
FROM YOUR OWN CORRESPONDENTS: MAY 2017 

Our Area Representatives have been busy again during May and have provided a variety of news: 

some good; some worrying. 

[ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊǊȅƛƴƎ ƴŜǿǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅΦ wŜǎǇǊȅƴ .ǊƛŘƎŜ ό[ŀƴƘȅŘǊƻŎƪ ŀƴŘ {ǘ ²ƛƴƴƻǿ ǇŀǊƛǎƘŜǎύ 

has had its problems over the centuries; a skirmish was fought there during the Civil War and, 

according to research by Paul Holden for the Cornish Buildings Group 

(https://sites.google.com/site/cornishbuildingsgroup/home ), its condition at times in the 19th 

century was poor, largely because of unregulated traffic from local mines. However, in recent years 

it has been hit repeatedly by large vehicles, some having been being misdirected by GPS. Both the 

upstream and downstream parapets have wide gaps where the masonry has been dislodged. On the 

St Winnow side there is nothing to deter wider vehicles, other than some cobbles and a single, 

flattened, black-and-white marker (see below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following picture shows the damaged upstream parapet: 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/site/cornishbuildingsgroup/home


 

Previously, two metal bollards stood as sentinels on the approach from the Lanhydrock side, but 

very recently one of these has been dislodged and now rests redundantly against one of the walls on 

the approach to the bridge (see below). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Now there is nothing to stop wider vehicles from being driven on to the bridge from either side. 

Speculation is rife about how this bollard shifted position. The absence of any marks on the metal 

work suggests it wasnΩt dislodged following an impact, although it may have been removed for 

safety reasons if an impact had caused it to lean dangerously. Did it move of its own volition? 

Perhaps, in a futile bid for freedom and mobility, it spontaneously launched itself from its home only 

to lie uselessly against the wall? (This would have to be the only known instance of the soul entering 

the iron.) Or, perish the thought, might it have been deliberately lifted out of position? Surely not - 

who could and would do such a thing? Who in this quiet rural area would possess the means, motive 

and opportunity to act so rashly? All we have are questions. Anyway, Historic England and CORMAC 

are putting much effort into finding long-lasting means of repairing and protecting this wonderful 

medieval bridge, but it is sad that they have to devote their sadly meagre resources dealing with 

such wanton destruction, accidental or otherwise. 

Val Jacob, who represents St Austell, and other parishes in Mid-Cornwall, has more cheerful news. 

She has drawn attention to the wonderful work being carried out by a new charitable organisation, 

The Friends of Menacuddle Well (https://en-gb.facebook.com/FriendsofMenacuudleWell/ ). This 

beautiful, late 15th century holy well was restored in 1923 by the Graves-Sawle family of Penrice, in 

memory of Lieutenant Richard Charles Graves-Sawle, who was killed at Ypres in November 1914. The 

surrounding area was preserved for the people of St Austell parish. Unfortunately, in recent years it 

has become rather overgrown and neglected. This new group has been responsible for looking after 

the building and carrying out vegetation clearance, guided by CORMAC, and as a result the well is 

clear to see and the whole area has been opened up, as the following pictures show.  

https://en-gb.facebook.com/FriendsofMenacuudleWell/


 

Menacuddle Well is within easy, and flat, walking distance of St Austell. Why not take a visit and pop 

into the Town Museum (in the Market House), as well as admiring one of the finest church towers in 

the south-west? 

On Sunday 21st May, Brian Oldham joined about 30 other residents of Liskeard for the annual 
Beating of the Bounds. He reports: ΨHighlights included seeing the Borough Boundary Stone at 
SX2697764199, which had been recovered from the River Seaton by a local farmer and erected in its 
original site. The Borough Boundary Stone at SX26606708 was cleared of invasive plant growth; it 
had been passed by unnoticed for many years. Access to the private grounds of Treworgey Manor 
was arranged by the Mayor for our lunch stop, which allowed inspection of the Grade II listed clock 
tower, barn & hayloft, gates, piers, walls and railings. We were joined by Andrew Langdon who 
cruelly titled his photo "Two ancient monuments discovered in Liskeard" [second photograph ς Brian 
is on the left].Ω 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian, and colleagues from Liskeard and District Museum, regularly lead walks and give talks. On 
June 8th 2017, he will be leading a walk along Market, Church and Castle Streets in the town to look 
at some of the buildings not on the Heritage Trail. The aim is to return to the Museum at about 
8.30pm for refreshments and a look around the Exhibitions, until it closes at 9.15pm. It is a free 
event, but donations will be gratefully received. For more information, go to: 
http://www.museumsincornwall.org.uk/Liskeard-and-District-Museum/Cornwall-Museums/ . 
 
Another date you may like to put in your diary is the Kresen Kernow Documents and Finds Roadshow 
to be held at Newhouse Farm in Tywardreath on Sunday 23rd July 2017. This is in association with the 
In Search of Tywardreath project which, amongst other lines of research, is continuing its work on 
Tywardreath Priory (http://tywardreathpriory.com/ ). 
 

Sally Ealey has sent news about the discovery of Bronze Age pottery near Godrevy and hopes in the 

near future to be able to supply information about the Praa Sands area, which she and her husband 

have been monitoring for some time. 

Peter Cornall, who is the Convenor of the Area Representatives, has recently received enquiries from 

people keen to take up the role, which is wonderful news. There is plenty of scope for more people 

to come forward to join in what is an absorbing and enjoyable pastime (it is never ΨworkΩ), so donΩt 

be shy. Some of our Representatives cover an enormous area, which means there is considerable 

scope for even more people to become involved. 

Remember that Area Representatives are always keen to hear from fellow CAS members, and the 

general public, about any feature of the historic environment in their parishes, whether a new 

discovery, something causing concern, or even just to answer queries. If you have any concerns, or 

new information, about any archaeological feature, please contact the Area Representative for the 

parish. If you do not know who that is, just look at the inside back cover of the latest journal, Cornish 

Archaeology 54, or contact our secretary, Sophie Meyer: secretary@cornisharchaeology.org.uk . 

 

                           Roger Smith, 1st June 2017 
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