423312 

tin s t a m p i n g in wall 
11 Por thcol lum, Lead Coff ins As M e d . 13 

M e d . 13 

Excavation News 1974 
T h e o the r excavat ions u n d e r t a k e n d u r i n g 
1974 w e r e inc luded in the prev ious vo lume, 
Cornish Archaeology, 13 (1974). 

L A U N C E S T O N CASTLE 
This s e a s o n ' s work was divided b e t w e e n a 
s tudy of the d e f e n c e s ad jacen t to the North 
G a t e h o u s e on the one hand and the con 
t i n u i n g examina t ion of a la rge a rea in the 
s o u t h wes t q u a r t e r of the bailey on the 
o t h e r . 
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The bui lding of the late- 13th century 
North Ga tehouse involved a cu t t ing back of 
the bailey r ampa r t in o rder to inser t sub-
stant ial founda t ions . The const ruct ion 
t rench was then backfi l led and the r ampa r t 
con t inued up to the eas t wall of the gate-
house . 

Examina t ion of the r a m p a r t on this side of 
the bailey showed th ree main p h a s e s of 
const ruct ion, the initial s tone and clay 
r ampa r t with two s u b s e q u e n t he igh ten ings . 
It was possible to detec t the f o r m e r p re sence 



of t imbers , e i ther for some form of t imber 
box const ruct ion filled with ea r th to make a 
f igh t ing p la t fo rm, or, in its ear l iest fo rm the 
b a s e for a pa l i sade a long the crest of the 
bank . The charac te r of the r ampar t at this 
point s u g g e s t s that this was the site of the 
original en t r ance into the cast le , but no 
t race of an ear l ie r s t ruc tu re was found . 
Agains t the back of the original r a m p a r t , 
however , were t races of a bui lding de f ined 
by s tone r eve tmen t aga ins t the bank and 
s take and t imber post holes . Within the 
bu i ld ing was a hea r th . 

Wi th in the south west qua r t e r of the 
bai ley the r ema ins of 14th century and later 
ya rd walls were r emoved to expose com-
pletely a 13th cen tury hall. This was a 
subs tan t i a l bui ld ing jus t over 60 fee t long by 
18 fee t wide. It was well p r e s e r v e d with its 
wal ls s t and ing up to 4 fee t h igh . The walls 
w e r e p las te red internal ly and the outer face 
t owards the bailey was also r e n d e r e d . The 

pr incipal roof t ru s ses were built into the 
walls dividing the s ingle-s torey bui ld ing into 
six bays . 

T h e p u r p o s e of the bu i ld ing is far f rom 
clear t hough f rom the absence of service 
a r r a n g e m e n t s it does not a p p e a r to have 
b e e n res ident ia l . The main doorway w a s 
n e a r the cen t re of the long side away f rom 
the r a m p a r t and giving on to an open ya rd . 
At the low e n d of the hall was a doorway, 
s c r e e n e d off f r o m the rest of the bui ld ing, 
g iv ing access to a p a s s a g e l ead ing to ga rde -
robes . 

The hall had a compara t ive ly short l ife. 
It was demol i shed and a good deal of 
k i tchen r e f u s e and demol i t ion mater ia l 
t i pped into the r e m a i n s and the si te levelled 
u p to be built over in the 14th cen tury . 

A . D . S a u n d e r s 
Inspectorate of Ancient Monuments 
Department of the Environment 

Short Notes 

A COARSE STORAGE VESSEL IN A CLAY-
LINED PIT, PENDRATHEN, ST MARY'S, 
ISLES OF SCILLY 

Dur ing Eas te r , 1974, the lower port ion of a 
coarse s to rage vessel was found exposed 
in the cliff backing the sh ingle beach at 

cms 

Fig. 43 
Section of vessel found in pit at Pendrathen 

Head, St Mary's, Isles of Scilly. 

P e n d r a t h e n , a shal low bay on the nor th 
coast of St M a r y ' s , Isles of Scilly. The find-
spot (SV 91451273) is a m o n g the a l ready-
reco rded r e m a i n s of some prehis tor ic vil lage 
(Cornish Archaeol., 11, 1972, 26-27 - Mr 
Alec G r a y ' s 'St M a r y ' s No. 2' s i te) . The 
vesse l was in a pit d u g into the na tu ra l 
rab , r am, or d e c o m p o s e d grani t ic grave l , 
l ined with light yellow clay mixed with 
w e a t h e r e d clay, and with a filling of light 
g rey clay and w e a t h e r e d g ran i t e f r a g m e n t s 
b e t w e e n the l ining of the pit and the actual 
pot (Fig. 43). The fabric of the vesse l , which 
is a h a n d - m a d e coil pot , is o r ange -b rown 
externa l ly , g rey-brown internal ly , and 
heavily t e m p e r e d with g r an i t e gr i t t ing . 
Ins ide the vessel was a g ran i t e and e a r t h 
w a s h . The r e m a i n i n g base is f lat , the s ides 
f la r ing out sl ightly. A similar vesse l , also in 
a clay-lined pit, was found by Mr Alec Gray 
at Ha langy Por th , St M a r y ' s , in 1936 
(Cornish Archaeol., 11, 1972, 34, Fig . 11). 

John R. Samuels 

Department of Archaeology 
University of Nottingham. 

i i / 

117 



A COLLECTION O F MESOLITHIC FLINTS 
F R O M CROOKLETS NEAR BUDE 

Over a per iod of twelve m o n t h s f rom Sept 
e m b e r 1974, Paul Selby found worked fl ints 
a long a 40 m e t r e s t re tch of the coastal cliffs 
at Crookle ts (SS 202074). The cliffs at this 
point a re deve loped in sha le and reach 
approx ima te ly 23 me t r e s OI). The f l ints 
were e rod ing out of the cliff section at the 
base of the mode rn soil, some 40-45 cm 
b e n e a t h the su r f ace . 

The collection compr i ses e ighty two 
p ieces which may be classif ied as follows: 

F lakes and b lades 78 
Microl i ths 2 
Microbur ins 2 

All a re in a s h a r p condit ion; and the g rea t 
major i ty , inc luding the microl i ths and micro 
bur ins (Fig. 44), are pa t ina ted c ream or 
whi te . The unpa t ina t ed and partially 
p a t i n a t e d fl ints a re light to mid grey in 

colour, mot t led , with occasional cher ty 
inclusions. Eight are clearly f i r e -damaged . 
Cortex is p re sen t on most of the f lakes and 
s u g g e s t s that beach p e b b l e s were the source 
of raw mater ia l . A n u m b e r of the f lakes and 
b lades are broken, but none of the comple te 
e x a m p l e s is longer than 45 m m . The micro 
liths a re small scalene t r i ang les with re touch 
on all th ree s ides . 

Al though it may not r e p r e s e n t a s ingle 
indus t ry , the ent i re collection would be 
consis tent with a late Mesol i thic da te . 
Typologically, the mater ia l is comparab le to 
the indus t r ies f rom W e s t w a r d Ho! (Rogers , 
E . H . , 1946, 'The ra ised beach , s u b m e r g e d 
fores t and ki tchen midden of W e s t w a r d Ho! 
and the s u b m e r g e d s tone row of Yel land ' , 
Proc. Devon Archaeol. Ex. Soc. Ill, 109 
35) and o ther late Mesoli thic si tes along the 
coast of Devon and Cornwal l . 

Clive Bonsal l Paul Selby 
British Museum Rude, Cornuall 

Fig. 44 
Microliths and microburins 
from Crooklets, near Rude, 

full size, scale in centimetres. 

BOOBY'S POINT W O R K I N G SITE: A 
REVISED CHRONOLOGY 

In Cornish Archaeology 12 (1973, 14). I 
desc r ibed an a s s e m b l a g e f rom Booby 's 
Point (SW 85777524) as be ing presumably 
Neolithic in point of t ime. Al though 
economy and typology were obv iousk 
rooted in the Mesol i thic . I believed the site 
to be more recen t . 

In co r r e spondence , Mrs Susann Pa lmer 
e x p r e s s e d ser ious doub t s about the validity 
of this belief. She has since p ronounced 
upon a l imited a s s e m b l a g e of the f igured 
pieces , broadly conf i rming my tool- types, 
with the notable except ion of petit t ranchet 
der iva t ives , the best of which (Fig. 9:3) she 
th inks is fo r tu i tous . 

Moreover , she has s u g g e s t e d that the 
m i n u t e remova ls on some of the p ieces 
(e .g . . Fig. 8:27, 9:5) which 1 had cons idered 
might p rec lude a t rue Mesoli thic industry 

do not in fact result f rom direct p r e s s u r e , 
but are 'p robably incurs ive indirect 
percuss ive r emova l s ' . 

Mrs Pa lmer has ag reed also that nos. 11 
and 15 (Fig. 9), for example , are t rue arrow 
h e a d s for ha f t ing , but she cons iders it wiser 
at present to regard no. 5 (Fig. 9) as a 
delicately r e touched was te flake No 29 
(Fig. 8). my unclass i f iable , she has called 
an obliquelv b lun ted f lake , p e r h a p s 

achieved by rubb ing agains t a piece of bone. 
Mrs . Palmer p re fe r s to think til this 

a s s e m b l a g e as t rue Mesoli thic . 1 gladly 
de fe r to her exper ience , and acknowledge 
her interest with thanks . The absence of 
t rue microli ths should neve r the l e s s be 
no ted , as should the variat ion in the p rofess 
ional ty pological opinion which I received. 

Paul F. W h i t e h e a d 
Little Comberton, 
11 orcestershire 
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A NEW FONT ES THE BODMIN' SERIES 

In the north wall of the chancel of the par ish 
church of St S ty th ian ' s , or Sti thian (1268, 
sancte Stethyiane), f o rming the base of an 
a rched recess , is a piscina, the bowl of which 
has at some t ime been filled and levelled. 
Carved boldly and beaut i ful ly on its ou te r 
face are two an imals fac ing each o ther . This 
scu lp ture , which a p p e a r s to r ep resen t two 
lions, so obviously part of the reper to i re of 
' N o r m a n ' or R o m a n e s q u e o r n a m e n t , was 
also noticed by the late Char les H e n d e r s o n . 

On 21 Augus t 1856, the Cornish an t iquary 
J . T . Blight m a d e a tr ip to St i thians f rom 
Penzance . In the vicarage g rounds , he 
ske tched a mut i la ted Norman font (Fig. 
45a), which had probably been d i sca rded , 
and replaced, du r ing a previous (1783) 
rebui ld of the church (Blight, n .d . ) . It is 
immedia te ly appa ren t that both the piscina 
(Fig. 45b) and the font seen by Blight a re 
one and the same , an object now r e s h a p e d 

Fig 45 
(a) Fragment of Font, . . . 'sketch by 

J.T. Blight, 
(b) piscina, Stithians, 2 f t 7 in wide, 

l f t 2 in high 

A SMUGGLER'S CACHE, TRESCO, 
ISLES OF SCILLY 

In the g a r d e n of the rebuil t co t tage nea res t 
to us is a s m u g g l e r s ' h id ing place and the 
s tone which concealed the secre t en t r ance . 

and placed in its p r e sen t posit ion a few-
years a f te r the fo r t una t e occur rence of 
Bl igh t ' s visit. J o s e p h Polsue (1873, 181) 
a f fo rds us a clue as to when this h a p p e n e d . 
In his r e f e rences to this church , he s t a t e s : 
'The chancel was tas tefu l ly res tored in 
1862; in one of its walls is a piscina, the 
bas in of which d isplays g ro tesque ly 
scu lp tu red a n i m a l s . ' 

B l igh t ' s sketch shows, not only the 
p resen t visible face with the two lions, but 
also on the reverse some fol iage, p e r h a p s 
r e p r e s e n t i n g the Tree of Life motif w hich so 
o f t en a p p e a r s on fon ts of this per iod. The 
combina t ion of t hese relief mot i fs s u g g e s t s 
that the original font should be asc r ibed to 
the so-called Bodmin ' se r ies , d a t e d by 
Sedd ing (1909) to about 1150-1180. A 
character is t ic of this type is a centra l s h a f t 
or pillar suppor t i ng the bowl, with addi t ional 
smal le r sha f t s , posi t ioned u n d e r p ro jec t ing 
h e a d s spaced equal ly a round the bowl. T h e 
slight visible project ion now on the left s ide 
of the two lions p e r h a p s r e p r e s e n t s a 
surviv ing portion of such a shaf t head . 

That a font of this par t icu lar g r o u p should 
be s i tua ted at St i th ians is a su rp r i se , t he re 
be ing no o ther known example wes t of Kea , 
nea r Truro ( f rom the now-ru inous church at 
Old Kea , r emoved to the p resen t Kea 
Church) . The Kea font also dep ic t s a 'T ree 
of Life ' , with a s ingle lion-like c r e a t u r e . 
T h e r e mus t of course r ema in the ba re 
possibil i ty that the font was t r a n s f e r r e d to 
St i th ians f rom some more eas te r ly par ish by 
a fo rmer incumben t . 

Michael Tangye 

Redruth 
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The cur ious may even crawl inside. It is t he 
only example left to us today ' (Gibson, 
1925, 67). 

The wri ter of this note recent ly redis-
covered this s m u g g l e r ' s cache , genera l ly 
a s s u m e d to have been long since de s t royed . 
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It is s i t ua t ed in a g a r d e n on the south side of 
a co t t age still known as S m u g g l e r ' s ' , which 
lies to the south of the Block House . The 
s u b t e r r a n e a n s t ruc tu re , secure b e n e a t h a 
bank of ea r th , r e m a i n s in an excellent s t a t e 
of p rese rva t ion . Its construct ion is identical 
to that of a ma in land Cornish 'hull ' (Tangye , 
1973), except for the g ran i t e s labs cover ing 
the c h a m b e r . Fig. 46 shows the site plan and 
Fig. 47 a cross sect ion. A c h a m b e r , approxi-
mate ly 6 ft long, 2ft 2 in high, and 2 ft 7 in 
wide , has been cut in the under ly ing rab, or 
r a m ' as it is called in Scilly. Leading down 

to this c h a m b e r is a narrow inclined p a s s a g e 
4 ft 10 in long, f lanked with courses of 
g r an i t e . This is wide e n o u g h to allow an 
ave rage - s i zed m a n to gain access by lying, 
face u p w a r d s , and wr iggl ing d o w n w a r d s 
fee t f o r emos t . The whole s t ruc ture has been 
roofed with s labs of g ran i t e , and one smal l 
l eng th of iron. 

bt 

Fig. 47 
Smuggler's cache, Tresco, Scilly; profile 
along cross-section (entrance '£' on left). 

The up r igh t s at the en t r ance (marked F 
in Fig. 46) have been grooved or r eba ted to 
receive a thin slab of g ran i t e , cor respond-

ingly r e b a t e d , as a door . This door slab was 
located by the wri ter in the g a r d e n , though 
w ith the r eba t ed e d g e along one side broken 
off at some t ime pas t , and has now been 
rep laced aga ins t the en t r ance to the 
s t ruc tu re . 

This f ea tu re now s e e m s to be un ique in 
Scilly. It must r ep re sen t the personal cache 
of some Is lands s m u g g l e r , be ing jus t large 
e n o u g h to conceal (for example ) a smal l 
quant i ty of liquor and tobacco. I'resco, 
because of its position so near the old 
ancho rage of St H e l e n ' s Pool, was ideally 
s i tua ted for the s m u g g l i n g t r ade . The 
b ro the r s Gibson also ment ion that nearly 
every cot tage , barn and pigsty had its 
s e c r e t ' . One e x a m p l e quo ted (Gibson, 
1925, 68) was a ' S m u g g l e r ' s Wel l ' , a 
d i sgu i sed hollow in the corner of an u p p e r 
room which, like a sha f t , went s t ra ight down 
to the u n d e r g r o u n d hiding place nearly as 
large as the house i tself . 

6CIlt« ITX J* Redruth 
Michael Tangye 

Fig. 46 
Smuggler's cache, Tresco, Scilly; 

ground-plan showing covering granite 
slabs and entrance ( '£'). 
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