FROM YOUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS: FEBRUARY 2017

This month’s report begins with a mystery, partly a ‘whodunnit?’, but also a ‘where-is-it?’. Brian
Oldham is keen to find out what has happened to a rather impressive milestone, formerly in place
on the northern verge of the A390 near East Taphouse. According to the entry on the Cornwall and
Scilly Sites and Monuments Record it is:

A milestone, circa 1760, survives approx 500m SW of East Taphouse on the north side of the A390. It
is cast iron, whitewashed and approx 76cm (2% feet) in height, a rounded top with canted sides.
Black upper case serif lettering in relief in semi-circular arrangement: 'Liskeard 5%' and 'Lostwith 6'. It
is contemporary with the turnpike road opened in 1760 between West Taphouse, through Liskeard to
Cremyll Ferry (for Plymouth).

This photograph shows the milestone after restoration by lan Thompson of the Milestone Society.
(Photograph copyright: lan Thompson.)

Brian’s photograph below shows a metal plate and pieces of angle iron where the milestone used to
be.




This disappearance has been reported in the Cornish Times. If anyone knows anything about its
whereabouts, please contact Cornwall Council, Cormac or the Milestone Society
(www.milestonesociety.co.uk), who will make sure it is returned to its historic location. (Anyone who

would like to know more about milestones and their fascinating role in Cornwall’s past need look no
further than lan Thompson’s book: Cornish Milestones: The development of Cornwall’s roads in the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, Twelveheads Press, 2013, ISBN 978 0 906294 789.)

Readers of the CAS website will already be aware of how vulnerable the beautiful medieval bridge at
Respryn, near Lanhydrock, is to damage by motor vehicles. In January, the local AR happily reported
the skilful repairs that had been carried out following damage to both parapets in 2016. In the
photograph below the extensive repairs to the downstream parapet (look for the patch of lighter
colour stonework) can be seen:

Unfortunately, by early February, the repaired upstream parapet (the repaired masonry can be seen
on the left in the next photograph) had been severely damaged again.




The bridge, which is a Scheduled Monument and a Listed Building (HER 21385), already features on
Heritage England’s Heritage at Risk Register 2016 but is repeatedly hit. Perhaps some means of
restricting traffic will need to be introduced? (The Heritage at Risk Register is available online at:
https://historicengland.org.uk/images-books/publications/har-2016-regional-summaries/. It is a

fascinating, if sobering, read.)

Not all news is bad, of course. It is important to be on the lookout for any threats to our local
heritage, even though the task can be a little dispiriting at times. But it is only by keeping an eye out
that the process of protection can be initiated. Ann Preston-Jones, who is the Heritage at Risk
Protection Officer for most of the county, follows up reported problems and has provided good
news about the burial chamber on St Breock Downs (HER 26105; Scheduled Monument CO336),
which had been threatened by fly tipping in 2013. Her photograph shows that a little trimming will
be needed (we could do with a CASPN-like initiative across the entire county) but that no more
tipping has occurred.

Archaeologists and archaeological enthusiasts like to view artefactual assemblages, so the next
picture (taken in 2013) of the 21 century AD ‘midden’ material that had encroached on the St
Breock Downs burial chamber may be of interest:




On an even more encouraging note, Sheila James has sent in photographs of the restored horse
whim and barn at Restronguet Barton (HER 24375). The structure dates from the 18th century (AD!)
and was most likely driven by oxen. At one time it was known to have been used to drive a threshing
machine. On a recent visit, graffiti carved into the main oak beams (second photo, below) was
recorded, which may be a carpenter's mark.

Remember that Area Representatives are always keen to hear from fellow CAS members, and the
general public, about any feature of the historic environment in their parishes, whether a new
discovery, something causing concern, or even just to answer queries. If you have any concerns, or
new information, about any archaeological feature, please contact the Area Representative for the
parish. If you do not know who that is, our secretary can provide the information:
secretary@cornisharchaeology.org.uk . To learn more about the archaeology of any part of Cornwall,

Cornwall Council’s online mapping service (http://www.cornwall.gov.uk/community-and-

living/mapping/ ) is a wonderful resource. Instructions on how to make the most of it are available
on the Members’ Area of the CAS website. To put features in historical context, Cornwall Council’s



Flying through the Past feature is a treasure-trove and a marvellous read: www.historic-
cornwall.org.uk/flyingpast/ . Finally, if you enjoy consulting old maps and like relating the
information to the modern landscape, the National Library of Scotland (http://maps.nls.uk/ ) not
only provides free access to historic maps covering the entire country, it also allows you to overlay
these maps on to the background of either a satellite image or a modern map.

Roger Smith, 27" February 2017



